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:n from the office of her 
ate therapist. British 
spapers reponed Sunday 
confidential records', 
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vo tabloids. The loss i 
sensitive computer files 
Id mark another serins 
ch of privacy for the 
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been tom to shreds \ 
rfione bugging and lout 
photo snooping. Bridi 
ce confirmed they wen 
*tigating a burglary i 
sumng rooms in Harta 
«t where the royal the 
itTRoderick Lar.e is based 
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South Ytmenl leaders gather in Syria 

DAMASCUS (R) —Leaders of the Yemeni Socialist Party (YSP) 
of Son* Yemen are flocking to Damascus for talks on the party’s 
Atnre after the cotopsc of tbeir bid to break away from northern 
Yemen, Yemeni officials said on Monday. FadI Mohsen Abdullah, 
fisheries minister m the government of President Afi Abdullah 
Saleh, who refused to join rebel ranks arrived in die Syrian capital 
ob Monday to attend Ae talks, the officials told Reuters. 
Mohat mnnri Abdu Sbotfah. former Yemeni ambassador to Syria 
tipo was removed by the Sanaa government after the southern 
rebellion, said former Prime Minister Haidar Abu Bakr A1 Anas 
yfgs also due to arrive in Damascus soon. But he said that YSP 
leader Afi Salem Al Beidh, who led Ac southern rebels during Ae 
two-month civil war that ended on July 7, will not attend. Mr. 
geidh fled to Oman after the defeat of his forces. Mr. Sbotfah did 
act set a date for D ama scus talks. Last 1 week the two sides 
attended U-N. -sponsored talks in Geneva for reconciliation. 
Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh said on Monday be would 
ask countries sheltering southern rebels to hand them back for 
trial. 
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No regrets for Kuwait invasion — Iraq 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Ir.iq said Monday that its invasion of Kuwait 
four years ago was. justified because its neighbour was using oil us a 
weapon to destroy Ac Iraqi economy. The official Iraqi News 
Agency (INA). marking the anniversary of the Aug. 2 invasion, 
said that the Kuwaitis had been carrying out a U.S. -Israeli plot 
against the Arab World. “At the time. Iraq was devoted to 
economic reconstruction.” after the I9MM9HK war with Iran, “hut 
enemies frustrated by ala. victory found in Kuwait's leaders the 
means to weaken it.” INA said. Kuwait flooded the oil market, 
triggering a price fall, and it stole S2.4 billion worth of oil from it 
border oilfield, it charged. But INA did not repeat Iraq’s 
longstanding claim to Kuwait, which it occupied for seven montlis 
before a U.S-led military coalition ousted Iraqi troops in the Gulf 
war of January-February 1991. Kuwait on Sunday called on the 
international community to keep up the pressure for Iraq to 
recognise the sovereignty and independence of Kuwait. Iraq, 
which has suffered from a crippling U.N. embargo since the 
invasion, has not publicly recugmsed its horde: with Kuwait, us 
laid down by a U.N. commission alter the war. In its latest review 
on July IS," the U.N. Security Council extended the emharuo. 
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Ex-minister and 

deputy passes away 

; AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Majali 
* Monday announced the 
death or Daoud Al Husseini, 
a. former minister of eco- 
nomy. Husseini, who passed 
: away in Amman on Monday, 
'Occupied several government 
posts and was elected twice as 
a deputy of Jerusalem since 
1956. He will be laid to rest in 
fiis hometown of Jerusalem. 

Israel, Jordan and 
PLOto hold more 
jrflateral talks 

'?EL AVIV (R) — Israel, 
Jordan and Palestinians will 
at down for their second 
trilateral talks in two weeks 
tfben environmental experts 
convene in Ae Egyptian re- 
sort of Taba on Wednesday, 
Israeli officials said on Mon- 

man Gil Reich "said^ each of 
die three sides would send a 
professional delegation to 
Jaba to discuss regional en- 
vironmental issues such as air 
and water pollution and in- 
sect extermination. “It’s a 
meeting of experts and they 
are going to talk about prob- 
lems related to the three 
’tides,” Mr. Reich said. 
Israeli, Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and 
Jordanian negotiators held 
j their first ever trilateral meet- 
: mg last week in Oslo, Nor- 
way to discuss a study an 
, regional water management. 

| Six surplus F-16& 

I land in Israel 

TELAVIV(AP)— The first 
ax of 50 surplus American 
F-16 filter planes promised 
as part of U.S. commitments 
to Ae peace process landed 
*i -\|i brad Monday. The Un- 
• ; 'fed States promised Israel 
the planes as part of Amer- 
ica’s commitment to Israel's 
maintaining its regional edge. 
"The will help maintain 
brad’s qualitative edge over 
other countries in the Middle 
East,” air force commander 
Betzl Bodinger said at Ae 
ceremony welcoming the 
planes. .American pilots flew 
the planes into Israel from 
Germany. The planes are 
separate from Israel’s deci- 
sion earlier Ais year to 
purchase 20 specially de- 
signed F-15 war planes from 
McDoonell-Douglas. 

Aid agencies regret 
Sudan talks failure 

NAIROBI (AP) — Aid 
agencies expressed dis- 
appointment Monday with 
toe latest adjournment with- 
out agreement of talks to end 
southern Sudan’s dvfl war, 
which threatens millions wi A 
starvation. “We are fed up 
considering all we axe 'doing 


French humanitarian group 
Doctors WiAout Borders. 

1 • 

White House keeps 
; jP pressure on Haiti 

I WASHINGTON (R) — The 
] *jute House kept op Ae 
Pressure on Haiti’s military 
rekra Monday, saying they 
°eed to give op power volun- 
or face involuntary ous- 
jj- Spokesman Dee Dee 
Myers told reporters Ae 
™Htary leaders of Haiti 
Wed to decide what Aey’re 
S?tog to do soon.” The Un- 
wd Nations Security Council 
Jfoted Sunday to authorise a 
U<S. invasion and occupation 
of Haiti if sanctions rail to 
re ®ove its military govera- 
“ktn (see inside). Ms. Myers 
Iptveno indication action was 
j teoninent but pointed to re- 


:lCS. 5® 

; and 


by U.S. Abassador to 
*®oU.N. Madeleine Albright 
that Haiti’s leaders “can 
^her leave voluntarily scon 
involuntarily soon. ” 
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(-25% discount on 
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lior one week. only. 


King, Rabin to meet in Aqaba 


Summit to launch Aqaba-Eilat road link 


By Ayman Al Safadi 

Jordan "Junes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein is expected to 
meet with Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin in 
Aqaba in the coining two 
weeks to launch the building 
of a road that would link 
Aqaba wiA Ae Israeli port 
city of Eilat on Ae Red Sea, 
informed sources said Mon- 
day. 

The sources said U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, who will start a 
visit to Ae region on Aug. 8, 
would attend Ae meeting, 
which would be Ae second 
public Jordanian-Israeli sum- 
mit since Ae beginning of Ae 
Arab-IsraeB conflict. 

King Hussein and Mr. 
Rabin held their first public 


meeting in Washington on 
July 25 when Aey signed Ae 
Washington Declaration that 
was seen as a major step 
towards signing a peace trea- 
ty between Ae two countries. 
During the meeting. King 
Hnssem declared an end to 
the state of war between the 
Kingdom and Israel. The 
King also said that high-level 
meetings between the coun- 
tries would be held whenever 
necessitated. 

The design and the loca- 
tion of Ae road which will be 
open to third country nation- 
als have already been 
approved by a joint 
Jordanian-Israeli committee, 
sources told the Jordan 
Times. They said the road 
trill be dose to Ae area, 13 
kilometre s north of Aqaba, 
where the first public 


Jordanian-Israeli bilateral 
meeting in Ae region took 
place on July 18. 

Jordan and Israel agreed to 
build the road and anoAer 
crossing point in Ae north 
during Ae meetings of Ae 
trilateral Jordanian-U.S.- 
Israeli Committee near Ae 
Dead Sea on July 20. The 
meeting was opened by 
Prime Minister Abdul Sal am 
Majali in bis capacity as fore- 
ign minister, Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres and 
Mir. Christopher. 

Sources said committees 
agreed on during Ae Dead 
Sea meeting have already 
been set op to discuss coop- 
eration in the areas of tele- 
communication and civil 
aviation, among other issues. 

‘TTie talks over opening 
Ae air space between Jordan 


and Israel carry special sig- 
nificance” because Israel can- 
not open an international line 
through Jordanian air space 
unless Saudi Arabia agrees to 
have Israeli airlines fly over 
its territories as well, one 
informed source said. 

Sources said “it seem s” 
Aat Ae United States has 
already started talks over Ae 
issue with Saudi Arabia, 
which is a party to Ae multi- 
lateral Arab-Israeli peace 
talks. 

Jordan and Israel will also 
resume their bilateral talks 
over water rights, demarca- 
tion of borders and security 
on Aug. 8 on Ae border area 
between the two countries, 
Ae sources said, adding that 
the talks would last for 14 
days. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Ae Regent, 
has called on Ae Islamic 
movement in the Kingdom to 
refrain from mix i n g politics 
wrth religion and from using 
mosque pulpits to propagate 
political Aeories. 

The Regent’s call came 
during a meeting wrth mem- 
bers of the Itiannc movement 
in Parliament as well as some, 
independent deputies and 
Cabinet members following 


an incident where two mem- 
bers of Parliament were ques- 
tioned by the public prosecu- 
tor after they delivered 
politically-charged sermons 
at mosques (see story below). 

The meeting was broadcast 
on Jordan Television Mon- 
day evening. 

Countering the Islamic 
movement’s argument that 
such sermons were a form of 
freedom of expression, tire 
Regent underlined Ae need 
to understand Ae concepts or 


the freedom of expression 
and self-restraint and asked 
wheAer abusing such free- 
dom in public addresses 
could be considered part of 
self-restraint. 

He also asked wheAer As- 
cussing national debts, mis- 
management and cor rupt ion 
■at a public forum such as 
mosques was the prerogative 
erf one political party over 
another. 

The Regent also referred 
to the widely-heard themes of 



war and peace in mosque 
sermons as well as gatherings 
organised by the Islamic 
movement. He said Jordan, 
by opting for a negotiated 
peace with Israel, had chosen 
the lesser of the two evils. 

The Regent also wondered 
wheAer it was a responsible 
act aimed at safeguarding 
national unity on the part of 
political parties to bet on 
government failure to deal 
wiA such issues and exploit 
Ae issues of poverty, unem- 
ployment ana national debts 
to gather political support. 

The Regent reiterated Jor- 
dan’s stand on Jerusalem. 

He said Ae Kingdom had 
never called for Ae interna- 
tionalisation of Jerusalem but 
had always insisted on a com- 
prehensive solution which se- 
cures Ae Palestinian and 
Arab rights in Ae Holy City. 

The Crown Prince also 
noted that the Israeli- 
Jordaman agenda for peace 
negotiations is Ae only agen- 
da in Ae Middle East peace 
process Aat includes Ae 
issue of Palestinian refugees 
as a topic to be discussed and 
resolved. 

The Crown Prince empha- 
sised the need for continuous 
Aalogue among various par- 
ties in order to protect 
national interest and work for 

(Continued on page 7) 


Hk Royal Hi ghness Crown Prince Hassan, the pendent deputies and Cabinet members (Petra 

Regent, meets with some Islamist and inde- photo) (Continued on page 7) 

Brotherhood insists on addressing 
politics but rejects party-like treatment 


By Ayman Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Muslim 
BroAerhood. officially reg- 
istered as a charity ana social 
organisation, is insisting that 
it has Ae right to address 
political issues in Ae King- 
dom but rejects that Ae gov- 
ernment treats it as a political 
party. 

Newly-elected leader of 
the movement Abdul Majid 
Thneibat says Ae BroAer- 
hood’s right to be involved in 
Ae political affairs of the 
Kingdom is one granted by 
Islam, which does not sepa- 
rate between religion and Ae 
state, and legjtiimsed by Ae 
48 years of active political 
history of the movement in 
Ae Kingdom. 

“The Muslim BroAerhood 
derives its legitimacy from 
Islam, which does not sepa- 
rate religion from politics and 
it has not stopped practising 
political activities since 
1946,” when it was formed, 
Mr. Thneibat told a press 
conference Monday. 

The press conference was 
Ae first in which Ae BroAer- 
hood addressed a major poli- 
tical issue in the Kingdom 
since Ae formation of Ae 
Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
as its political arm in 1992 
when Ae Political Parties 
Law went into effect. 

The law restricts political 
activity to political parties 
which are forced to declare 


their sources of income and 
banned from having links 
wiA outside parties. The 
Muslim BroAerhood move- 
ment is a world-wide move- 
ment that follows the 
teaching of Ae 1930s Egyp- 
tian scholar, Hassan Al Ban- 
na, the founder of Ae move- 
ment. 

14 We refuse to be treated as 
a political party,” Mr. 
Thneibat said, adding that 
Ae BroAerhood’s mission is 
a comprehensive social one 
Aat does not separate politics 
from religion. 

"Islam is a religion and a 
state, a Koran and a sword,” 
said Mr. Thneibat, who was 
elected to Ae top postion in 
Ae BroAerhood last monA. 

At Ae press conference, 
Mr. Thneibat reiterated the 
BroAerfaood’s ideological re- 
jection of Ae peace process 
and aQ agreements Aat might 
result from it. He added Aat 
opposition to the peace talks 
also stems from concern for 
Ae interests of Ae Kingdom. 

But he said opposition to 
Ae talks, specially on Ae 
Jordanian track, would be 
expressed Arough constitu- 
tional and “Sharia- 
approved” channels. 

Accusing Ae government 
of "marginalising” the 
opposition and Ae Lower 
House of Parliament and sup- 
pressing opposing points of 
view, Mr. Thneibat wanted 
Aat one “of the options" 
available to ,Ae IAF to pro- 



Abdnl Majid Thuudbat 

test this policy is Ae resigna- 
tion of its 16 representatives 
in Parti ament. 

Mr. Thneibat said that 
“some” IAF deputies — 
Abdul Aziz Jaber and 
Mohammad Al Haj — were 
referred to Ae prosecutor 
general last month after 
being accused of harming 
national unity during Friday 
senpons before the historic 
meeting between His Majesty 
King Hussein and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin m Washington on July 
25. 

• But he said Ae issues were 
shelved after contacts were 
made wiA Ae concerned au- 
thorities. 

“Mosque preachers are 
being denied Aeir right to 
express their views from Ae 


forum of Ae Prophet of God. 
We demand Aat Aey be 
allowed to say Aeir word,” 
he said warning that “we 
would raise Ae voice of 
opposition if this does not 
stop.” 

Informed sources con- 
firmed Aat some IAF de- 
puties were referred to Ae 
prosecutor general and Ae 
issue was resolved during a 
meeting between opposition 
parties and Deputy Prime 
Minister Thouqan Al Hinda- 
wi before Ae Washington 
Summit. 

They said one of Ae de- 
puties issued a religious rul- 
ing during his sermon Aat 
legitimised “shedding the 
country’s blood” while Ae 
oAer's sermon criticised Ae 
Armed Forces. 

The sources said Aat Mr. 
Hindawi told Ae opposition 
during Ae meeting Aat the 
government tolerates legal 
opposition to Ae peace talks 
but will not allow opposition 
that could lead to disturb- 
ances in Ae Kingdom. They 
said the sit-in staged by the 
opposition on July 25 to pro- 
test the Jordanian-Israeli 
summit was approved during 
Ae meeting. 

Mr. Thneibat told Ae press 
conference Ae Islamic move- 
ment will lead an effective 
opposition to Ae peace talks, 
saying that “If the official 
wall (against normalisation 

(Continued on page 7) 


Agencies add: One source 
told Reuters Ae Aqaba sum- 
mit meeting would take place 
after Aug. 9. 

“Their meeting will allow 
Aem a chance to evaluate 
developments on Aeir track 
after their first public meet- 
ing in Washington last 
week,” one official told Reu- 
ters. 

Jordan and Israel agreed to 
open Ae Aqaba-Eilat border 
post as part of confidence 
building measures announced 
by Ae King and Mr. Rabin 
after they signed the 
Washington Declaration. 

Both leaders also agreed to 
open another border crossing 
in Ae north, but two coun- 
tries have to define the prop- 
osed site. 

Jordanian and Israeli ex- 
perts will meet Tuesday to 
discuss opening Ae new road 
link in the souAwestem de- 
sert region of Wadi Araba. a 







senior official said. 

The official said the Jorda- 
nian team will include six 
experts from different gov- 
ernment departments. The 
size and composition of the 
Israeli team was not known. 

The official said Tuesday's 
meeting will take place at the 
same site where Israeli and 
Jordanian negotiators, 
opened their first talks in the 
region last month 


King meets 
Hurd 

LONDON (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein met in 
London on Monday wiA 
British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd and exchanged 
views wiA him on the situa- 
tion in Ae Middle East and 
bilateral relations. 

Mr. Hurd voiced Ae sup- 
port of his government for 
Ae recent developments in, 
Ae Middle East peace pro-" 
cess, underlining Jordan's 
key role in the process and 
the significance of the 
Washington Declaration. 

Mr. Hurd conveyed to the 
King Ae greetings of British 
Prune Minister John Major, 
who is currently on a foreign 
trip. 

The meeting was attended 
by Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zad Ben Shaker and the 
Jordanian ambassador in 
London in addition to the 
head of the Middle East de- 
partment at the British Fore- 
ign Office. 


Regent urges Islamists to refrain from 
using mosques to propagate politics 
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HER MAJESTY Queen Noor chats wiA two- Flying Scholarship for Disabled People by His 
year-old James Cahill as his moAer Marion Majesty King Hussein on Sunday during the 
and sisters Stacy and Claire look on. Marion, final day of the International Air Tatoo at 
who suffers from rheumatoid arthritis, was Fairford, Britain (AFP photo) 
presented wrth an International Air Tattoo 

Rabin sees signs of 
Syria wanting peace 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said Monday Aat 
Syria showed “signs’” of 
wanting to push ahead in its 
peace talks wiA 'Israel. 

“During the negotiations 
wiA Syria, which are taking 
place mainly wiA Ae United 
States acting as intermediary, 
some signs to advance peace 
have appeared,” Mr. Rabin 
told Israeli radio wiAout ela- 
borating. 

But “deep differences" re- 
mained, Ae prime minister 
said a day after meeting 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak to dfceuss bow ro 
revive the talks wiA Damas- 
cus which have been stalled 
since February. 

Israel and Syria diverged 
on the scale of the Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 


Heights, the timescale of the 
pull-out. the stages in norma- 
lisation of ties and “security 
arrangements” between the 
two countries, Mr. Rabin 
said. 

Syria demands an Israeli 
commitment to total with- 
drawal from Ae Heights be- 
fore negotiating a peace 
treaty. 

Israel wants a prior Syrian 
commitment to full peace 
with diplomatic relations, 
open borders and trade. 

Mr. Rabin said there 
wouid have to be “a long, 
interim period" as Israel and 
Syria normalised relations, 
before the Jewish state would 
withdraw from the Golan 
according to pre-arranged 
limits. 

He said he could not prom- 
ise a settlement wiA Syria 


Arafat wants immediate 
Jerusalem negotiations 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat said Monday Aat be 
insisted on negotiating wiA 
Israel immediately on Jeru- 
salem’s future after it ack- 
nowledged Jordan's special 
role in the Islamic holy 
shrines in Ae Holy City. 

"For us Jerusalem is one 
issue, one cause. It is not only 
a political issue, it is a 
sovereignty issue. It is an 
issue of holy, sacred places 
for Christians and Muslims,” 
Mr. Arafat told a news con- 
ference. 

Mr~ Arafat said that Israel 
had forced Ae issue to the 
forefront. Palestinians were 
upset after last week's 
Washington summit between 
King Hussein and Israeli 
Prime Ministrr Yitzhak 


Rabin because the final dec- 
laration reaffirmed Jordan's 
historic role in Ae city's Mus- 
lim holy sites. 

"Ok, if Aey have decided 
to start now Aen we are 
insisting to start now," Mr. 
Arafat said. 

Jordan has repeatedly said 
Aat Ae Washington Declara- 
tion did not create any new 
facts and that Ae Kingdom's 
role in Jerusalem did not 
have any political aspect. 

Mr. Arafat said that Ae 
declaration of principles 
signed with Israel in 
Washington last/Sepiember 
said talks on final status 
issues, including Jerusalem, 
should start no later than two 
years from Ae implementa- 
tion of Ae accord. 

(Continued on page 7) 


before Ae end of 1994. and 
regretted Ae fact that Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad 
still refused to meet him 
directly. 

Mr. Rabin added that 
Israel was ready “to make 
territorial concessions to 
reach peace,” and said a re- 
ferendum would be held in 
the event of a “significant 
withdrawal from the Golan." 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said on July 14 that 
Israel recognises Syrian 
sovereignty over the Golan 
Heights. 

Mr. Rabin met Sunday 
with Egyptian President Hos- 
ni Mubarak in the Egyptian 
Red Sea resort of Taba to 
discuss the Israel-Syrian im- 
passe ahead of a new Middle 

(Continued on page 7) 

Cairo forum 
drafts ‘code 
of conduct’ 

CAIRO (Agencies) — Dele- 
gates from more than 20 
countries drew up a draft 
“code of conduct" here Mon- 
day to cooperate in protect- 
ing the environment in the 
Middle East, an Egyptian 
official said. 

“The code governs region- 
al cooperation on Ae en- 
vironment issue, and defining 
Ae rights and commitments 
of the various parties,” said 
Hagar Tslamboli. head of 
Egypt's environmental team. 

The draft came at the close 
of a two-day multilateral 
. meeting which forms parr of 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess, launched in 1991. 

The talks will be presented 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Palestinians disappointed 
at slow pace of progress 


By Donna Aba Nasr 

tbe Associated Press 


GAZA CITY — The Palesti- 
nian flags strung outside Yas- 
ser Arafat’s headquarters are 
tattered, and a scorching sun 
has bleached the vivid greens 
and reds. 

Their sad condition reflects 
the fading hopes in the dusty 
streets of Gaza, where the 
end of Israeli occupation has 
brought neither jobs nor 
houses. 

Militants are back to 
scrawling slogans on walls 
against the Israelis and 
Americans. Anti-Arafat slo- 
gans may be next. 

Although Palestinians have 
their leaders, land and people 
together in one place for the 
first time, the initial excite- 
ment has ebbed and they 
grumble that self-rule is 
doing little to improve their 
lives. 

The autonomy hasn't met 
the most basic aspirations of 
the people,” said Atef Mur- 
taja, a 30-year-old econom- 
ist. “It has just taken away 
our hopes. Our frustration 
now is as great as our earlier 
expectations.” 

Hb people had hoped Mr. 
Arafat’s presence would be 
the catalyst for turning the 
autonomous areas into a de 
facto state with the help of 
money from donor countries 
and Palestinians living 
abroad. 

Soon after Mr. Arafat’s 
festive return on July 1, 
however, the feeling of being 
in prison returned. 

• Israel still controls the bor- 
ders of Gaza. The number of 
Palestinian and Israeli roadb- 
locks has multiplied. Getting 
a permit to leave the Gaza 
Strip is more complicated. 

On July 21, Mr. Arafat 
said he could not go to 
Jericho, which he originally 
chose as the seat of govern- 
ment, until Israel fulfilled its 
promise to establish a safe 
passage for Palestinians be- 
tween the West Bank town 
and Gaza. Mr. Arafat visited 
Jericho for a few hours ear- 
fier in July, in an Egyptian 
helicopter, but has not re- 
lumed. 

Hb first month in Gaza has 


been marred by violence. 

Two Palestinians were lul- 
led and scores of Arabs and 
Israelis wounded in protests 
by Arab workers seeking en- 
try into Israel. There were 
several attacks on Israeli set- 
tlers and soldiers and a 
Palestinian died during inter- 
rogation by Palestinian 
ponce. 

Sufi an Abu Zayda of Mr. 
Arafat's Fateh faction said 
leaders of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
were not surprised by the 
disappointment that de- 
veloped after the takeover 
from Israel was completed 
May 18. 

‘The people had expected 
the agreement to solve their 
economic problems, but it 
will take time," he said. Tm 
not at all worried, because 
things are bound to im- 
prove.” 

Economists say Mr. Arafat 
may have only a few months * 
to prove he can bring about 
change. 

"If they fail to do that, the 
demonstrations we used to 
see against the Israelis will 
turn against the Palestinian 
government,” one said. He 
requested anonymity for fear 
of reprisal. 

Mr. Arafat has blamed his 
woes on donor countries, 
which have yet to deliver a 
promised $2.4 billion in aid 
for development projects. 
Wary of the PLO's history of 
corruption and mismanage- 
ment, they demand that strict 
accounting procedures be 
established. 

Mr. Arafat has inaugu- 
rated a juice plant, a tempor- 
ary port and a U.S.-financed 
housing complex, but the un- 
employment rate remains at 
45 per cent and no more than 
25,000 Gazans work in Israel, 
the major source of jobs. 
That is less than one-quarter 
of the former number. 

In an effort to cut ex- 
penses, Mr. Arafat ove ruled 
the advice of aides and 
ordered a 42 per cent reduc- 
tion of police pay, causing 
widespread grumbling and 
doubts about the future loyal- 
ty of the 5,700-member force. 

“I was shocked when I 
beard about the cuts,” said 


Salem Khalil, 22, whose 
monthly pay went down from 
the equivalent of $450 to 
$268. 

“I had thought our life in 
the Palestinian police force 
would be an honourable one. 
How can they expect a sol- 
dier to remain loyal, to keep 
his morale high and to be 
upstanding when he’s 
hungry?” 

Palestinian security sources 
said Mr. Arafat risks losing 
followers to militants, who 
are more organised and have 
the money to provide food, 
medical services and educa- 
tion to an impoverished 
population. 

Opposition groups held a 
rally to criticise the autonomy 
government as weak and un- 
able to provide jobs. 

The fundamentalist Islamic 
Resistance Movement, or 
Hamas, and Islamic Jihad 
have made several attacks on 
Israeli settlers and soldiers. 
The PLO is obligated under 
the Israel-PLO accord to halt 
such attacks and arrest the 
perpetrators. 

Israel and some Palestinian 
groups also blame the fun- 
damentalist groups for the 
border violence. 

Mahmoud Zahhar of 
Hamas said his organisation 
will neither help the auton- 
omy government nor seek a 
confrontation with it 

Mr. Arafat's message to 
the daily stream of political, 
social and economic delega- 
tions has not changed since 
his arrival: Tighten your belts 
and don’t wait for foreign 
aid. 


His words are so predict- 
able that some bodyguards 
mouth them silently as he 
speaks. 

They are not the words 
Palestinians have waited so 
long to hear. 

“My dream is to make 
enough money to have a 
home after the suffering of 
living as a refugee,” said 
police Lieutenant Ghaleb 
Adal, 29. “Where’s that 
dream I came here for?” 

Lt. Adal, who arrived in 
June from PLO headquarters 
in Tunis, just took a pay cut 
from $815 to $500. 



Suits Arafat (second left), wife of Palestine 
Liberation Organisation Chairman Yasser 
Arafat; Intisar A] Wazir (second right) and the 


rfawghtgt’ (ri ght) lannch a cleamip ca m pa i gn on 
fee beach In Gaza City on Monday (AFP 
photo) 


Japan gives $15m for Gaza 
housing and clean-up 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Japan is providing $15 million 
to bouse Palestinian police- 
men and dean up the newly 
autonomous Gaza Strip* 
under a deal signed Monday 
with Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat. 

**1116 is the first massive 
project to renew the Gaza 
Strip,” where limited Palesti- 
nian autonomy was launched 
in May, said Terje Rod 
Larsen. U.N. undersecretary 
general and coordinator for 
fee West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

The Japanese government 
is funding a $5 million prog- 
ramme to collect garbage, 
improve sewage and roads as 
well as a $ 10-million project 
to bouse Palestinian police- 
men and their families. 

The projects will be im- 
plemented through fee Un- 
ited Nations Development 
Programme and are expected 
to provide employment for 
up to 15,000 Palestinians in 
Gaza. 

Mr. Larsen said $4 million 
would immediately be dis- 
bursed for fee dean-up pro- 
ject, which is to start soon 
and is expected to’ last nine 


months. 

Japan has pledged $200 
million to be used over two 
years, almost half of which is 
in fee implementation or pre- 
paratory stage, said Katsuh- 
isa U chi da, Japan’s ambassa- 
dor plenipotentiary. 

International donors have 
pledged S2.4 billion over five 
years to the development of 
fee new Palestinian self-rule 
areas. 

But the new Palestinian 
authority has complained 
feat international donors did 
not fulfill their pledges. The 
United States and fee World 
Bank say the Palestinians 
must have dear accounting 
procedures. 

Palestinian Housing Minis- 
ter Zakaria Agha signed 
Monday’s memorandum of 
understanding with Mr. 
Larsen and Mr. Uchida in the 
presence of Finance Minister 
Mohammad Nashashfiri. 

One of fee world's most 
densely populated areas, 
Gaza suffers from a 40 per 
cent unemployment rate. 


according to experts here. 
Some 20,000 Gazans have 


permits to work in Israel, but 
are often subjected to Israeli 
army closure orders. 


Mr. Arafat’s wife Suha 
joined around 150 youogsteis 
at a beach on Monday to 
launch Gaza City’s annual 
two-week summer deaning 
programme. 

Wife Israeli occupation 
gone and Gaza under Palesti- 
nian self-rule, the organisers 
hope there will be more en- 
thusiasm now than during fee 
programme's four-year his- 
tory. 

“We expect more people 
to join in, because in fee past 
everyone used to compare 
between fee. occupation and 
dirt,” said Iyad Sarraj, one of 
fee local organisers. 

“They didn't want to dean 
fee town as long as it was 
under occupation.' Now. 
there’s no more occupation.” 

After singing the national 
anthem and cheering fee 
arrival of Suha Arafat, fee 
teenagers rolled up their 
sleeves and got down to work 
clearing away seaweed and 
collecting litter. 

Mis. Arafat, in a dark blue 
shirt and jeans, joined in for 
an hour, together wife Urn 
Jihad, widow of slain senior 
PLO official Khalil Wazir. 
Half a dozen guards stood at 
their side. 


U.N. sees Israel-PLO accord as proceeding smoothly 


By ■ Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 


AMMAN — The United Na- 
tions, always a sympathiser 
with the Palestinians, have 
been organising numerous 
seminars and debates on how 
fee international community 
coukl respond positively and 
contribute to help the Palesti- 
nians develop their economy 
following the landmark 
anlonomy agreement of 
September. 

Taking the lead in the 
U.N. deliberations, which 
have resulted in materialising 
some development projects 
in Gaza and Jericho through 
the various U.N. agencies 
and non -govern mental orga- 
nisation (NGOs) active 
there, was the Committee on 
the Exercise of fee Inalien- 
able Rights of the Palestinian 
people. 

A good part of the $2.4 
billion aid that the interna- 
tional community {fledged for 
fee Palestinians after the 
signing of the Israeli-PLO 
autonomy accord is expected 
Co be channelled through the 
U.N agencies. 

Several countries have 
already signed bilateral 
accords with such as the Un- 
ited Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) 
and the United Nations De- 
velopment Programme 


(UNDP) under which con- 
tributions were made to fee 
development of the occupied 
territories through expanded 
U.N. programmes. 

’ The chanelling of the funds 
through the U.N. is an irri- 
tant to fee PLO, which would 
like to receive fluids directly. 
However, it has not become a 
serious problem in coopera- 
tion between the organisation 
and the U.N. at various 
would forums. 

The latest meeting 
arranged by the U.N. Com- 
mittee on fee Exercise of fee 
Inalienable Rights of fee 
Palestinian people, headed 
by Keba Birane Cisse of 
Senagai, was held last week 
for a review of fee latest 
developments on the Palesti- 
nian scene and fee outcome 
of discussions held at various 
forums. 

The committee chairman 
described “fee popular re- 
ception (Yasser Arafat) re- 
ceived (when he entered 
Gaza in early July) reflected 
the popular support of fee 
peace process and the Palesti- 
nian leadership,” a U.N. 
press release said. 

Mr. Cisse also hailed as an 
important development the 
appointment by Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali of a 
special coordination to serve 
as a focal point for all U.N. 
economic, social and other 


assistance to the Palestinians 
in the occupied territories. 

Mr. Nasser Al Kidwa, 
permanent observer for 
Palestine, said that the imple- 
mentation of fee agreement 
between Israel and the PLO 
bad gone smoothly. The 
Palestinian police force had 
been deployed and on July 1, 
Mr. Arafat bad paid his fiist 
visit to Gaza and Jericho. He 
had moved his headquarters 
from Tunis to the seat of 
Palestinian authority in 
Jericho. The authority was 
functioning normally and in- 
creasing its activities on a 
daily basis, he said. 

Despite those achieve- 
ments, some points needed 
further discussion between 
die two sides, he pointed out. 
The exact area of Jericho and 
the placement of Palestinian 
police on the bridge from 
Jericho to Jordan needed to 
be determined. Also, there 
were problems with fee re- 
lease of Palestinian detain- 
nees. 

The most important test 
now was to move quickly to 
fee second phase or negotia- 
tions in order to achieve 
agreement on autonomy for 
the rest of the West Bank. In 
addition, an agreement on 
fee general election with the 
participation of Palestinians 
was needed. 

“There had been some set- 


backs to fee implementation 
of fee declaration of princi- 
ples, Mr. Kidwa continued. 

According to the declara- 
tion, elections should have 
taken place this month. “Un- 
fortunately. it was not possi- 
ble to adhere to that timet- 
able,” the U.N. quoted Mr. 
Kidwa as saying. 

“Also, Israel had failed to 
relinquish its authority with 
regard to five areas as agreed 
upon in the declaration. In 
spite of the failure to abide by 
fee text and fee timetable, it 
was possible to expect 
reasonable negotiations,” he 
said. 

The issue of external eco- 
nomic and technical assist- 
ance was also of great rele- 
vance, he continued. Pledges 
from donors had amounted 
to 52.4 billion over a five- 
year period, $1.2 billion of 
which was to be spent in fee 
first three years. The Palesti- 
nians appreciated such 
pledges as they reflected fee 
commitment of the interna- 
tional community." Howev- 
er, such international assist- 
ance was not as forthcoming 
as had been hoped for, he 
said. “In answer to the ques- 
tion raised by some critics 
that the Palestinians were not 
ready to handle those funds, 
Mr. Kidwa expressed his con- 
viction that the Palestinian 
people were “ready enough.” 


In his opinion, he said, the 
donors and fee World Bank 
could have done a better job. 
“It was not a question of 
putting fee blame on anyone, 
but fee issue was important 
because of fee extremely dif- 
ficult economic situation in 
fee area, he was quoted. 
“Forty to 45 per cent of fee 
population was unemployed 
and the occupying power had 
destroyed the economic in- 
frastructure. The Palestinian 
people had received fee 
peace agreement positively 
and enjoyed the fruits of the 
new security, but no econo- 
mic improvement had been 
seen so far." 

On fee overall situation, he 
welcomed the contribution of 
the United Nations and cal- 
led for an inter-agency meet- 
ing to facilitate maximum 
coordination of concerned 
agencies. He also stressed the 
importance of United Na- 
tions activities and those of 
Special Coordinator Terje 
Roed Larsen, and said that 
those activities should be ex- 
tended to the whole occupied 
territory and not be limited to 
Gaza, Jericho and the West 
Bank. 

He also noted another im- 
portant development in 
Arab- Israel relations, namely 
that two days ago Jordan and 
Israel had formally made 
peace and issued a declara- 


tion. Palestine would extend 
its full support to future prog- 
.ress in relations between 
Syria and Israel, and between 
Lebanon and Israel. 

Also reviewed during fee 
meeting were reports of con- 
ferences held by the Non- 
Alignment Movement, the 
Organisation of African Uni- 
ty and North American 
NGOs as well as plans for a 
combined United Nations- 
NGOs meeting the question 
of Palestine. 

Mustapha Dili, Chief of the 
Palestine and Decolonisation 
Section of the Department of 
Public Information (DPI), in- 
troduced a new publication of 
DPI on the question of Pales- 
tine, entitled Promoting a 
Culture for Peace in the Mid- 
dle East. 

It was the fourth in the 
department’s Israeli-Palesti- 
nian dialogue series. The 
publication reflected the pro- 
ceedings of fee International 
Encounter for European 
journalists on fee Question of 
Palestine organised by DPI 
from June 9 to II, 1993 in 
London to discuss bow to 
promote a culture for peace 
in the Middle East. The 
members of fee encounter 
panel were policymakers and 
analysts from Palestine and 
Israel, as well as from Egypt, 
United Kingdom and the Un- 
ited States. 


news in brief 


Two hanged for rape in Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Two men, including a Christian 
Armenian, were hanged in public . m northern Iran for 
committing a rape during the holy Shi ite Mushm month of 
Moharam, a newspaper reported here Monday. Emdad 
Mahrami and Mikhail Rostami-Zadeh were found guilty of 
forcing their way into a house in the village ot Ochtabme, 
near Jolfa, and raping a woman at Being 

hanged each of fee accused received 1 10 lashes of fee whip, 
the Hamsbahri newspaper said. 


Islamic ministers to meet on Bosnia Thursday 


CAIRO (R) — An Islamic contact group of Bosnia will 
meet in Geneva on Thu reday to hear fee Bosnian govern- 
ment’s views on the outcome of a big-poweT contact group 
meeting, fee Egyptian Foreign Ministry said on Monday. 
The Islamic group — foreign ministers of eight Mushm 
countries — had delayed its meeting from July 29 specially 
to find out what the big powers would decide. The foreign 
ministers of the United States, Russia and major European 
states agreed in Geneva on Saturday to tighten existing 
sanctions on Serbia and Montenegro and to ask the U.N. 
Security Council to extend its embargo on fee rump 
Yugoslav republics. But on an issue close to Muslim hearts, 
lifting the ban on arming Bosnian Muslims, they said 
nothing new. They described it as a last resort measure 
feat “could become unavoidable.” Egyptwn Foreign 
Ministry sources said the Islamic meeting would decide on 
fee group’s next step to support Bosnia. The members of 
fee group, part of the Organisation of the Islamic Confer- 
ence, are Bangladesh, Bosnia, Egypt, Iran, Malaysia, 
P akis tan , Saudi Arabia and Turkey. 


Qatar to buy Mirage warplanes 


DOHA (AFP) — Qatar has signed a deal with 
‘company Marcel Dassault to buy Mirage 2000/5 warplanes, 
the government said Monday during a visit by French 
Defence Minister Francois Leotard. Qatari Defence Minis- 
ter sheikh Hamad Ben Abdullah AI Thani made the 
announcement after talks with Mr. Leotard, who arrived 
here Monday on a one-day visit during which the two 
signed a military cooperation accord. Sheikh Hamad did 
not give details about the number of jets involved or say 
when the agreement was signed with the French company, 
according to the official Qatari news agency. Nor was there 
any information about the defence pact. “This accord 
shows how solid ties are between the two countries and the 
intention of the two governments to strengthen them in the 
future," Sheikh Hamad said. Seventy per cent of the 
equipment in Qatar's armed forces come from France and 
Paris is hoping to sell Doha Leclerc tanks, diplomats said. 
Mr. Leotard last visited Qatar in November 1993. 


Moroccans await passage at Spanish ports 


ALGECIRAS (AP) — Thousands of Moroccans jammed 
the ports of southern Spain Monday awaiting passage home 
across the Strait of Gibraltar for their summer vacation. 
Some 3,500 vehicles crowded the parking areas near the 
port of Algedras, with new arrivals expected to wait 24 
hours for ferry service to Tangier and between four and five 
horns for transport to Ceuta, a Spanish enclave in 
Morocco. The migration of Moroccans, most of whom 
work in France, the Netherlands and other European 
Union countries, strains fee port facilities every year. Since 
this year’s influx began in earnest in JoidJuly, .643,000 
passengers have passed through Algedras, Almeria and 
Malaga in 137,000 vehicles, according to the. civil protec- 
tion office. A total of lOferries work out of Algedras, with 
t^ps to Tangier taking three hours and to Ceuta one hour. 
On a busy day, there are more than 40 departures from the 
port. The less-frequented ferries from Almeria and Malaga 
ply fee waters to Melilla, fee other Spanish North Africa^ 
endave, and gateway to eastern Morocco. The greatest 
traffic of Moroccan vacationers ends by Aug. 15. They 
return trips tend to be more staggered, meaning there is 
less traffic in the port cities. 


Missing Israeli Jew turns up as Muslim 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — An Israeli Jew who 
went missing for 24 years has turned up as a Muslim 
convert with an Arab name living in the West Bank town of 
Bethlehem, the Israeli news agency ITEM said Monday. N 11 
Yaakov, 63, was tracked down after his family launched 
legal proceedings at Haifa court in northern Israel to sell 
his share of fee inheritance. Investigations showed that Mr. 
Yaakov had not died as believed but was living under fee 
name of Abed Al Aziz in Bethlehem. In his last letters to 
relatives in 1970, Mr. Yaakov told them of his intention to 
convert to Islam and asked them not to try to contact him. 


Kuwaiti prince leaves S. Arabia after talks 


DUBAI (R) — Kuwaiti Crown Prince and Prune Minister 
Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al Sabah left Saudi Arabia on 
Monday saying his talks with King Fahd reflected a 
common desire to consult on all matters, fee official Saudi 
Agency said. “My visit to my second country comes within 
the context of the desire by die wise leadership of the sister 
countries to continue coordination and consultation on all 
matt ers,” Sheikh Saad said in a departure statement 
carried by fee agency. Sheikh Saad, who met King Fahd in 
Jeddah on Sunday, said they exchanged views on bow to 
boost cooperation with the country that gave shelter to his 

f overoment during seven months of exile after Iraq’s Aug 
, 1990, invasion of Kuwait. Kuwait’s Al Seyasseh newt- 
paper said on Sunday Sheikh Saad would during his visit 
extend an invitation from the emir, Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad AI Sabah, to King Fahd to visit Kuwait. King Fahd 
liKt virited Kuwait in December 1991 for a summit of fee 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). 
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Afghani 


JORDAN TRUEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

.... ... Envoyc Spcaal 

.............. New* in french 

Grands Galops 

IMS News in Hebrew 

IMS 

Varieties from Jcrasb Festival 

IRJ8 lnno**t»o« 

MM News in Arabic 

M3> Hollywood Stunt Makers 

MM ThcCbmmbh 

News in English 

The Barden of Proof 

MM .... Harry and the Anderson* 

v PRAYER TIMES 

MeM .... - Fajr 

CMC (SaorixlDmhM 

MU Dhuhr 

WXL ‘A» 

Mkjk Maghreb 

am ts*w 

CHURCHES 

51.. Mary of Naaaiwtti Church 
Swdfeh, Tel. 810740 
1 — iiiTiTIii of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

9L Joseph dutch Td. 624590. 
Chick «r the AumfaMon Tel. 
637440, 

Be la Safe Cbareh Td. 661757 
Ifcmancm Omreh Td: 622366 
Otordi or the A nn an ri a ti f Td. 
623541. 


Tei. 630851. Td. 


628543. 


Td. 


771331. 

AimiiiIbii Orthodox Omh Td. 

775261. 

St- Ephrofan Chore* Td. 771731. 
Aiann Irtcruarioxal Chart* Td. 

652526. 

Evaogdlcsl Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Cangregathm Td. 684105 
The Charefa of Jens Christ of 
Latter-Day Safcts Td. 654932 
Cbmrh oT m—v— Tel, 675691. 
The Eraagdkal Local Chore* la 



readings: Amman 39 per cent. 
Aqaba 22 per cent. 


Td. 81 1295. 

WEATHER 


Bulletin suppfi&t try the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


Fine weather conditions wB con- 
tinue to prevail with clouds appear- 
ing at low altitudes and winds 
northwesterly moderate to active. 
In Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


NfmJMax. temp 

Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


18GB 

25/56 

16/30 

24/34 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 27. Aqaba 36, Humidity 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ghaleb Zawaideh ....... 736011 

Dr. Khaldoun Asfour 666873 

Dr. Adrian Zagfaloul ......... 898140 

Dr. Jamal Ja’bari 796460 

Fins pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AIAscma pharmacy 637055 

Niiroukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Satan pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcbani pharmacy 637660 

Nairouih pharmacy 623672 

Sajib pharmacy JUT/-"’ 

men): 

Dr. All ShOqairi 246140 

Alquds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA; 

Dr. Khalil Abu Hussdn ....985000 
Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

FooH Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ...... 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pobfic Security Department 630321 

Hold COmplahns 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints .., 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(dircooty assistance) 121 

OverscasCaBs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdel: Telephone Repairs 66 i 101 

Iordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Ionian 7741 1 1 

Water Authority riSOllTJ 

Jordan Efeetriaiy Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight information .... 08-53200 
Queen A&a Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
KhdkQ Maternity. J. Anm 

644281/6 

AkDch Maternity. J. Anm. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Sbmcaani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84584S 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen AEa Hospital 686100 

Amal Hospital 674I5S 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zara; National Hospital 

JC913CQ5G3 

[bn Sina Hcsptal i f-; 57"2 

AIHikma .'.Were Hospital f": fr 
DUUD: 

Princes Bass* Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272775 

IbaAlNafcaHospnal (02)247100 

AQABA; 

Princes Hays Hospital (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

®4ll0 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

Dhahran(RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

18:15.... Abo Dhabi. AI 'Ain (RJ) 

Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

17sS) Cairo (RJ) 

18.-M ... ... Madrid (add) (RJ) 

•- Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 
W25 Copenhagen. Frankfurt (RJ) 

Madrid (add) (RJ) 

ASrdrfd fedd) (RJ) 

High*: Tcrrrsina! 2) 

Vieras (05) 

gjjj Cairo (MS) 

Musol Al 'Ain. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

Riyadh (SV) 

RomefAZ) 

— Paris. Beirut (AF) 


2* ; ■■Kiev (6U) 

25 Amsterdam (KL) 

09:30 Bucharest (RO) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

jf 50 ® Vienna. Frankfort (RJ) 

Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

-z Paris (RJ) 

LZ = 55 Geneva, Brussels (RJ) 

™ *:■ Cairo (RJ j 

Madrid (RJ) 

23"* -Madrid (add) (R/) 

£*2* Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

Lamaca(Rj) 

“J*" — Jeddah (RJ) 

21:30 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

2200 ' * 
Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

5* V Mrut (add) (ME> 

I*? Lam&ca.RanwtAZ: 

.... Abu Dhabi. Al Ain (GF) 
JfS ~ Rhradh (SV) 

™ Amsterdam (KL) 

Bucharest (RQ) 


H1JAZ RAILWAY 

TRAIN 

Dtp. Anm... MO a.m. every Monday 
Arr. Dunam 5:00p.m. cvciy Monday 
Dep- Dcmst m 7:30a.m. cvciy Sunday 
Air. Amman .... 5:00p.m. every Sunday 

MARKET prices 

Uppcr/krwcr price in Os per kg. 

Apple 600/400 

Banana 630 

Banana (Mukammar) 620 

> abba ff 1 130/70 

5?**!“ 250/170 

Cauliflower (80/ 100 

CwMtBbcrsOaige) 150 / 100 

Cucumbers (small) 240/120 

|88P |an < 180/100 

450/250 

S™* 8SG/350 

P" 1 ?* 340 / 240 

if 0011 v- 420 / 280 

Marrow (Urge) 180/100 

Mawow (sman) 300/ 200 

Muhikhah 15W8Q 

PP 3 1000/500 

yv.nsw sot v jqo 

Qnnntdryj 250,3a- 

j’ t Melon :.\ - 

Pepper (hoi) ’’’ 280 1 i:\- 

Pepper (sweet) 250 /j«j 

400/ 250 

tomato 1KV50 

Sjriflgbcwe !!!!”“ 400/300 

Watermelon ....... ......... 130/80 
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Aug. 25 set for 



* 



VISITING QAF CENTRE: Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma Monday tours ports 
of Tafileh Govemorate vhert she inspected 
the Queen Alia Fond for Social Development 
(QAF) Centre operating in the region. The 
centre has been providing mother and chfld 
care services, and or ganising and running 
social and vocational programmes for local 
women. The Princess, who is honorary chair- 


person of QAF, opened a QAF branch at 
Aimeb mid entrusted a local charitable society 
with Hs activities. Later, Princess B asma met 
women residents of die area to bear their 
reqaests and their views. She urged the women 
to set op an ad hoc committee to organise and 
head their activities, following die example of 
women’s onions wot in other governances. 


Prime Minister briefs Cabinet 
on King’s Washington visit 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
.Cabinet, meeting in an ex- 
traordinary session Monday, 
heard a report by Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Majali 
on the outcome of His Majes- 
ty King Hussein's visit to the 
united States and the latest 
developments in the Middle 
East peace process. 

Briefing journalists on the* 
session afterwards. Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs 
Talal A1 Hassan said that the 
prime minister went into de- 
tails of the King's meetings 
with U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton and Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin, as well as 
his meetings'- with other 
senior U.S. officials and his 
address to the joint session of 
the U.S. Congress. 

In addition, the premier 
reviewed the important 
clauses included* in the 
Washington Declaration 1 ' 
signed by King Hussein and - - 
Mr. Rabin on July 25, and< — 
elaborated on issues of con- 
cern to the Kingdom that 
were included in the docu- 
i nent, according to Mr. A1 
Hassan. 

The cabinet ministers 
voiced their deep apprecia- 
tion of the King's endeavours 
and sacrifices for the nation, 
and praised the outcome of 
his trip to Washington and his 
talks on the Middle East 
question and the Palestine 



Abdul Salam Mqjali 

issue, said Mr. AI Hassan. 

In reply to a question ab- 
out Article III of the 
Washington Declaration and 
its compatibility with U.N. 
: Security Council Resolution 
242. concerning the status of 
Jerusalem, the minister said 
that Dr. Majali explained to 
the ministers that Jordan will 
maintain custody of the holy 
places in Jerusalem, which 
means Jordan will be given 
the role to negotiate the fu- 
ture of the holy places during 
the final phase of the peace 
process. 

The minister said Article 
m reaffirmed Jordan's right 


of custody over the holy 
places in the city and did not 
create a new right for the 
Kingdom,, stressing that.ihe.. 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) will retainthe- 
right to negotiate the political 
and geographical future of 
the aty of Jerusalem in its 
capacity as the sole and legiti- 
mate representative of the 
Palestinian people. 

Mr. AI Hassan said Jor- 
dan. which severed adminis- 
trative links with the West 
Bank in 1988, has retained its 
right to run the affairs of and 
care for the holy shrines in 
Jerusalem. 


By P.V. Vjvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Aug. 25 has 
been set as the target date 
for the beginning of a land- 
based verification regime at 
Aqaba to replace offshore 
interceptions and inspec- 
tions by warships as part of 
the enforcement of the in- 
ternational sanctions 
against Iraq, official 
sources said Monday. 

They said two officials of 
Lloyds Register, a London- 
based independent firm, 
arrived last week in Jordan 
and were working at Aqaba 
to prepare the groundwork 
for the stationing of a six- 
member team ' of Lloyds 
surveyors wbo will observe 
all incoming and outgoing 
cargo. 

“Hopefully, the arrange- 
ment will be finalised in all 
respects and in place by 
Aug. 25,” said one source. 
“By then, it is also ex- 
pected that the U.N. will 
approve the arrangement.” 

The sources noted that 
the U.N. Security Council 
had not issued an adminis- 
trative or executive deci- 
sion approving the sea- 
based inspections to en- 
force the sanctions against 
Iraq when it imposed the 
sweeping trade embargo 
following the August 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

“However, we think it is 
absolutely necessary this 
time around that we have a 
fully formalised U.N. deri- 
sion behind the land-based 


verification regime so that 
no changes could be made 
in the future without a simi- 
lar U.N. move,” said the 
source. 

Other sources said Jor- 
dan had forwarded all 
necessary documents to the 
U.N. in New York request- 
ing the world body's 
approval of the Jordanian- 
LJoyds agreement and the 
method of payment to 
Lloyds Register through an 
escrow account controlled 
by the U.N. 

The Kingdom is expected 
to claim the cost of the 
Lloyds Register presence at 
Aqaba from the U.N. com- 
pensation fund set up in 
1991 for war reparations 
for" direct “and indirecrvio^ - 
tims of the Gulf crisis. 

Almost all the six Lloyds 
Register surveyors ex- 
pected at Aqaba will be of 
British nationality, the 
sources said. 

The U.S.-led naval task 
force now patrolling the 
Red Sea will cease its in- 
terceptions of Aqaba- 
bound ships as soon as the 
arrangement goes into 
place. “But they are un- 
likely to leave the area im- 
mediately,” said another 
source. “They might want 
to hang around keeping, 
watch to ensure that the 
arrangement works well 
before deciding to move 
away from the area.” 

Expected changes 

Amin Kawar, president 


British business team 
to arrive for talks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A British 
business delegation plans to 
visit Jordan towards the end 
of next month to discuss pros- 
pects of increasing trade with 
the Kingdom, according to 
Ian Cliff, head of a British 
team currently in the coun- 
try. 

Mr. Cliff, who is the head 
of Middle East Neareast and 
North Africa branch at the 
Department of Trade and.In- 
dustiy_ in Britain, made -the 
statement gt a meeting here 
Mondayiwith Haradi Tabbaa, 
chairman of the Jordan 
Businessmen's Association 
(JBA). 

The British business de- 
legation will hold meetings 
with Jordanian businessper- 
sons to discuss cooperation in 
launching joint investment 
projects, said Mr. Cliff. 

At the meeting with the 
JBA chief, the two sides re- 
newed ways of promoting 
economic and trade coopera- 


tion through the private sec- 
tors of the two countries and 
studied areas where joint 
ventures, especially in indus- 
try, would be possible. 

"We focused on im- 
plementing small and 
medium-size projects with 
joint financing from the pri- 
vate sectors of both coun- 
tries. and considered pro- 
ducts that could be marketed 
in Jordan and abroad." 

- -Mr. Tabbaa added {hat 
Jordan required credit facili- 
ties iff excess-df the six-month '* 
period which Britain current- 
ly offers the Kingdom. 

Jordan needs long-term 
credit facilities so that 
businesspersons can launch 
projects, especially in view of 
the coming peace, when pros- 
pects for investments are in- 
creased, said Mr. Tabbaa. 

He said die British official 
has promised to take up this 
issue with the concerned au- 
thorities ■ 


Children know that £ the show must go on ’ 


By Angham T am i mi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — During the 
Jerash Festival of Culture 
and Arts, chfldren-reiated 
activities were completely 
neglected whether by the 
press or by the festival's 
administrative body at a 
time when all the children's 
performances were 
attended by huge audi- 
ences. 

“Mr. Hat and His Tale” 
of the Children's Friends 
dub was one such play 
staged at the Sound and 
Light Theatre. 

The play tells the story of 
a prince who lives in a 
castle and does not know 
anything about the world 
outside, and his father 
ordered the servants to let 
him win any match or 
game. 

So, the five-year-old 
prince was raised knowing 
nothing about sorrow, 
pain, loss, or disappoint- 
ment. 

When he grew older, the 
prince decided to travel 


and see the world. Only 
then did he come across 
misery, sadness, pain and 
tears. But his heart was as 
hard as stone, until he met 
a poor girl whose father 
was a fisherman . 

At the end, he felt for 
himself the meanings of 
pain and suffering. 

Directed by Imad Yunis, 
the play toadies children 
how to love their countries, 
bow to follow the rules of 
society, how to do things 
correctly, and how to love 
others and interact with 
them. 

“The play is written is a 
simple way to teach the 
kids good lessons, and to 
entertain adults," Mr. 
Yunis told the Jordan 
Times. 

“We aim at introducing a 
respective art. a convincing 
art. This tale was written 
after reading many like- 
texts. We borrowed the les- 
sons of each to enrich 
ours,” added Mr. Yunis. 
“This tale, I think, is very 
important. It presents 
guidelines for the special- 
ists in the field of children’s 


drama.” 

Although the message of 
the tale hits its goal, the 
technique and decor 
looked rather poor. Black 
and white are not preferred 
for children's theatre, yet 
the director chose this stark 
background throughout all 
the scenes. In addition, the 
characters were wearing 
black trousers and white 
T-shirts, except Mr. Hat. 

“Action is more impress- 
ive than decor, I believe,” 
commented Mr. Yunis. 
"Children’s theatres 
abroad ... America intro- 
ducing killing and torture 
... all black. So, I am trying 
to catch the world's steps.” 

A drama teacher, Mr. 
Yunis, although happy with 
tiie children's performance, 
was very disappointed with 
the Jerash Festival organis- 
ers because, he said, they 
did not supply him with the 
amplest facilities he asked 
for ... a 3-step ladder for 
the stage, or any one to 
help him build the scant 
set. And because of this, he 
said, two of the chfld actors 
were injured. 



The Children's Friends Club Sunday night performs 
a scene from "Mr. Hat and His Tale” at the Sound 
and Light Theatre at the Jerash Festival of Culture 
and Arts (Photo by Yousef AJ ’Allan) 


Mr. Yunis also added 
that there was no press 
coverage for the children’s 
festivities, and tickets were 
sold only half and hour 
before each show. 

Despite all these prob* 


lems, the young actors 
proved to be stronger. 
They were creative with 
their spontaneous perform- 
ances and understood the 
meaning of “the show must 
go on.” 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

Nazek AI Malaikah admitted In hospital covered by the law and paying premiums to the SSC among 
r,a * them, 7,216 joined the system in June. It said the SSC 

AMMAN (Petra) — Iraqi poet Nazek AI Malaikah currently covers workers employed by 9,012 businesses in 

Monday was admitted to King Hussein Medical Centre. the private and public sectors including Jordanians and 

According to Minister of Culture Jumaa Hammad, His non-Jordanians. According to the statement also, the SSC 

Majesty King Hussein has asked that Mre. Ai Malaikah has so far invested JD 603.7 million of its collected capital 

(80) receive all the necessary medical attention she in local firms, housing projects, government bonds issued 

requires. The Ministry of Culture and the Iraqi embassy in by the Central Bank of Jordan, lands and other real estate, 

Amman arranged Mrs. Malaikah’s transportation to Am- hotels and banks. 

mnn where she arrived Sunday and was admitted to «... ■ ...... 

Si J Monday, said Mr. Hammad. Mrs. Malaikah was Agricultural exports declined in 1993 

to have been ill for some time prior to her 

hospitalisation in Jordan. AMMAN (AP) — The state-owned Jordan Agricultural 

hospitalisation in Marketing Organisation (AMO) said the Kingdom last 

■ in year sold fruits and vegetables worth JD 65.9 million or 9.5 

SSC collects J D 1 3m per cent of its overall exports. However, the AMO's annual 

. _ . report showed that key importers of last year’s produce 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Social Security Corporation were Gulf states with the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 

(SSC) collected JD 13.016 million in June in premiums getting 34 per cent of Amman's total exports of 345,000 

from beneficiaries covered by SSC law, raising to JD 58.397 metric tonnes. Bahrain got 25.3 per cent, Qatar 10.3 per 

million the total amount collected since the beginning of cent and Saudi Arabia 10-6 per cent. Kuwait, once a major 

1994, according to a statement issued Friday. By the end of trade partner, has not imported any goods from Jordan for 

June, the statement said, a total 751,692 citizens were four years. 


of the Jordan Shipping 
Agents Association, said 
the Lloyds Register pre- 
sence at Aqaba would help 
substantially reduce the ex- 
tra costs borne by Jorda- 
nian importers and facili- 
tate the flow of cargo. 

He said that many ships 
coming to Aqaba had to 
take an extra turnaround 
among Jeddah in Saadi 
Arabia, Hodeida in Yemen 
and Port Sudan to comply 
with the guidelines and re- 
quirements laid down by 
tiie inspectors aboard the 
frigates enforcing tiie sanc- 
tions. 

“The elimination of such 
a costly manoeuvre will 
contribute substantially to 
“reducin g lr eig iirforAqaba- 
bound cargo,” Mr. Kawar 
told the Jordan Times, not- 
ing that importers were 
paying $500 extra per 20- 
foot container and $1,000 

? er 40-foot container and 
15 per tonne of general 
cargo demanded by ship- 
owners to make up for the 
delay and diversion. 

“Vessels will also be able 
to use full capacity since 
cargo accessibility for high- 
sea inspections will no lon- 
ger be a requirement,” he 
noted. 

Nightime sailings will 
also be possible, Mr. 
Kawar said, referring to the 
practice of the inspectors to 
keep ships that arrive after 
sunset waiting overnight 
for inspections to begin the 
next morning, 

Another expected 
change at Aqaba is the 


possible resumption of reg- 
ular sailings to the port by 
shipping fines which sus- 
pended them in the face of 
the difficulties posed by the 
inspections, Mr. Kawar-— 
said. ' 

However, he cautioned; 
“It will not mean any boom 
in the flow of cargo through 
Aqaba.” -' T 

‘Tor such an improver* 
meat there has to bc'im 
easing if not the ltftiog of 
the international sanctions 
against Iraq,” he said. 

The verification proce- 
dures by Lloyds surveyors 
will be part of tiie regular 
cotoms inspections process 
at Aqaba as adopted by the 
authorities. Lloyds _Regjs^ 
ter representatives will be 
included in the regular 
teams that are formed by 
the Ports Corporation, the 
Customs Department and 
the concerned clearing 
agent as well as health au- 
thorities as warranted to 
inspect goods coming into 
Jordan as part of the King- 
dom’s regulations oh im- 
ports. 

Along with the team, the 
surveyors will verify that 
the goods conform to the 
relevant invoices, bill of 
lading and other docu- 
.ments and make their re- 
ports to tiie United Nations 
Sanctions Committee. 

“Beyond this observa- 
tion, the Lloyds people will 
have no otixu- role in the 
context of goods imported 
to Jordan,” said an official, 
emphasising that the role of 


the surveyors will be that of 
observers , and not inspec- 
tors. . -i 

Goods’ coming through 
Aqaba and destined* for 
—Iraq will be treated? dif- 
ferently. No Iraq-bound 
. cargo except, food 'and 
medicine will be allowed to 
leave the port of Aqaba 
without proper authorisa- 
tion from the. U.N. Sanc- 
tions Committee. 

The government' is ex- 
pected to approve - Jthis 
week a set of tariffs for.the 
fees that the JcmteniaA' im- 
porter and pti&ibly expor- 
ters will pay to foot the cost 
of the Lloyds Register pre- 
sence at the port. 

. Importers, will pay an 
average of around JD I pe r 
every tonne of goods com- 
ing in as general cargo. 

Separate tariffs are set 
for different kinds., of cargo 
depending on the nature of 
packing, whether containe- 
rised or bulk cargo,.- and 
key items such as food- 
staffs, medicine etc. are ex- 
empt from paying the 
charge. The tariff ^frac- 
ture, drawn up by the Ports 
Corporation in conjunction 
with the Jordan Shipping 
Agents Association,.* is 
awaiting government 
approval. - 

The per-tonne levy, will 
apply only . to general cargo 
while the charge for con- 
tainerised cargo will die 
around an average of JB25 
, per 20-feet container . which 
normally holds about.- 18 
tonnes. 


Romania, Jordan to sign 
updated trade agreement 


By Elia Nasraflah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A three- 
member Romanian delega- 
tion Wednesday will end a 
five-day visit to Jordan dur- 
ing which they negotiated 
the terms of a new trade 
agreement with' ‘officials 
from the ministries ofcJnr-— - 
dustryand Tr^je and Pfep- ^ , 
nine' and discussed trade 
exchanges with representa- 
tives of the Jordanian pri- 
vate sector. 

Michail Burghel, com- 
mercial counsellor at the • 
Romanian embassy in Am- 
man, told the Jordan Tunes 
that the two sides have 
prepared the text of an 
agreement which updates 
an earlier one signed in 
1968. The new agreement 


is to be signed by the minis- 
ters of trade and commerce 
probably in October of this 
year. 

Under the terms of the 
updated agreement. Jordan 
is granted a most-favoured- 
nation status in trade, with ■ 
free access to Romanian 
markets to promote the 
' sale 6T Jor danian products, 
■"Mx^Burghel said. ~ 

Jojpiap tgqjor^^ 

methanes, vegetables, cit- 
rus fruits, detergents and 
phosphates as well as tele- 
vision sets to Romanian 
markets. 

Mr. Burghel said that last 
year Jordan exported’ $4 
million worth of these pro- 
ducts to Romania, against 
$42 million worth of Roma- 
nian products imported to 
the Kingdom, including 
livestock, meat, cars, tim- 


ber, electrical appliances 
chemicals, steel produces, 
fabrics, window glass and 
porcelain. . .... . 

The new agreement will 
facilitate dealings between 
the private sector com- 
panies of both countries, . 
allowing for direct sales .to 
Jfcqpja^^j^pan ics^’or 
through^ ' IjUCf ' J ordanian- 
’ Romanian jamfecompaxuBS 


ghel. 

The delegation Moqday 
met Marwan Awad, secret- 
ary general Of the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade, -to 
discuss further aspects.; of 
the updated agreement -fol- 
lowing their meetings. ear- 
lier with Khaldoun Abu 
Hassan, president of. the 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try. V 



PRE-SCHOOL NEEDS: Hana’ Kurdi, pres- 
ident of AI Zahra’ Welfare Society Tor ChSd 
Care Monday explains to Minister of State and 
acting Social Development Minister Abdallah 
Jazi the aim of a training seminar on the 
pre-school stage spd its special needs inaugu- 
rated Monday at Snnafrr Elementary School 


in Sfcmetani. Partk^nirts include 40 repre- 
sentatives from the ministries of Education 
aid Social De v el op ment, Royal Jor danian 
(RJ), the Department of Mflifatry Education of 
the Jordanian Armed Farces m addttfogi; to 
Several welfare societies in Jordan (Petra 
photo) * 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


JERASH FESTIVAL 

ft Concert by Umaya FoBdoric Group at the South Theatre 
at 2030. 

ft Perfo r m a nce by the Armenian AI Jed AI Jadeed Society 
of Culture at Artemis Theatre at 19:00. 

* Monodrama: “Anthology of Martyrdom and Exile” at 
the Artemis Theatre at 1SNW. 

* ChOdren’s play: “Long live the Dead Sea” at the Sound 
and light Theatre at 20:00 p.m. 

ft Musical performance at the Garasia Theatre at 1930. 

ft Play entitle d “You Are Not You” at the Garasia Theatre 
at 2030: 

NEWS HOUR 

^ ABC News BgHghts and McNeR-Lehrcr News Hour at 
the American Center at 5:00 pmu. 


-ft Ceramic exhibition by artist Haidar Ra’ouf at the Royal - 
Cultural Centre. . _ 

ft Jordan Industries Expo at the International Mofiir 1 
Exhibition ora 653854). ' 

* Exhibition entitled ‘‘Environmental Technofaghes^A [ 
Travelling Information Cadre” at the American Carter. 

ft Exhibition qf painting* hy Jordanian and Iraqi wtidt * 
Oriafi Art Gallery in Unm Uthebia (TeL 826932). t 

ft “A one-painting exhibition** (abort 15-metre long which 

took two years to complete) by Marwan AI ABan attjfie 
Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art (Td. 695291)*. ‘ 

* Exhibition of Arabic erttferaphy at" the Royal Cattnfal -. i 
Centre. 

ft Exhibition entitled “Arab Artists In France” at the 
Jordan National GaBery of Fine Arfa.Jabal Lmrtfbdeh. 
off AI Murtazah Circle (Td. 630128). ■ 
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State of siege declared in Haiti 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — 
Haiti's de facto president 
slammed the international 
community Monday, accus- 
ing foreign governments of 
ganging up on the Caribbean 
nation and looking to start a 
war. 

“The whole world has de- 
clared war on Haiti,” 
military-backed Provisional 
President Emile Jonassaint 
said in a speech broadcast on 
state television. 

Asking ail Haitians to unite 
to face tne threat of invasion. 
Mr. Jonassaint said: “Facing 
the intolerable. I ask you to 
put all political passions 
aside, to assume proudly and 
courageously our duty as 
Haitians.” 

“Seventy-nine years after 
the landing of U.S. Marines 
on our national soil, a threat 
of invasion and occupation of 
our country is in the works," 
he added, before criticising 
the international community 
for its “lax morality.” 

The early morning 
announcement came just 
hours after the U.N. Security 
Council voted 12-0 in New 
York on a resolution allowing 
the United States to invade 
Haiti, should it choose, to 
remove the military leaders 
who took power in a bloody 
September 1991 coup. 

President Clinton has re- 
fused to rule out military 
action to oust the coup lead- 
ers but U.S. officials have 
repeatedly said an invasion is 
not “imminent.” 

Some have argued for de- 
laying any intervention to 
give harsh sanctions imposed 
by the U.S. and the U.N. 

U.S. priest 
freed by 
Filipino 
Muslim 
rebels 

ZAMBOANGA. Phifypiiies (R) 
— A kidnapped American 
priest rescued by Filipino 
Muslim guerrillas said Mon- 
day he thought he would die 
when a firefight erupted be- 
tween the rebels, and his Isla- 
mic fundamentalist captors. 

One bullet struck Father 
Clarence Bertelsman in the 
buttocks and another grazed 
his left arm during a 15- 
minute gun battle around the 
van in which he was being 
held on Jolo Island in the 
southern Philippines Sunday. 

“The thought (of being kil- 
led) crossed my mind. It was 
always a possibility. Many 
people get (rilled even just 
crossing the street,” the 70- 
year-old missionary from 
BeQeviDe, Hfinois, said in an 
interview from Ids hospital 
bed in Zamboanga Oty. 

Two of the kidnappers 
were killed in the shooting 
while two of his rescuers, 
guerrillas from the main- 
stream Moro National Li- 
beration Front (MNLF), 
were wounded. 

Fr. Bertelsman was saying 
mass in a chapel inside Jolo 
Police headquarters when 15 
gunmen of the Abu Sayyaf 
group, wearing police uni- 
forms. seized him. 

The boldness with which 
the extremists drove into the 
camp undetected and grab- 
bed the Catholic priest with- 
out firing a shot provoked 
outrage in the southern Phi- 
lippines. 

Radio reports said the kid- 
nappers even waved at camp 
guards as they drove off with 
Fr. Bertelsman inside their 
van. 

“If this law enforcement 
unit cannot protect its own 
camp, how can it protect the 
citizens?” asked Senator 
Rodolfo Biazon, former 
armed forces chief. 

Fr. Berteisman's MNLF 

rescuers were thanked by 
government commanders 
Monday. The group is nego- 
tiating a final peace settle- 
ment with the government 
and has given its tactic sup- 
port for a military assault on 
the fundamentalist Abu 
Sayyaf. 

The Abu Sayyaf, blamed 
for a spate of kidnappings 
and bombings in the south m 
the past two years, is already 
holding a Filipino priest hos- 
tage in nearby Basilan Island. 

It was not immediately 
clear whether the Bertelsman 
kidnap was an attempt by its 
fighters to put pressure on 
the military to end an attack 
on their strongholds. 

Fr. Bertelsman said he had 
just finished his sermon when 
eight men with guns drawn 
walked into the chapeUand 
told him the local governor 
wanted to see him. 

“I knew it was kidnapping 
because the governor would 
not dll for me during a 
mass." Fr. Bertelsman said. 


time to work. 

Since the tough new mea- 
sures jjfere imposed in May 
and June, trade between 
Haiti and the rest of the 
world has ground to a halt. 
The country’s isolation was 
complete Saturday when air 
links were cut. All money 
transfers between the two na- 
tions are forbidden, prices 
have skyrocketed, unemploy- 
ment has soared and many 
businesses have closed. 

-Mr. Jonassaint, an 81-year- 
*old former Supreme Court 
president, also blasted the 
country’s . ousted President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 

Mr. Aristide, a popular 
Roman Catholic priest who 
became Haiti’s first democra- 
tically elected leader in De- 
cember 1990, reigned for less 
than eight months before 
being toppled. He is current- 
ly living in exile in Washing- 
ton while diplomatic efforts 
to restore him continue. 

The U.N. vote opens the 
way for the United States to 
intervene to oust the coup 
leaders but also provides for 
the presence of 6,000 U.N. 
troops in the country once a 
“safe and stable environ- 
ment” has been secured. 

U.S. officials said the vote 
sent a dear warning to Haiti’s 
army leaders that they must 
resign soon, or else. 

Only China and Brazil, 
which represented the mis- 
givings of Latin American 
nations, abstained from the 
vote. 

There was no official re- 
sponse to the U.N. ballot 
from Haiti’s ruling military 
but Mr. Jonassaint and mem- 


bers of his government met 
with Commander-in-Chief 
Lieutenant General Raoul 
Cedras before the de facto 
president gave his address. 

The military installed Mr. 
Jonassaint as provisional 
president on May 11 but the 
move was roundly denounced 
by the international commun- 
ity as “illegal” and “unconsti- 
tutional." 

Most of the capital was in 
darkness when Mr. Jonas- 
saint’s short speech aired at 
2:30 a.m. Power blackouts 
have intensified in recent 
days and many parts of the 
city receive less than seven 
hours of state power a day. 

Those who did have elec- 
tricity were treated to a pre- 
speech diet of nationalist slo- 
gans. footage of the 1989 
U.S. invasion of Panama and 
eulogies to Charlemagne 
Peralte, the black resistance 
leader killed in 1919 by 
occupying U.S. forces. 

The U.N. measure gives no 
timetable for a possible inva- 
sion but “authorises member 
states to form a multinational 
force under a unified com- 
mand and control” and “to 
use all necessary means” to 
facilitate the departure from 
Haiti of the military lead- 
ership.” 

The phrase “all necessary 
means” was used in a 1990 
Gulf war resolution that per- 
mitted U.S. forces to drive 
Iraqi troops out of Kuwait. 

Tne resolution also pro- 
vides for U.N. observers to 
monitor any potential inva- 
sion. It calls for a 6,000- 
strong U.N. peacekeeping 
force to take over when the 


Poland honours Warsaw 
uprising victims as heroes 


WARSAW (R) — More than 
200,000 victims of the 1994 
Warsaw Uprising against 
Nazi occupation were hon- 
oured as national heroes 
Monday as Poland marked 
the 50th anniversary of one of 
World War ITs bloodiest bat- 
tles. 

President Lech Walesa 
joined hundreds of veterans 
of the uprising at an outdoor 
mass said by Poland's Roman 
Catholic primate. Cardinal 
Jozef Glemp, commemorat- 
ing the 63-day struggle in 
which the Polish capital was 
almost completely destroyed. 

Thousands of red-and- 
whitc Polish flags fluttered 
over the city as medal- 
wearing veterans took com- 
munion in the central Mar- 
shal Jozef Pflsndski Square. 
Many, including Card. 
Glemp and Mr. Walesa, were 
sheltered from the blazing 
sun by umbrellas. 

“The Warsaw uprising has 
a key importance to the 
Europe of the second half of 
the 20th century,” Polish- 
born Pope John Paul said in a 
messag e read out by Papal 
Nuncio Jozef Kowakzyk, the 
Vatican’s diplomatic envoy in 
Warsaw. 

“It was tire beginning of 
the process of shaping inde- 
pendent states in Central and 
Eastern Europe which could 
be fully carried out only in 
1989 after the collapse of the 
totalitarian systems,” he said, 
referring to the end of Com- 
.munist rule,. 


Foreign leaders, including 
German President Roman 
Herzog, U.S. Vice-President 
AI Gore and British Prime 
Minis ter John Major, were 
due to attend tire main cere- 
monies at the city’s huge 
Warsaw Uprising Monument 
Monday evening. 

The outgunned insurgents, 
who began the uprising on 
Aug. 1, 1944, were forced to 
surrender by Oct. 2 without 
achieving their aim of taking 
control of - Warsaw before the - 
Soviet army arrived and 
established Communist rule. 

Soviet troops stood im- 
mobile east of Warsaw as the 
Germans pummelled and 
starved the insurgents into 
capitulaltion, while armed 
assistance hum the West was 
impossible. Mercy airlifts by 
the Western allies had only 
limited success. 

Pedes regard the uprising as 
an heroic struggle for their 
homeland ana It helped 
shape their outlook on the , 
modem world. 

“East and West have never 
stood face to face in such a 
spectacular way,” Card. 
Glemp said in an homily. 

“On the left bank of the 
River Vistula, Poles were 
fighting for independence un- 
aided. On the right bank, 
there were armed Polish sol- 
diers who had to wait for the 
collapse of the uprising," he 
said. 

Card. Glemp condemned 
the Soviet domination of Po- 
land until Communist rule 
ended in August, 1989. 


Report: Document clears 
Churchill on Pearl Harbour 


invaders leave and a “secure 
and stable environment" has 
been established. 

U.S. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright, while 
refusing to say if an invasion 
was imminent, told the Coun- 
cil the “moment of decision is 
at hand.” 

She said the Council was 
riving a “simple” message to 
Genera] Raoul Cedras, his 
deputy. General Philippe 
Biamby, and Port-Au- 
Pri nee’s police chief, Colonel 
Michel Francois, who led the 
coup that overthrew Mr. 
Aristide in September 1991. 

“You too have a choice. 
You can depart voluntarily 
and soon, or you can depart 
involuntarily and soon. Hie 
$un is setting on your ruthless 
ambition,” she said. 

Before the council voted, 
key Latin American states, 
including Mexico, Uruguay 
and Venezuela as well as 
Cuba, spoke strongly against 
a possible invasion. 

Mexico's ambassador, Vic- 
tor Flores Olea, head of the 
Latin American and Carib- 
bean group of states at the 
United Nations, said the cri- 
sis in Haiti was not a threat to 
peace and security of the 
hemisphere or the world. 

“From the standpoint of 
history, military intervention 
in our hemisphere has invari- 
ably been traumatic,” he 
raid, adding that the resolu- 
tion set a dangerous prece- 
dent. 

“In other words, a kind of 
a carte blanche is given for a 
multinational force to act in- 
definitely when it deems it to 
be appropriate,” he said. 


U.S. 
Marines 
join war 
against 
nature 


ENTIAT, Wash. (AP) — 
The Marines joined the war 
against .wildfires raging across 
the American west Monday, 
camping in a smoke-filled 
-valley- -new this -central - 
Washington town to help bat- 
tle the oiggest Maze. 

The first of 1,100 Marines 
from California’s Camp 
Pendleton arrived Sunday. 
They were welcome relief to 
2,775 sleep-starved firefigh- 
ters trying to choke off a 
36,8004iectare (90,900-acre) 
fire burning across pine- 
covered ridges and valleys in 
the Eastern Cascade Range. 

Busloads of Marines 
travelled np a winding road 
to a ranch donated as a camp- 
site. They searched for dear 
spots among the cow patties 
mid rattlesnakes and pitched 
a dty of green, two-peison 
tents as fire crept through the 
woods on either side of the 
broad meadow. 

“IPs kind of eerie," said 
Sgt. Mark Grebetz, puffing a 
cigarette. “It reminds me of 
the Gulf war, with all the 
smoke.” 

A second battalion of ab- 
out 550 Marines was sche- 
duled to reach camp by Tues- 
day. Another 1,000 soldiers 
in two army battalions are 
training at Fort Hood, Texas, 
and expected to join firefigh- 
ters in Idaho and Montana 
Wednesday, Army spokes- 
woman Dixie Porter said. 




FUt photo taken in May 1994, at Port-Au- the U.N. Security Council’s decision to antho- 
Prince of tn te ri m President Emile Jonassaint, rise a U.S.-led invasion if the military regime 
who ordered a state of siege in Haiti following does not cede power (AFP photo) 

Hostages put to work while Cambodian 
rebels wait for ransom response 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas nave 
put three foreign hostages to 
work in the paddy fields 
while they await a response 
to a ransom demand of 
$50,000 U.S. in gold for each 
hostage, a senior police offic- 
er Monday. 

“The Khmer Rouge have 
made them work hard dig- 
ging the paddy fields. Their 
hands were sore became they 
were not used to this work,” 
the police officer said. 

The police had received 
the information about the 
hostages from local people 
used as intermediaries be- 
tween the authorities and the 
guerrillas,, the officer said. 

The three, Australian 
David Wilson, 29, Mark Sla- 
ter, 28, from Britain, and 
Frenchman Jean-Michel Bra- 
quet, 27, were seized in a 
train • ambush in southern . 
Kampot province last week. 

They are being detained at 
the jungle headquarters of 


Khmer 'Rouge Commander 
Paet at Phnom Vour near the 
scene of the ambush. 

Prince Norodom Ranar- 
iddh showed AFP a three- 
page handwritten letter Sun- 
day indicating that the bos-, 
tages were safe and outiinmg 
the Khmer Rouge demands. 

“I can just ray they are 
safe. We got a handwritten 
letter which says they are 
alive,” the prince said at his 
residence. 

The first page had a photo 
of Wilson attached and was 
also signed by the other two 
hostages while the two other 
pages, written in neat Khmer 
script, said the guerrillas 
wanted a 100 damlungs of 
gold for the release of each 


A Handling of gold iswOlth 

about $500. 

Prince Ranariddh did not 
comment on whether a ran- 
som would be paid bat said 
the government’s priority was 


for the prompt, safe release 
of the three. 

The respective Western 
embassies here have refused 
to comment on the ransom or 
anything about the case. 

But government officials 
said the embassies were 
against paying a ransom in 
the case of Australian and 
two Britons who were kid- 
napped by suspected Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas in April on 
the main road to Sihanoukvil- 
le in the neighbouring Koh 
Kong province. 

Forensic tests are currently* 
being carried out on human 
remains that are suspected to 
be those of Kellie Wilkinson 
and Britons Dominic Chap- 
pell and Una Dominy. 

A foreign affairs. spokes- 
man in Australia said Can- 
berra would not concede to 
direct demands for a cash 
ransom but added: “There 
are other ways that this whole, 
problem can be looked at and 
we are certainly doing that.” 


Executed Soviet general was ‘crown 
jewel’ of U.S. spy network — CIA 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Information passed to the 
CIA over more than 20 years 
by Soviet General Dimitri 
Polyakov was so valuable it 
led to renewed Sino-U.S. ties 
and victory in the Gulf war, a 
magazine reported. 

CIA officials quoted by 
Time magazine said Gen. 
Polyakov, a top officer in the 
Soviet Union’s military in- 
telligence unit, paid with his 
life when QA agent turned 
Soviet spy Aldrich Ames ex- 
posed mm. 

“What General Polyakov 
did for the West didn’t just 
help win the cold war, it kept 
the cold war from becoming 
hot Gen. Polyakov’s role 
was invaluable,” CIA Direc- 
tor James Woolsey told the 
weekly magazine. 

Gen. Polyakov was by far 


LONDON (AP) — A newly 
released wartime document 
dears Winston Churchill of 
knowing that Japan was ab- 
out to attack Pearl Harbour 
but not warning the United 
States, a news report said 
Monday. 

The Daily Telegraph said 
the document, an internal ' 
history of Britain's naval in- 
telligence division, was writ- 
ten m 1945. 

It was released from its 
shroud of World War II 
secrecy last week under 
Prime Minister John Major's 
policy of lessening British 
official confidentiality and 
was made available at the 
Public Record Office at Kew 
in West London for scrutiny 
by historians. 

Since the end of the war 
some historians have sought 
to show that Mr. Churchill 
knew of an imminent 
Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbour but refused to warn 
President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. They say the Grit- 
ish leader was so desperate to 
pitch the then neutral United 
States into the war that he 
was prepared to let the raid 
go ahead. 

Japan's carrier-borne air- 
craft attacked the U.S. Paci- 
fic Fleet at Pearl Harbour in 
the early hours of Dec. 7, 
1941. The United States en- 
tered the war the following 
day. The Pearl Harbour 
attack lolled 2,400 people 
and America lost 120 aircraft 


the most important loss stem- 
ming from Ames’ treason. Of 
all the double agents re- 
cruited by the United States 
during the cold war, 
“Polyakov was the jewel in 
the crown,” Mr. Woolsey 
said. 

Mr. Woolsey has been 
leading a public relations 
campaign in recent weeks in 
an effort to counter efforts by 
Ames to minimise the impact 
of his spying for Moscow. 

In January 1990, Pravda, 
then the official publication 
of the Soviet government, 
announced Gen. Polyakov's 
execution on March 15, 1988. 
Ames was convicted in 
February to life in prison for 
espionage. 

Code named “top bat”, 
Gen. Polyakov began work- 
ing for the U.S. in 1961. The 


documents be passed to the 
CIA filled 25 drawers at the . 
CIA, according to Time. 

When he was posted in ■ 
Rangoon in the late 1960s, 
Gen. Polyakov transmitted 
information gathered by 
Soviet forces on the Chinese 
army and the Vietnamese. 

As head of the intelligence 
agency’s China division, be 
photographed documents re- 
vealing the growing differ- 
ences between China and the 
Soviet Union. 

Promoted to general in 
1974, Gen. Polyakov had ac- 
cess to technical information 
on Soviet anti-tank missiles. 

According to Time, this 
information helped the Un- 
ited States during the Gulf 
war in 1991 fighting Iraqi 
forces armed with Soviet 
tanks. 


and 19 ships. 

In a book in 1993, Betrayal 
At Pearl Harbour, authors 
James Rusbridger and Eric 
Nave claimed that Britain 
had cracked vital Japanese 
codes and was able to inter- 
cept naval signals which 
alerted them to an imminent 
attack on Pearl Harbour. 

Nave, who died in July 
1993, was an Australian cryp- 
tanalyst who brokeimportant 
Japanese codes before and 
during the war. 

But the Daily Telegraph 
quoted Anthony Best, a lec- 
turer in international history 
at the London School of Eco- 
nomics and Political Science, 
as saying the newly released 
document dearly sets out to 
show Britain had no adv- 
anced knowledge of the 
attack. 

Mr. Best told die paper in 
an interview: “It (the docu- 
ment) is an internal history 
for internal consumption 
only, so we can assume that 
there is no intention to con- 
ceal the truth.” 

He said the document 
states categorically: “We had 
not penetrated the Japanese 
plan to attack Pearl Har- 
bour.” 

Mr. Best added: “If British 
Naval Intelligence, whose job 
it was to trade the Japanese 
Navy, did not know about the 
attack, it was impossible for 
Churchill to have had any 
foreknowledge of it.” v„ 


Japan in 1969 ‘ensured’ nuclear arms potential 


TOKYO (R) — Japan, seek- 
ing a strong diplomatic card, 
secretly decided in 1969 to 
ensure it had the financial 
and technical potential to 
make nuclear arms without 
actually producing them, a 
Japanese daily reported 
Monday. 

Mainichi Shimbun said the 
top secret, 100-page Foreign 
Ministry report entitled “ pre- 
requisites of Japan's foreign 
policy” stated that Tokyo 
should make sure it could 
produce such weapons, if 
needed, no matter what fore- 
ign pressures were applied. 

“For the time being, we 
will adopt a policy of not 
possessing nuclear arms," 
Mainichi quoted the report as 
saying. “But we will maintain 
the economic and technical 
potential of producing nuc- 
lear weapons. 

“At the same time, we 
must protea this (potential) 
from foreign intervention. 
We must also educate the 
people and convince them 
that the general policy on 
nuclear arms is based on... 
international politics and eco- 
nomics.” 

The report was drafted in 
1969 by top ministry bureauc- 
rats for internal use ■as a 
policy guideline, Mainichi 
said. ■ ^ • 

•AJ : «ieignMtecJ 3 ' spokes- 


man acknowledged that the 
document in question existed 
but refused to comment on 
the contents. 

The 1969 report followed 
adoption the previous year of 
Japan’s three non-nuclear 
principles — a ban on the 
possession, production or in- 
troduction of such weapons. 

Every time the Japanese 
government came under 
suspicion of harbouring nuc- 
lear weapons ambitions, it 
vehemently denied having 
such intentions by quoting 
the parliamentary resolution. 

Last year. Japan ignored 
global criticism and went 
ahead with the shipment 
from France of 1.7 tonnes of 
high-grade plutonium, 
enough to make hundreds of 
nuclear warheads. 

North Korea, itself sus- 
pected of secretly building a 
nuclear arsenal, bitterly 
charged Tokyo with plotting 
to stockpile plutonium with 
the aim of producing nuclear 
weapons. 

Earlier this year, the issue 
came into focus again when 
Japan tested the first all- 
Japanese satellite launch 
rocket. Critics say it could be 
converted into a ballistic mis* 
sile. __ 

■ Last month, the Foreign, 
Ministry was forced to tone' 
down a controversial state- 


ment to the International 
Cburt of Justice on nuclear 
weapons. 

Pacifist and anti-nuclear 
groups blasted the ministry 
for formally declaring, in' 
answer fo a questionnaire, 
that the use of nuclear 
weapons would not violate 
international law. 

Japan is the only country to 
have suffered nuclear attack. 
In the . dosing days of World 
War II, U.S. warplanes drop- 
ped atomic bombs on the 
Western cities of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, killing a total 
of about 210,000 people. 

Critics have long called 
Tokyo’s three non-nuclear 
principles hypocritical be- 
cause Japan, while trying to 
champion the cause of nuc- 
lear disarmament, chose to 
take shelter under the U.S. 
nuclear umbrella. 

It effectively did so by sign- 
ing the 1970' nuclear non- 
proliferation treaty, at the 
U.S. behest, and by inde- 
finitely extending the 1970 
U.S.-Japan security treaty. 

Over the past 25 years, 
Japan has never used its non- 
nuclear principles to bar U.S. 
warships and planes from en- 
tering its territory. Until the 
scaling down of the U.S. 
global nuclear presence in the 
early 1990’s many U.S. ships 
and planes were believed to 


be equipped with nuclear 
weapons. 

Former bureaucrats who 
took part in drafting the 
ministry’s secret 1969 report 
■said the document was part of 
an effort to build an un- 
spoken consensus inside gov- 
ernment. 

“Politically and diplomati- 
cally- (Japan) would be weak' 
- ^ hold such op- 

tions," Mainichi quoted 
Kazusuke Miyake, an ex- 
ministry official who took 
part m the sessions, as saying. 
"The understanding was that 
we would not possess such 
weapons but would not aban- 
don the possibility of doing 

Mainichi said the Foreign 
Ministry now considered that 
the “potential" as outlined in 
the 1969 report had been 
met. It did not elaborate, but 
the daily said there were 
some in the ministry who 
regarded a possible nuclear 
weapons programme as only 
needing a nod from the gov- 
ernment. 

Mainichi also quoted the 
ministry’s current top 
Vice Minister 
Kumhiko Saito as saying: 
Japan has never considered 
a nuclear option as a matter 
of overall policy. Such a dis- 
cussion is not permissible.” 


N. Korea accepts % 
plan for ‘human 
chain’ for peace 

TOKYO (R) — North 
Korea’s pan-religious orga- 
nisation agreed Monday to a 
-proposal by its South Korean 
* counterpart to take part in a 
“human chain” peace prog- 
ramme this year, state-run 
radio Pyongyang reported. A 
spokesman for the (North) 
Korean Religionists Associa- 
tion issued a statement asking 
the South Korean group to 
send delegates to the border 
village of Panmunjom on 
Aug. 5 to work out details, 
Radio Pyongyang said in a 
broadcast monitored in 
Tokyo by the Radiopress 
news agency. The South Ko- 
rean group called oh the 
north side Sunday to help 
stage the event, called the 
“1994 North-South human 
chain rally for peace and uni- 
fication." South Korean au- 
thorities have always 
opposed such unofficial 
North-South contacts in the 
past, insisting that responsi- 
bility for relations with the 
hostile Stalinist state remain 
firmly in government hands. 

The military controls ail ac- 
cess to Panmunjom, malting 
unofficial border contacts im- 
possible. 

Beware of killer 
fish, * 

holidaymakers 
warned 

LONDON (AFP) — Author- 
ities in Britain warned holi- 
daymakers to be on the look 
out for potentially lethal 
weever fish which have been 
appearing around the British 
coastline. The fish’s dorsal 
fins contain a strong poison. 

“If it stings a frail old person 
or a baby, it can easily mean 
death” said Lee Marshfield, 
an official at the Sea Life 
Centre in the southern resort 
of Portsmouth. A four-year- 
old child was hospitalised af- 
ter stepping on a weever fish 
in Bournemouth and a 12- ' 
year-old was also taken to 
hospital when he was stung 
by a fish near Poole, Dorset. 

On the Isle of Wight, a 40- 
year-old woman received 
treatment when she too was . 
stung. It is believed the fish 
have been attracted to the 
British coast by the unusually 
warm summer. 

14-year-old 
breaks record 
for beret toss 

BERZENE, France (AFP) l #t 
— Jean-Michel Moulin, a 14- 
year-old resident of this ham- 
let of 40 people, won a yearly 
beret-tossing contest with a 
hurl of over 36 metres (119 
feet). With thousands of 
spectators looking on, he 
shattered the previous record 
of 31.6 metres (104 feet). 

Hong Kong judges 
want cannabis 
legalised . 

HONG KONG (R) — Two 
of Hong Kong's top judges 
want the use of the drug 
cannabis legalised. One high 
court judge. Justice Godfrey, 
said die ban made no sense 
while alcohol and tobacco 
were legal, the South China 
Sunday Morning Post re- 
ported. “I am for decrinuna- 
lisation,” Justice Godfrey, 

61, said. “Since human 
beings are allowed to smoke 
themselves to death with 
cigarettes they ought to be 
allowed to smoke marijuana 
in the privacy of their own 
homes.” Justice Kaplan, 52, 
also of the High Court, said 
the use of cannabis was com- 
monplace and there was no 
proof it led users to more 
dangerous drugs, the news- 
paper reported. “There is 
clearly a growing demand for 
the drag and a Tot of money u \ 
to be made from it," he said. “ ' 
“So if someone is going to ' 
supply it why should it be • 
criminals?" 

British pubs 
shortly to stay 
open Sundays 

LONDON (AFP) — Pubs in ' 
England and Wales, which I 
now have to close Sunday 
afternoons, may soon be 1 
allowed to stay open all day,- 
The Sunday Telegraph re- 
ported. The paper said the .' 
Home Office was preparing a 
bill “probably” for the next • 
parliamentary session to do " 
away with the restrictions on ’ 
opening hours Sundays. At 
present pubs have to close 
from 03:00 p.m. to 07:00. 
p.m. Sunday. The paper said . 
the government was even 
considering extending open- 
ing hours by one hour Fridays 
and Saturdays allowing puts 
to close at midnight on those 
days. A Home Office spokes* .■ 
man quoted by the . paper . 
dismissed the reports as “spe- " 
culation" though he said the 
government would take a de- 
cision on the matter very 
soon. 
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UNICEF : Rwanda refugee toll tops 50 ,000 
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KIGALI (AFP) — British 
j^OOps were doe to arrive in 
Rwanda Monday to join the 
international bid to encour- 
age fizghtened refugees to 
come home as a U.N. official 
said the death toll in disease- 
ndden camps in Zaire topped 
50,000. 

Two Hercules cargo planes 
carrying British medical 
t pmw and 60 army engineers, 
vehicles and medical and 
crimiral equipment lifted off 
from southern England for 
Rwanda early Monday, with 
another 540 soldiers due in 
the next two weeks. 

UNICEF spokeswoman 
Marie Meutze, back from a 
visit to , Goma in eastern 
Zaire, said that according to 
French soldiers burying the 
bodies, more than 50,000 re- 
fugees — “mostly women 
and children” — have died in 
camps around the town. 

The U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) earlier announced 
that die death toll among 
some 1-2 million Rwandans 
who fled to Goma from a 
three-month, civil war and 
ethnic carnage “topped the 
20,000 mark Sunday.” 

UNHCR spokesman Ron 
^Redmond said in Geneva 
'That a cholera epidemic 
among the refugees appeared 
to have passed its peak is die 
Goma region, where aid 
workers bad been able to 
improve fresh water supplies 
in the camps. 

“Three quarters of these 
people died not of cholera 
but of exhaustion and de- 
hydration,” a U.N. World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
official tola AFP, after warn- 
ings at the weekend that 
dysentery was becoming a 
major cause of death. 

The British troops are to 
join U.S., French, and U.N. 
troops in a humanitarian bid 
to restore Rwanda's infras- 
tructure and persuade mil- 
lions of refugees and dis- 
placed people to return and 
seek relief without fear for 
their fives in revenge attacks 
after the war. 

Commanding Officer 
Lieutenant Colonel Michael 
Wannby said before depar- 
ture that the goal was to 
create a “sufficient climate of 
calm and normality that will- 
eotke and encourage Rwan- 
dan refugees up on die north- a 
west border to come back 


into the centre to start pick- 
ing op their fives.” 

U-S. Air Force personnel 
now running the airport in 
Kigali said they had handled 
14 incoming flights in 14 
bouts since a round-the-clock 
aid operation began late Sun- 
day. 

Six U.S. planes were 
among the flights, as well as 
aircraft sent by other West- 
mu nations or chartered by 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions such as the Belgian wing 
of Medicins Sans Frontieres 
(MSF; Doctors Without Bor- 
ders). 

MSF Nurse Meime Nico- 
lai, who was among the six 
medical staff that flew in 
from Brussels with 51 tonnes 
of equipment, cholera kits 
and other drugs, said it was 
the first such airlift MSF had 
made to Rwanda as pan of 
the new operation. 

She said temporary clinics 
will be set up in camps bous- 
ing the internally displaced 
and on routes used by retnr- 
nign refugees. Other planes 
brought in forklift trucks, wa- 
ter treatment equipment and 
small quantities of food. 

“The operation is going on 
extremely well considering 
the conditions. What we have 
accomplished in 24 boors of 
operation is fantastic, phe- 
nomenal," said Captain Don 
Wilhite, one of the U.S. com- 
manders. 

The airport, like the rest of 
Kigali which saw three 
months of fighting before the 
former rebels of the Rwan- 
dan Patriotic Front (RPF) 
seized the city early last 
month, has no running water 
or main electricity. 

Ghanaian troops who have 
been guarding the airport be- 
gan moving out Monday for 
redeployment in southwest 
Rwanda to replace French 
troops who are planning to 
withdraw after setting up a 
“safety zone" for civilians 
there in June. 

Tbe United States, which 
plans in coming weeks to 
deploy almost 3,000 men in 
Rwanda and Zaire, had 110 
troops in Kigali Monday, 
with 250 Australians and 150 
Canadians expected to join 
them. 

Both the United Nations 
and the RPF-installed au- 
thorities meanwhile pursued 
efforts to have the Zaireans 


move up to 30,000 soldiers of 
the previous Hutu majority 
regime in Rwanda away from 
the refugees. 

The new regime accuses 
government troops and ex- 
tremist Hutu militias of the 
genocide of hundreds of 
thousands of Tutsis, who 
form the bulk of the RPF, 
and Hutu moderates after 
President Juvenal Habyari- 
mana was killed in a sus- 
pected rocket attack on bis 
plane on April 6. 

Rwanda's new Interior 
Minister Seth Sendashonga 
late Sunday said that an inter- 
national tribunal will be 
formed to try those accused 
of the massacres and a Euro- 
pean Parliament delegation 
currently in Kigali has 
offered assistance in setting it 
up. 

In Seoul, tbe Health and 
Social Affairs Ministry said 
Monday Sooth Korea is to 
send 100 million won 
($125,000) worth of medi- 
cines to alleviate cholera and 
starvation among Rwandan 
refugees. 

The medicines, financed by 
the government reserve fund, 
are to include 750,000 oral 
rehydration sachets, dextrose 
and saline, said the ministry, 
adding that the supplies 
should arrive in Rwanda by 
mid-August. 

South Korea recently don- 
ated $100,000 for Rwandan 
refugees in response to plea 
by U.N. Secretary Genera! 
Boutros Ghali. 

Japan will send a medical 
team to Rwanda to assist 
refugees there. Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Kozo Igarashi said 
Monday. 

Mr. Igarashi said at a news 
conference that a Japanese 
mission would leave Tuesday 
for the troubled African 
country to learn how a medic- 
al team should best operate 
in helping refugees. 

He said tbe team would be 
dispatched after the mission 
returned home from its week- 
long visit there. 

Government sources said 
the medical team would not 
leave for Rwanda before the 
end of August. 

Meanwhile French Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur 
said Sunday French troops 
might stay on m a’ safe Zone 
for refugees in southwest 
Rwanda beyond the expiry of 


their U.N. mandate on Aug. 
22 fo avoid destabilisation. 

“We will not withdraw un- 
less we have the feeling that 
the zone is safe and that ft 
will remain safe after our 
departure,” he told French 
television in the Zaire bolder 
town of Goma after touring 
the refugee disaster area by 
helicopter. 

Earlier Mr. Balladur told 
reporters: “If we felt our 
action could make the situa- 
tion more fragile and cause 
new unrest, a new exodus, 
that would certainly weigh 
upon our decision.” 

However, he said that 
given the level of world con- 
cern about the Rwandan re- 
fugee crisis, he could not 
believe it would be impossi- 
ble to find 2,000 soldiers to 
replace French troops who 
had played a protection role 
alone for the last two months. 

Mr. Balladur met French 
troops in Zaire and Rwanda, 
and visited a Freed) military 
field hospital in the town of 
Cyangugu during his five- 
hour trip, but he aid not go to 
the camps in which 50,000 
refugees nave died of cholera 
and exhaustion in the past 
two weeks. 

The prime minister con- 
firmed that France would 
leave logistics units in Goma 
on tbe Rwandan border, to 
help support an international 
relief operation for the re- 
fugees. . 

Given the lead that France 
had taken in launching the 
Rwanda relief operation, it 
had no grounds to feel guilty 
about withdrawing now, he 
added. 

“France took its responsi- 
bility and you must trust it 
especially because our action 
was to end the troubles and 
ensure people return back,” 
Mr. Balladur said at Goma 
Airport. 

“Now you feel how hard 
our 'responsibility was." 

He added that France 
would do its best to help the 
Rwandan people after its 
pullout from the zone, where 
hundreds of thousands of 
members of the Hutu major- 
ity have taken refuge. 

Hie first 300 French troops 
out of 2.500 in the. region 
returned home at the 
weekend, replaced by Afri- 
can units armed and trans- 
ported by France. 


^Nigeria’s labour unions set for general strike 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria's 
powerful central labour orga- 
nisation was mobilising Mon- 
day for a general strike from 
Wednesday to back the ac- 
tion began by oil workers 
demanding the release of de- 
tained politician Mashood 
Abiola. 

“We are preparing for the 
strike. We are taking it very 
seriously,” Adams 
Oshxnhole, deputy president 
of the Nigeria Labour Con- 
gress (NLC) told Reuters. 

The oQ workers unions 
NUPENG and PENGAS- 
SAN said Sunday they would 
stay away from talks with tile 
government scheduled for 
Monday to try to end their 
crippling strike, now in its 
fifth week. 

The NLC said last Friday it 
was calling a general strike 
because its efforts to per- 
suade the military govern- 
ment to free Mr. Abiola, the 
undeclared winner of last 
year’s annulled presidential 
election, and other political 
detainees bad failed. 

Mr . Osioinhole said he ex- 
pects the government may 
between now and Wednesday 
make overtures to the con- 
gress to try to persuade it to 
cap off a strike which could 
bung Nigeria to a halt 


‘At this point it is not what 
they (government) say that it 
will matter but what they 
do,” he said. 

The crisis over the annul- 
ment of the June 1993 poll by 
the previous military rulers 
deepened when Mr. Abiola, 
a wealthy businessman from 
the southwest, was arrested 
last month and charged with 
treason for prolcaiming him- 
self president. 

The ofl strike has severely 
disrupted domestic fuel sup- 
plies, transport services and 
normal bnisness. 

It is biting into Nigeria's 
crude oil production, the 
mainstay of the economy, as 
oil companies find it more 
and more difficult to safely 
man installations amid 
harassment from striking 
workers. 

Most High Street banks in 
Lagos and other southwest- 
era cities have been shut for 
more than three weeks due to 
a combination of a- strike by 
their workers and manage- 
ment fears of a run on de- 
posits because of the political 
crisis. 

A cash shortage is hitting 
badnesses and the ability of 
workers to cash their pay 
cheques. 


The white collar ofl work- 
ers union PENG ASS AN said 
Sunday it would no longer 
attend meetings with the gov- 
ernment until its demands 
were met. 

NUPENG, representing 
blue collar oil workers, also 
said it would not call off the 
strike until the military re- 
spected the wishes of Nige- 
rians and met the union's 
demands. 

“The winner of the June 12 
(1993) election should be 
proclaimed so that the coun- 
try can move forward," it 
said. 

Both unions are also de- 
manding better management 
of the oil industry. 

Mr7 'Abiola is ~ due to 
again in a court in the 
capita] Abuja Tues- 
day. 

The unions say ft is unlike- 
ly that a court decision will 
end tiie impasse, especially 
since Mr. Abiola’s lawyers 
have stopped demanding bail 
for the politician. 

“If we are sure that the 
courts could solve tbe prob- 
lem we would not have in- 
volved ourselves in the cri- 
sis," NLCTs Osiomhole said. 
"Nigeria is facing a political 
problem, not a judicial one," 


he added. 

Military ruler General Sea- 
ni Abacha, a northerner, has 
indicated that his administra- 
tion is prepared to free Mr. 
Abiola on condition he re- 
nounces his claim to the pres- 
idency. 

But Mr. Abiola, backed by 
an alliance of politicians, re- 
tired generals and pro- 
democracy activists, has in- 
sisted on the validity of the 
election process which for- 
mer military President Ibra- 
him Babangida, a north- 
erner, cancelled just as Mr. 
Abiola appeared set for cer- 
tain victory. 

There is growing concern 
in Nigeria and abroad that 
the power tussle, which has 
e thni c undertones, could de- 
generate into civil war. 

But Mr. Osiomhole said 
such fears were unwarranted. 

“Nigeria has a problem 
and the capacity to resolve it 
internally without recourse to 
civil war or external interfer- 
ence,” be said. 

Meanwhile police fired 
tear gas and bullets into air in 
Lagos Monday to disperse 
protesters demanding the re- 
lease of Mr. Abiola and an 
end to military rule in Niger- 
ia, diplomats and opposition 
sources said. 


^Muslim rebels injure 10 in Kashmir 


SRINAGAR, India (AFP) 
At least 10 people were 
njured Monday when Mils- 
5m rebels opened fire in a 
market to force shops here to 
dose on the fourth day of a 
general strike in the Kashmir 
Valley, police and news re- 
ports said. 

.Two policemen and eight 
Qrihans were injured when 
nwmbers of the outlawed 
Jammu and Kashmir Libera- 
tion Front (JKLF) opened 
fired in a market to force 
Shops that had opened to shut 
down, the Press Trust of In- 


dia said. 

Paramilitary guards mean- 
while patrolled this state 
summer capital and rein- 
forced security to preempt 
violence following rumours 
that JKLF chief Y asin 
Malik's health was de- 
teriorating after a three-day 
hunger strike, police said. 

Additional forces were de- 
ployed in Srinagar and police 
boats guarded a lake faring 


the holy Hazratbal shrine, as 
shops, schools and offices re- 
mained shut and traffic 
stayed off the roads. 


Mr. Malik, who was flown 
to New Delhi Sunday for 
medical treatment, began a 
“fast unto death" Friday to 
demand that the government 
withdraw security bunkers 
from around Hazratbal. 

He was hospitalised in New 
Delhi's prestigious All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences. 

Reporters were not 
allowed to meet the militant 
leader. Photographers who 
got a momentary glimpse of 
Mr. Malik as be was being 
wheeled into a private ward 
said be appeared delirious. 


»on. 


Kinkel rejects FDP-SPD coalition 

BONN (AFP)— The head of 
German Liberal Party 
(FDP) Foreign Minister 
Hans Kinkel, Monday re- 
lated suggestions his party 
Bight form a coalition with 
«re Greens and Social- 
Dereocrats (SPD) after eleo 
. **°ns in October. 

J*We will not be waving a 
tricolour coalition," Mr. . 

.Kinkel told the wide- 
J^&llation Bfld Zeitung dai- 
ly. 

The .proposal for a coali- 


tion had come at the 
weekned from the number 
two in the Social-Democrat 
(SPD) party, Guenter 
Verheugen. _ 

Mr. Kinkel said the FDP 
would continue its coalition 
with the CDU/CSU Christian 
unions dominated by Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl. 

The SPD could “neither 
pressure nor attempt to 
seduce,” the Liberals into 
any coalition,” Mr. Kinkel 


said. 

“We are in favour of stable 
government rather than poli- 
tical experimentation which 
would threaten the economic 
recovery and risk destroying 
tiie confidence we benefit 
from abroad,” he said. 

Mr. Verhuegen had sug- 
gested in the weekly maga- 
zine Focus that a red-green- 
yellow coalition would be 
“tbe most likely, on the pure- 
ly mathematically basis." 


Chechnya 
refuses to 
negotiate 
with Russia 
— Dudayev 

GROZNY, Russia (AFP) — 
Tbe breakaway Republic of 
Chechyna will not negotiate 
its status with the present 
Russian government, the de- 
fiant Chechen leader, 
Dzhokhar Dudayev, said late 
Sunday. 

“There will’ be no agree- 
ment between (the present 
government in) Russia and 
Chechnya,” Mr. Dudayev 
told AFP in his huge office 
located on the ninth floor of 
tiie government building in 
Chechnya’s capital, Grozny. 
“Russia only talks a language 
of force, and negotiations 
only end in blackmail,” he 
added. 

Dressed in a grey-green 
suit and sporting his 
trademark mustache, Mr. 
Dudayev was in a humorous 
mood, if tense. 


Bosnian Serbs want to reopen 
peace talks with major powers 


PALE, Bosnia (R) — The 
Bosnian Serbs said Monday 
they wanted immediately to 
reoipen peace negotiations 
with the major powers. 

A statement from the Bos- 
nian Serb leadership said it 
wanted to reopen discussions 
on the territorial division of 
Bosnia outlined in a map 
which lies at the heart of tbe 
peace plan proposed by die 
“contact group" comprising 
the United States, Russia, 
Britain, Germany and 
France. 

“The Republic of 
SRPSKA (Self-Declared 
Bosnian-Serb Republic) 
wishes to conduct, im- 
mediately, negotiations with 
the contact group on some 
aspects of the proposed map 
in order for tbe territorial 
delimitation to become en- 
tirely acceptable to the Serb 
side,” the statement said. 

It added that once changes 
bad been agreed to tbe map, 
and agreement had been 
reached on constitutional 
arrangements which would 
guarantee sovereignty to the 
Bosnian Serb Republic — 
issues which have been major 
stumbling bocks — “the 
Serbs will be ready to accept 
the plan." 

Meanwhile Bosnian Serbs, 
increasingly isolated in their 
refusal to accept an interna- 
tional peace plan, met their 
Muslim foes Monday for 
talks on reopening routes 
into Sarajevo, releasing pris- 
oners and ending sniping. 

But as officials of die two 
sides gathered under United 
Nations auspices at Sarajevo 
Airport, two people were 
wounded by snipers who 
fired at a tram as it passed 
through the city centre. 

The U.N. said shooting 
over the last 24 hours had 
caused the death of two civi- 
lians and left six others 
wounded in addition to the 
two latest tram casual ties. 

“The situation remains 
tense with a high level of 
ceasefire violations including 
sniping." said U.N. spokes- 
man Major Rob Annink. 
“Violations seem to have ex- 


tended to areas where they 
bad not occurred up to now." 

The increase in tension in 
and around Sarajevo coin- 
cides with intensified interna- 
tional pressure on the Bos- 
nian Serbs to reconsider their 
rejection of tbe peace plan 
drawn up by a “contact 
group" comprising the Un- 
ited States, Russia, Ger- 
many, France and Britain. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev met Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
in Belgrade Sunday night to 
try to rescue tbe peace plan 
and he praised Mr. Milosevic 
for coming out in support of 
tbe deal over the weekend. 

Mr. Kozyrev said the peace 
plan benefited the Serbs, and 
he repeated international 
offers of a phased lifting of 
economic sanctions against 
rump Yugolsavia — Serbia 
and Montenegro — if they 
endorsed the deal. 

“The moment there is a 
'yes’ to the plan, then sanc- 
tions will start being sus- 
pended,” Mr. Kozyrev said 
on Belgrade Television early 
Monday. 

Mr. Kozyrev’s visit took 
place after Mr. Milosevic, 
long-time patron of Bosnia’s 
Serbs, for tbe first time pub- 
licly urged them to accept the 
peace plan. 

Mr. Milosevic told (he Bos- 
nian Serbs they had no right 
to reject peace and saddle 
Serbia and Montenegro with 
sanctions. 

His comments followed a 
decision in Geneva Saturday 
by contact group foreign 
ministers to call for tighter 
sanctions against rump 
Yugoslavia in a- bid to force 
the Bosnian Serbs to recon- 
sider their position. 

As he left Belgrade. Mr. 
Kozyrev said he felt Mr. 
Milosevic could still sway the 
Bosnian Serbs to accept the 
{flan. 

In an interview with ITAR- 
TASS news agency. Mr.* 
Kozyrev said: “Milosevic 
must get them to adopt the 
contact group plan and we 
will get toe sanctions lifted.” 

He added: “Great courage 


will be required of Slobodan 
Milosevic now but I think 
that he... will find ways of 
making the Bosnian Serbs 
decide to adopt the plan in 
line with toe interests of toe 
entire Serbian people." 

But asked whether Bel- 
grade might impose sanctions 
against the Bosnian Serbs 
should they continue to reject 
the plan, Mr. Kozyrev said: 
“Let’s not decide that for the 
Serbs." 

Monday’s talks at Sarajevo 
Airport were expected to re- 
veal whether the Serbs would 
remain defiant or bend to the 
grouting international press- 
ure for peace. 

“We’re sure the talks will 
be illustrative of Serb atti- 
tudes in the wake of the 


contact group's derision. It's 
good to know they are going 
ahead at all as they were 
planned before the contact 
group met,” a senior U.N. 
official said. 

The United Nations hoped 
to restore a commercial route 
into Sarajevo opened in 
March after Serbs who had 
besieged toe city for two 
years withdrew heavy 
weapons to avoid NATO air 
raids. 

It also wanted the two fac- 
tions to salvage a previous 
deal to free an estimated 500 
prisoners of war on each side. 

The third goal of the air- 
port talks was to have both 
sides get rid of snipers who 
continue to shoot civilians in 
Sarajevo. 



A young woman in a summer dress makes her way through 
French armoured vehicles where weapons are trained on 
Serb sniper positions in Sarajevo. Sniping has increased 
considerably during recent weeks (AFP photo) 


Berlusconi partners squabble day before debate 


ROME (R) — Silvio Berlus- 
coni’s key coalition partners 
were at loggerheads Monday, 
a day before be was due to 
address parliament on a spat 
with magistrates and his plans 
to distance himself from his 
business empire. 

Gianfranco Fnn, head of 
the neo-fascist-led National 
Alliance and the Northern 
League's Umberto Boss! 
argued openly in the media. 

Mr. Fmi accused Mr. Boss 
in a radio interview of effec- 
tively working against the 
coalition's interests by slam- 
ming Mr. Berlusconi's con- 
troversial plan to put his $7 
billion-a-year Fininvest com- 
pany in tiie hands of a blind 
trust. 

“It is obvious that tbe 
opposition will find some way 
to criticise what Berlusconi 
proposed but it is politically 
much more grave that Bossi, 
a coalition leader, concurs,” 
Mr. Fmi said. 

Mr. Bossi, who. has been a 
political thorn in Mr. Berlus- 
coni’s side since be joined the 
media magnate’s conserva- 
tive government when it was 


formed on May 10, opened 
fire again over the weekend. 

He said Mr. Berlusconi's 
plan “just doesn't stand up" 
and that the league would 
propose its own plan whereby 
the tycoon’s assets would be 
ran by a special foundation 
for five yean. 

Mr. Fini accused Mr. Bos- 
si. who has made it dear from 
tbe start he will not let tbe 
league play second-fiddle to 
Mr. Berlusconi's Forza Italia 
(Go Italy) party, of playing 
into the bands of the opposi- 
tion through his continued 
open dissent. 

1 Pierferdinando Casini. 
head of tbe tiny Christian 
Democratic centre which has 
two seats in Mr. Berlusconi’s 
cabinet, also said Mr. Bossi 
should mind his political 
manners. 

“A bit of criticism within 
the coalition is logical. But at 
some point tins should stop 
and give way to responsibility 
for toe common good of the 
country,” said Mr. Casini, 
whose group spHt from the 
old scandal-tainted Christian 
Democrats this year. 


Mr. Fini said the coalition 
was healthy but should con- 
centrate on governing and 
avoid internal squabbles. 

“I am convinced this is a 
healthy government even 
though there are sometimes 
currents of cold air, even 
within the coalition," he said. 

In an apparent response to 
Mr. Fini’s barbs. Interior 
Minister Roberto Maroni, 
the League's most senior 
cabinet member, said the 
group’s criticisms would 
strengthen the government. 

“Why should we say ‘yes’ 
just because the prime minis- 
ter has said something?” Mr. 
Maroni asked reporters. 

Political commentators 
said that when be addresses 
parliament Tuesday night, 
they expected Mr. Berlusconi 
to try to put out brushfires 
caused by some of his recent 
moves. 

There will be no vote of 
confidence after the debate. 

Opposition leaders had de- 
manded Mr. Berlusconi 
address parliament about an 
open spat he has had with 


comiption-busting magis- 
trates in Milan. The request 
was expanded to include an 
explanation of his plans to 
avoid conflict of interest. 

Mr. Berlusconi has accused 
magistrates of abusing pow- 
ers of pre-trial detention. 
Last month widespread out- 
rage forced the government 
to withdraw a controversial 
decree that would have li- 
mited their 'powers to jail 
corruption and graft suspects. 

Mr. Berlusconi had Friday 
announced his plan under 
which his interests in Finin- 
vest would be frozen. He 
proposed it after insistent 
opposition demands that be 
had to make a dean break 
with the group. 

Mr. Berlusconi said he 
would submit a bill under 
which President Oscar Luigi 
Scalfaro and the speakers of 
parliament would appoint a 
committee to oversee Finin- 
vest during Ids tenure. 

But Mr. Scalfaro dented 
his efforts, saying the con- 
stitution would probably pre- 
vent him from being its chief 
guarantor. 


Taiwan protesters battle police over radio stations 

TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan 
police Monday battled hun- 
dreds of demonstrators who 
smashed windows of govern- 
ment offices, burnt cars and 
beat up photographers to 
protest against a crackdown 
on illegal radio stations. 

Hundreds of helmeted riot 
police sprayed the protesters 
with water cannons to try to 
halt a hail of stones and 
brides that shattered most 
ground-floor windows of the 
government Information 
Office in central Taipei, wit- 
nesses said. 

Several people were in- 
jured. 

“Fight for freedom,” the 
protesters shouted, many of 
them wearing yellow head- 
bands inscribed with the 
same slogan. 

“Break' the' media 
monopoly,” they chanted. 

Some pelted police with 
home-made petrol bombs. 

Protesters set fire to at least 
two police cars and a televi- 
sion van of the state-owned 
Chinese Television Service 
that is controlled by the milit- 
ary, and * smashed several 
police motorcycles.' 

At least three photo- 
graphers were beaten up and 
several police were hurt by 
stones and bricks, witnesses 
said. 

After attacking the in- 
formation office building, the 
protesters turned on the 



Riot pofice smash a pick-up van carrying 
broacasters of die banned underground Voice 
Of Taiwan Radio station during a riot outride 
tbe buflding Monday. An estimated 


5,000 protesters hurled adds, rocks, sted bars 
and petrol bombs, to protest the government 
crackdown on 14 unlicensed radio stations on 
July 30 (AFP photo) 


nearby Executive Yuan, or 
cabinet, building that was 
surrounded by hundreds of 
riot police carrying shields. 

Tbe protest was called by 
the Voice Of The People 
pirate radio station, which 
was closed down Saturday 
along toe 13 other illegal 
broadcasters in raids by 
thousands of police in five 
dues. 

Officials said 18 police 
were slightly hurt in clashes 


during the raids which netted 
11 of the 14 underground 
transmitters. 

The government Informa- 
tion Office, which is responsi- 
ble for Taiwan’s media, de- 
fended toe raids, saying it 
had to maintain broadcasting 
discipline and protect the 
rights of legal radio stations. 

Information Office officials 
said Monday that 11 of the 
pirate radios had already re- 


sumed broadcasting. 

“We will take further 
tion to close them dc 
again," one official said. 

The protesters, led 
hosts of the Voice Of 
People, were demanding 
government return cor 
cated equipment. 

Taiwan last year lifts 
four-decade-old ban on j 
radio stations in an attei 
to liberalise the island's e 
tronic media. 
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Earthly solutions first 


HERE WE go again in Somalia, the country we aH 
once thought bad come to its senses and understood 
the importance of law and order after four years of 
starvation and bloodshed that killed nearly half a 
million people. Latest reports from the Horn of Africa 
country indicate a total breakdown of security, and 
chaos and the law of the gun returning to the streets. 
Third World countries which took upon themselves 
the task of maintaining some semblance of law mid 
order to ensure food and relief reaching the starving 
hundreds of thousands of Somalis cannot wait to get 
out of the country. Big powers are busy elsewhere like 
Rwanda where the emergency i$ more pressing and 
the victims are responding positively to help. If 
anything, Washington would fike to call off the entire 
United Nations operation in Somalia and save itself 
hundreds of millions of dollars. Hie International 
Committee of the Red Cross, the one relief agency 
which has the reputation of staying mi in areas of 
conflict despite the worst of conditions, has closed its 
offices and left. Only two or three non-governmental 
agencies maintain a skeleton presence in the country. 

The tribal warlords of Somalis are at each other’s 
throat again, with little regard to the then co mfo r ti ng 
national reconciliation agreement they signed in 
March. The so-called technical gun- wagons are back 
terr o r is ing the people. G unm en are slowly cree pi n g 
on the Mogadishu airport and its environs, estab- 
lished as a safe area at the outset of the ffi-hted 
American-led attempt launched in December 1992 to 
rescue the Somalis from the daws of death from 


starvation. 

The net pkttare that emerges from Somalia is 
horrifying, to say the least. There is little donbt that a 
disaster of a larger magnitude than was ever antici- 
pated would unfold in Somalia if the situation 
continues unchecked, prompting an exodus of Third 
World peacekeepers from the country, ending what- 
ever little signs of security are left amid the warlords’ 
quest for supremacy of a land which can boast of 
virtually nothing but two million pins hapless people. 

The biggest fear is for those who have retained to 
their villages under the security umbrella provided by 
the international peacekeepers. After a hiatus of more 
than five years, they have started work mi their 
mternationaUy-fhiided farmlands, which are now 
slowly showing the fruits of their labour. Indeed, 
enough local agriculture output to meet the minhmnn 
food needs of the country is years away, hot the seeds 
of hope have been sown in the countryside. Bat if 
those farmers are also terrorised into fleeing their 
land, then there will be no hope left at all of normally 
returning to the country for many years to come. 

Needless to say it is a quagmire. The U.S. tried its 
mighty firepower to bring the unruly tribal chieftains 
to heed the voice of reason and failed. The Thord 
World countries whose armed forces inherited the 
bitter American legacy have had no success either. 

The biggest question is: What can be done now? 
Leave the land and its people to the destiny designed 
by bloodthirsty, power-hungry dan leaders? 

We don’t claim to have any answers either except 
that those who seek out the secrets of Jupiter and 
Mars mOlions of kilometres away should have enough 
ability left on the Earth to ferret out the key to 
unlocking a logjam only a few thousand kilometres 
from their shores. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE CLOSER the Arabs are towards solving their 
prob'em with Israel the farther away they move from one 
:?nothi-r while the general atmosphere in the Arab wort a 
rcmiiiw as poisoned as ever, said Mahmoud Itimawt, a 
columnist in Al Ua’i Monday. Instead of exchanging mutoal 
respect and showing at least the mimmnm level of solidarity 
among their states, the Arabs are drifting further apart as 
feelings of suspicion and mistrust against one ano ther h uger 
on, said the writer. The general feeling of mistrust and 
suspicion and lack of coordination among Arab govern- 
ments can never be condusive to success /*>r the Arab 
causes, added the writer. He said that some Arab statesdo 
not hesitate to take hostile actions against others white they 
shun anv effort to Stop Israel from .cauangsuffcrmgs W 
their kinsmen, continued Mr. Rimawi. What is required at 
this crucial stage, said the writer, is not a colirotrve smade 
on the part of the Arab Nation, but a real effort to close 
Arab ranks and bring about renewed solidarity that can 
entire Arab rights and interests. 


TAKER Al Ad wan, a columnist in AI Dnstonr, Monday 
criticised the lack of a proper system in Jordan for 
conducting serious dialogues over serious matters like the 
peace process. The voice of the opposition is not beard 
enough and the official media are offering time and space 
to the proponents of peace with Israel without giving a 
chance to those who hold opposing ideas, said the writer. 
The present stage should witness a serious dialogue and 
open discussions which should be presented to the public 
through the media, especially television, so that the 
Jordanian people can reach the right decision about die 
peace with Israel, he added. We are in dire need for 
analytical discussion of the peace process and a real public 
opinion poll measuring the rate Or support for the c ur r en t 
line of peace endeavours, said the writer. He said foal: 
surprising a passer-by in the street with the question of 
whether he or she supports the peace process does not 
reflect the right view of the Jordanian public with regard to 
the peace process. He said that the government should 
open the way for public meetings where people from 
different walks of life can express their real opinion about 
this important issue. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Islam and West — partners or protagonists 


FRANKFURT, GERMANY — The recent series of attack 
against Jewish targets in Argentina, London and elsewhere 
has revived fears in the West, especially in the United States 
of a fresh wave of “Islamic tenor", with most fingers 


pointing at Iran as the primary instigator of the latest 
violence. The public debate here in western Europe, as in 
most of the West, tilts between identifying individual 
countries or groups who may be behind the violence, and a 
wholesale, rather racist branding of “Islam" itself as the 
problem. 

A thoughtful article about this point earlier this week in 
die Washington Post, by columnist Stephen Rosenfeld, notes 
correctly that at tins deucate historical juncture the West has 
not yet formulated a coherent policy towards the Islamic 
realm: some on the left see Islamic self-assertion and. 
occasional violence as stemming from man-made socio- 
economic Inequities and political disenfranchisement that 
can be treated and accommodated through more viogorous 
and intelligent policies, both in the Islamic World and in the 
West. Others on the right find it politically convenient to 
identify Islamic culture itself as emotional, violent and 
inherently an enemy of western secularism, and these people 
wish to devise appropriate policies of containment and 
pressure — using violence if necessary. 

The view from within the Islamic World suggests that the 
former analysis is more accurate — that extremism, the 
politicisation of religion, and occasional acts of violence are 
the troubling but tojpcal consequence of societies that have 
suffered badly ana repeatedly from autocratic political 
distortion ana severe socio-economic disparities. Furth- 
ermore, a deeper look into Islamic societies shows a 
widespread process of change under way, by which the 
Arab/Islamic people themselves are trying to address their 
basic problems: Autocratic political systems, and deteriorat- 
ing natural resource bases and badly distorted economies 
that are unable to keep up with the rapid population growth, 
resulting in frustration, anger and despair among hundreds 
of millions of Muslims. 

Along with these negative trends, however, the Arab/ 
Islamic region has also experienced positive trends in 
education and social services, infrastructure, the birth and 
development of dvil society structures (courts, professional 
societies, special interest groups, insurance and social 
security systems), more pragmatism in national political 
policies and, in many countries, a rising sense of accountabfl- 


by several trends: economic adjustment, more effective 
private enterprise, activism by NGOs and community 
coups, more rational public-private sector partnerships, 
decentralisation of political and economic power, the politics 
of religion, ethnicity and tribalism as counterpoints to the 
inability of modem states to meet people's material and 
identity needs, the increasing strength of commercialism as a 
driving force in society as free market forces and regional 
and international private capital take over the responsibility 
of provision of basic services from some government- 
agencies, regional cooperation and integration and the desire 
for more mutually beneficial relations with foreign powers. 

The fact is. a fundamental redistribution of domestic and 


regional power is under way among the base constituent 
groups or Arab/Islamic society: The : 


society: The ruling political elites, 
i military, the Muslim religious establishment, commercial 
powers, professionals and technocrats, and rcligio us/ethnic 
minorities.- " - . ~ 

The impending end of the Arab- Israeli conflict and the 
domestic political dynamism that is already evident through- 
out the Arab World may be seen historically as a delayed 
quest for the sort Arabs were denied in the 1920s, when the 
modern Arab political order was born at the hands of 
imperial-minded European midwives. Many in the Arab 
World are conscious that we face the danger of repeating the 
mistakes of 1920 by copying western models, parroting 
western words and concepts, and t h er e by generally allowing 
ourselves to remain effectively as dependencies of western 
political, intellectual, social and commercial forces. While 
democratisation of our political culture is a vital goal, a 
parallel danger is to adopt western-style democracy in an 
uncritical manner, as we copied western models of statehood 
in the 1920s. 

The modern, imported political structures that dot the 
Arab World and that should logically enrich and define the 
drive for coherent nationhood and responsive governance — 


It is also important to recognise that the foree most 
important defining attributes of modern Arab political 
culture — tribalism, Arabism and Islam — are explicitly 
transnational in nature. Usually, they openly and unapo- 
logetically challenge the existing state borders drawn by the 
fading European imperial powers around 1920. It is no 
aeddent that Islam, Arabism and tribalism should emerge as 
powerful expressions of Arab identity today, because the last 
two contemporary Arab attributes — state identity and 
commercialism — appear to be failing the fleeds and 
aspirations of the vast majority of Arabs. 

This reinforces the argument that Arab political trans- 
formation and democratisation cannot occur in a historical 
void; they must also address the status, condition and 
viability of the existing Arab state system within which we 
ponder the prospects lor democratic transformation (in the 
same way that political transformation in the former Soviet 
Union takes place hi many new states that did not exist 
between the second and fourth quarters of this century). 

As our region changes, we can already see a synthesis of 
Middle Eastern and western traditions taking place in many 
Arab/Islamic countries; for example, the birth and increasing 
power of human rights organisations, the successes of 


movements fighting for more egalitarian women’s rights, the 
rapid expansion of r " 


NGOs and the effectiveness of environ- 
mental protection societies. Many of these efforts are 
succeeding and gaining credibility, where other local novel- 
ties such as political parties and parliaments generally may 
not be doing as well, because they tend to work within 
prevailing cultural traditions and social sensitivities. They 
bring together principles that were generally born and 
developed in the West with procedures and goals that are 

predominantly by indigenous Arabs and therefore** 


they^oy both credibility and success. 


especially parliaments, the press and political parties — are 
precisely the institutions that seems to be i 


tty by those wbo wield poweT, resulting in various degrees of 
liberalisation and democratisation. The 


obvious desire far 
change in the Arab/Islamic World is also seen in under- 
ground political activism, activism by professional societies, 
public protests, privately circulated petitions and manifestos, 
daring press articles and public statements in the region and 
abroad. Islamist, tribal and leftist/nationalist challenges to 
existing regimes, greater demands to respect human rights, 
‘the formation of hundreds of political parties, the birth of 
consultative councils, the reactivation of dormant parlia- 
ments, the bolding of parliamentary elections, the both of 
scores of new political periodicals and many other signs. 

As a whole, the Arab/Islamic World today is characterised 


least credible today 
m Arab society. At the same time, highest in credibility are 
the forces of tribalism, Arabism, Islam and patriarchal or 
monarchical expressions of the traditional hierarchical, 
anmnunal, protective forms of political governance and 
social organisation. In such a context, democracy is not so 
much a goal in itself; rather, it may be the institutional means 
by winch the predominant attributes of Arab/Islamic society 
— tribalism, Islam, Arabism, the modem stale and commer- 


cialism — can find the appropriate and stable balance among 
themselves, which could lead to national productivity and 


regional stability and progress. 
TllC ! 


new factor in the Arab region is the emergency of the 
young, fragile, but real desire for more modem, liberal and 
egalitarian political structures that respect — but also 
transcened — our tribal/Arah/Islamic identity. This is 
evident in the attitudes and political platforms of many 
throughout the Arab World who emphasise issues such as 
the importance of institutional state structures, accountabil- 
ity, human rights, legal protections, pluralism, an indepen- 
dent judiciary and other such issues. 


est should recognise two important points as it 

assesses the Islamic realm and ponders whether Islam is a 
partner or an enemy: a) political transformation, modernisa- 
tion and, to some extent, democratisation are well under way 
in the Arab/Islamic World, and. b) if they are to bear fruit 
and last, they most be undertaken by Arabs and Muslims 
themselves, and not by western well-wishers. If there are 
pent-up reserves of anger that must dissipate slowly over 
tune, as we see happening in Iran and Sudan, then this, too, 
should be accepted as an inevitable, but ultimately healthy, 
segment of the history of the Middle East. 

Instant statehood and republicanism did not work very 
well in the Middle East when they were imposed by 
Europeans in the 1920s; instant democracy and civil society 
will not work any better if they are artificially injected into 
the Middle Eastern body politic by well-meaning western 
politicians in the 1990s. To miss this glaring reality would be 
a double tragedy: it would shortchange the chances of 
successful Arab/Islamic political modernisation and demo- 
cratisation, and it would increase the prospects of tilting the 
current western debate about the nature of Islamic activism 
towards the view of Islam as a danger that has to be checked, 
rather as a moral compatriot that should be engaged in a 
mutually beneficial global partnership. 



Major-power weakness seen in Bosnia 


By Carol Giacomo 

Reuter 


GENEVA — The United 
States, Russia and their key 
European allies have main- 
tained a veneer of unity 
against Bosnia’s stubborn 
Serbs in the struggle to 
bring peace to the Tormer 
Yugoslav republic. 

But differences among 
them on the Bosnian prob- 
lem' showed through yet 
again, underlining their 
weakness in trying to end 
the 27-month Balkan war. 


barely papered over ffiffereactt on 
lifting the arms embargo in 
favour of Bosnia's Muslims 
and authorising NATO air 
strikes against Serbs — 
arguably the most compell- 
ing weapons in their di- 
plomatic arsenal. 

Analysts said more 
muscular action would in- 


crease the risk of drawing 
the Americans and the 


Europeans into a war in 
kb they have no inten- 


whi 


Tie major powers had 


threatened penalties against 
for rejecting the 


the Serbs 
peace plan they authored. 
* But when push came to 
shove, they opted for more 
process and effectively de- 
rided to give the Serbs, who 
have thumbed their noses at 
the international commun- 
ity from the beginning, yet 
another chance. 

U.S., Russian, British, 
French and German foreign 
ministers met in Geneva on 
Saturday for what many 
saw as crucial talks to plot 
the next steps in persuading 
the Serbs to join Muslims 
and Croats in accepting the 
peace plan. 

But their communique 


non of getting involved. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev, who had 
tried and failed to exploit 
Slavic ties to persuade 
Serbs to follow the lead of 
the Muslims and Croats, 
complained before the 
meeting that he had been 
betrayed by the Serbs. 

Stiu he pressed his U.S. 
and European counterparts 
on Saturday to give them 
another chance. 

He told reporters later he 
felt the Serbs ultimately 
must succumb to the press- 
ure of sanctions and inter- 
national approbation “be- 
cause there is no way for 
them otherwise." 

The Serbs showed little 
evidence of being influ- 
enced by the ministers in 
the run up to the Geneva 
meeting: They attacked a 


U.N. convoy, killing a Brit- 
ish peacekeeper, and block- 
ed roads to Sarajevo. There 
was little to suggest they 
would change now. 

Foreign Secretary Doug- 
las Hurd of Britain, which 

has a large peacekeeping 

contingent in Bosnia, said 
there were limits to what 
the United States, Europe 
and Russia could do. 

We don't have the power 
to impose a solution," Mr. 
Hurd told a news confer- 
ence after . the meeting. 
^We must therefore con- 
tinue to work for one, ap- 
plying the pressures at our 
disposal.” 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said 
the powers faced “a diffi- 
cult, intractable problem." 
He added: “There are no 
magic solutions... but it 
might yield to steady 
pressure.” 

In trying to finally influ- 
ence the Serbs, the powers 
turned to existing, not new, 
punishments. 

The ministers conceded 
that a more than two-year- 
old regime of sanctions 
against rump Yugolsavia — 
Serbia and Montenegro — 
oyer its support for the Bos- 
nian Serbs was crumbling. 

They agreed to ask the 


U-N- Security Council to 
extend these sanctions and 
tighten enforcement, decid- 
ing to propose a draft re- 
solution in this regard with- 
in the next week. 

But there was no commit- 
ment made as to when the 
sanctions might actually be 
tightened — a clear reflec- 
tion of Russian reluctance 
to go on punishing Bel- 
grade, where Serbian Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic 
has voiced support for the 
pece plan. 

Although the United Na- 
tions and NATO had work- 
ed on such issues for 
months, the ministers also 
asked for new plans to be 
drawn to extend and strictly 
enforce exclusion rones in 
Bosnia, again with no target 
■date for implementation. 

The one area where the 
ministers made a commit- 
ment was with a carrot. 
They promised the Serbs 
that if they accepted the 
plan, they would im- 
mediately submit a resolu- 
tion to the United Nations 
on suspending economic 
sanctions against Belgrade. 

“The nature of this pro- 
cess is to get a “yes’ from the 
Serbs, not punishment for 
punishment’s sake," said a 
senior U.S. official 


Stalled Irish peace 
moves may bring 
fresh violence 


By Caroline Brothers 
Reuter 


BELFAST — Now the Irish 
Republican Army’s (IRA) 
political wing has effective- 
ly thrown out a plan widely 
seen as the best chance for 
peace in years, politicians 
are wondering if Northern 
Ireland is heading for a new 
cycle of violence. 

At a meeting in the 
northwest of the Irish re- 
public, hundreds of dele- 
gates from Sinn Fein dealt a 
body blow to an Anglo- 
Irish plan to end 25 years of ■ 
political and sectarian strife 
in the British-ruled pro- 
vince. 

Their rejection in all but 
spirit of the so-called 
Downing Street Declara- 
tion, that promised Sinn 
Fein a place at talks on the 
province’s future if th e IRa 
halted its campaign, was 
greeted with dismay in Bel- 
fast, London and Dublin. 

Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams said the declaration, 
which the meeting dubbed 
negative and contradictory, 
did not offer the IRA 
enough to give up its battle 
to unify Ireland. 

“Those who are engaged 
in the armed struggle are 
not persuaded,” he told re- 
porters recently. 

Sinn Fein did not need to 
accept the declaration to 
join peace talks, but Britain 
and Ireland insist they will 
only let them in to the 
political process after a 
permanent end to IRA vio- 
lence. 

Commentators and 
politicians expressed fears 
last week that the cycle of 
killings in .-North- Ireland 
would resume. 

“This will obviously 
mean continued terrorist 
violence both by the IRA 
and the loyalist murder 
gangs carrying out tit for tat 
railings,” said Britai ' 
David Winnick, head of an 
Anglo-Irish parliamentary 
liaison body. 

“The motions passed 
(last week) leave open the 
Prospect of an indefinite 
continuation of the IRA’s 
military campaign, a very 
depressing scenario,” an Ir- 
ish Times editorial' said. 

In 25 years, 3,000 people 
have died and 36,000 have 
been injured in the struggle 
involving the IRA, fighting 
to end British rule in the 
province, Protestant ex- 


wi 

tremists battling to keep it, ' 
and security forces trying to 
combat the guerrillas. 

Hours after the meeting 
ended, a British soldier was 
• seriously injured in a’ guer- 
rilla attack. 

In Belfast, where people 
were reluctant to hope for 
too much, disappointment 
after the meeting was palp- 
able. 

“Talk of peace in a week 
was never realistic, but now 
longer term hope that the, 
document could deliver an 
end to republican terror has 
evaporated," the Belfast 
Telegraph said. 

The rejection has left a 
question mark over the way 
forward. 

Talks between British 
Prime Minister John Major 
and his Irish counterpart 
Albert Reynolds appear to 
have stalled over constitu- 
tional issues involved in re- 
solvinng the conflict, but 
they have pledged to press 
on with or without Sinn 
Fein. 

The two are likely to 
thrash out a new framework 
document as a basis for 
discussions between north- 
ern Ireland's mainstream 
parties before the leaders 
meet later this year. 

But they will have an 
uphill struggle to get the 
parties round a table to 
discuss ways to revive some 
form of local power-sharing 
in the province which has 
been ruled directly from 
London since the early 
1970s. 

In Dublin, Mr. Reynolds 
said the onus was on ex- 
tremist groups to stop the 
bloodshed. “Sinn Fein and 
other paramilitaries have a 
responsibility to stop the 
kilung now," he said. 

Britain’s Northern Ire- 
land Secretary Sir Patrick 
Mayhew said the “no" had 
left Sinn Fein in a political 
wasteland. 

“They are isolated in a 
sense and a degree that they 
have never been before," 
he said. 

In an attempt at damage 
limitation after a welter of 
negative media reports, Mr. 
Adams insisted the peace 
process was still alive and 
the next step was up to 
Britain. 

Sinn Fein wants London 
to remove a key plank of 
the plan which gives the 
province’s Protestant 
majority a veto over politic- 
al change. 
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Free or rigged 
elections? 
Gazans wonder 


By Sarnia Nakhoui 

Reuter 

GAZA — Once their joy at 
the return of Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat sub- 
sides, Gazans mil be look- 
ing forward to something 
they have sever experienced in 
their lives — electing their 
own leaders. 

Now that Mr. Arafat has 
settled at home, people's 
aspirations are shifting to 
another prospect — a free 
and dignified political life 
that will erase the scars of 
yean of exile, oppression, 
and occupation by Israel 
since 1967. 

Despite the anticipation, 
some Palestinians are 
wondering in private if the 
voting will really be free 
and fair or a replica of the 
elections held m many Arab 
states. 

In the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank town of Jericho, 
all political groups are 
trying to gauge the share of 
the vote they would win and 
whether they have the peo- 
ple's support or not. 

The Muslim movement 
Hamas says it represents 45 
per cent of the people in 
Gaza. Mr. Arafat's main- 
stream PLO group Fateh 
speaks of 80 per cent — and 
scores of other groups also 
stake a claim. 

Palestinians say only free 
elections can determine the 
true weight of each faction. - 

But so far the election 
law has not been formu- 
lated and preparations for 
the campaign have not 
started. PLO officials ex- 
pect the elections to be held 
by the end of October. 

The question of timing 
has haunted the PLO lead- 
ership since its return to the 
Gaza Strip last month but 
much depends on how fast 
they can negotiate the 
arrangements with the 
Israelis. 

PLO official Nabil 
Shaath, asked when they 
would happen, adopted a 
saying attributed to the 
Prophet Mohammad 
“work for this world as if 
you are going to live forever 
and for the next world 
as if you are going to die 
tomorrow.” 

“Work for elections as if 
they are going to happen 
tomorrow but for negotia- 
tions as if they are going to 
go on forever,” Dr. Shaath 
said. 

Mr. Arafat's aides be- 
lieve the 64-year-old leader 
has every reason to hold the 
elections during his honey- 
moon period. 

“His homecoming trig- 
gered clear, popular and 


massive support that leaves 
□0 doubt as to his popular- 
ity. The game is over for all 
those who doubted, 
opposed or benefited from 
this cynicism — enemies, 
opponents, outsiders and 
insiders... he has the popu- 
lar support needed to 
achieve results, Dr. Shaath 
said. 

Mr. Arafat's return was 
part of the experiment in 
limited self-rule in Gaza 
and Jericho, which if suc- 
cessful could lead to a 
Pales tinian s tate in all the 
land occupied by Israel in 
1967. 

PLO-Israeli talks on 
autonomy in the rest of the 
West Bank began in Cairo 
last week, with the elections 
one of the events looming 
on the horizon, after 
another Israeli redeploy- 
ment. 

The elections were origi- 
nally to take place this 
month font the timetable is 
running months behind 
schedule. 

Many Palestinians fear 
Mr. Arafat will use the 
same autocratic methods in 
Gaza and Jericho as be has 
in the PLO for the past 25 
years. Even his supporters 
hope he will change his 
style. Otherwise, they say, 
he will end up losing. 

They see the democratic 
option as the only common 
ground for exiled Palesti- 
nians, returning with diffe- 
rent ideologies and cultures 
from various parts of the 
world. 

“The elections are the 
safety valve for the Palesti- 
nian people. They are as 
important as the peace 
agreement. They are a 
national demand that sym- 
bolises the desire- of ~tbe 
Palestinians. This need 
must be fulfilled,” said 
Fateh member Tawflk 
Khosa. 

“We need a certain mod- 
el to organise the rela- 
tionship between all the 
Palestinians. All this must 
be run according to^a cer- , 
tain criteria — the 'demo- 
cratic one.” 

While opponents believe 
Mr. Arafat will just buy 
people’s loyalty, others say 
his success depends on his 
ability to raise funds for 
them, improve their living 
standards and rebuild the 
infrastructure of the self- 
rule areas. 

“So far a piece of bread is 
more important than poli- 
tics for people. A good 
livelihood plays a role in 
determining whether the 
citizen is with you or against 
you. This defines his politic- 
al line,” Mr. Khosa added. 



Tutsi iv fr p f i , who are protected by French troops from fighting and massacres, watt for humanitarian aid in the western Rwandan village of Rwbnpirt, north of KJboye (AFP 
photo) 

Rwanda’s catastrophe — ■ more to come 


By Peter Smerdou 

Reuter 

KEBUMBA, Zaire — The 
Rwandan catastrophe stun- 
ned the world and over- 
whelmed its relief agencies. 
Aid officials say more vast 
horrors are sure to follow. 

“Could it happen 
on an even larger scale 1 
tins monstrostyyr 
senior official drthe Inter- 
national Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC). 

“Why not?” he answers 
himself. “Shame on all of us 
we proved in Rwanda un- 
wflhng to stop country kill- 
ing itself before our eyes. 

“People may say they 
blame Rwanda... rat we, 
the so-called powerful 
West, were responsible for 
Rwanda and will continue 
to be. If we ignore it, evil 
will spread until it knocks 
on oar doors.” 

Stand in Kibumba camp, 
25 km north of Zairean 


border town of Goma, and 
watch the price for 250,000 
refugees struggling to live 
among the dead. 

The foul-smelting corpses 
of men, women and chil- 
dren lie where they fall, 
metres from the tiving, who 
are cooking, vomiting and 
excreting around small 
camp fires on every patch of 
difla*— " . _ 

hi a line of Bodies pSecT 
up to four deep 100 metres 
from the camp perimeter, 
lies a young woman who 
was giving birth when she 
died. The child perished as 
well. The woman is holding 
a hand of a dead man, 
her husband. 
I.N. High Com- 
missioners for Refugees 
(UNHCR) workers, a 
Swiss, a Dutch and a 
Swede, are almost in tears 
after two days trying to 
organise the digging of a 
mass grave through volca- 
nic rock. 


Kibumba is considered 
tiie worst camp for cholera 
bat aid workers say the 
death rate among the 1.7 
milli on refugees in eastern 
Zaire has levelled ont at 
1,800 each day and may 
soon start to fail. 

They expect growing 
numbers of refugees to re- 
turn to Rwanda in coining 
weeks, ;j$uk.a. hard core or 
Rwandans' are bound to 
stay, fearing reprisals be- 
cause they or their dose 
relatives took part in the 
tribal slaughter. 

“There will be perma- 
nent refugee camps here,” 
says UNHCR spokesman 
Ray Wilkinson. “Another 
little blip of people on the 
forgotten map <rf Africa like 
the others — Sudan, 
Mozambique and Malawi.” 

“We've already run out 
of money for this opera- 
tion,” he said. “We are 
begging. We’ve been saying 
since it broke out this is too 


big. The scale of this was so 
unprecedented who could 
handle it?” 

Hg described refugees as 
“the growth industry of the 
90s” with UNHCR re- 
sponsible worldwide for 21 
million people outside their 
homelands and 25 million 
internally displaced, com- 
pared with a total of two 
million in tiie^p s.- •... 

, I 1 * 4 * " ‘ ■ 

“In the long-term there is 
no good solution to any of 
this except to have a stand- 
ing army of aid workers 
ready to intervene for each 
emergency trigger than the 
last,” he added. 

“But suppose we set up a 
UNHCR twice its present 
size, a disaster three times 
the size will only come 
along. I don't think the 
international community is 
ready to fund that." 

Even for Rwandans who 
escape cholera and go back 
to their ravaged homes, the 


ordeal appears far from 
over. 

The victorious Rwanda 
Patriotic Front (RPF), 
dominated by Rwanda's 
Tutsi minority of 14 per 
cent, now holds power in 
the capital Kigali, ruling a 
largely Hutu majority. 

“Even in the best scenar- 
io it must take generations 
to end the ethnic hatred 
behind this,” said a U.S. 
diplomat. "And Rwanda's 
record of massacres since 
1959 leaves little room for 
hope." 

In 1959 the Hutus over- 
threw their traditional Tutsi 
overlords, beginning a long 
series of tribal bloodbaths. 

“Of course Rwanda will 
be a basket case for years. 
How can it possibly recov- 
er? It's a country that has 
been raped and denuded. 
Why should it change for 
the better? History says it 
won’t,” said a U.N. official, 


who declined to be identi- 
fied. 

“We harbour massive 
worries that the same will 
happen in Rwanda again... 
in five years, in six years. I 
don’t think we can look so 
far ahead, or that the world 
will be prepared for it.” 

“But what can we do? 
We have to either send the 
refugees home and run the 
risk of it happening again or 
keep them as permanent 
refugees... so we will send 
as many home as we can.” 

The aid officials said 
Western powers which fund 
the U.N. system responded 
slowly to the Rwanda crisis 
because of recent failures in 
Somalia, former Yugoslavia 
and Haiti. 

But they added that de- 
spite Africa's capacity for 
producing refugees, most 
African states bad an 
admirable record of giving 
asylum to the displaced. 


Regent urges against pulpit politics 

(Continued from page 1) 
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the common good. 

He also expressed hope 
that dialogues would con- 
tinue in order to safeguard 
national unity. 

The meeting, convened at 
Raghadan Palace upon the 
request of acting Lower 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Abdul Razzak Tubeisfaat, fo- 
cused on a number of impor- 
tant issues, including parlia- 
ment members* sermons m 
mosques dealing with the 
Washington Declaration and 
the summit His Majesty King 
Hussein held with Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
. Rabin as well as U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton. 

Islamic deputies presented 
the views of the Islamic 
movement concerning the 
Washington meeting, stres- 
sing that being in the opposi- 
tion their views were con- 
structive, arming to serve the 
nation and abiding by the 
Constitution. 

They said that the Islamic 
movement was an “integral 
part of the Jordanian home- 
land striving to protect and 
defend it and will not exceed 
c o nst i t u t i onal limits." This 
movement is totally commit- 
ted to national principled 
stands that seek to enhance 
Jordan's status, they said. 

The Islamic deputies criti- 
cised tiie government, de- 


manding that the government 
should define its position 
with regard to the Islamic 
movement and that tiie gov- 
ernment should maintain dSa- 
with them, 
demanded that the 
tent should conader 
Islamic movement’s ac- 
tions as undertaken in good 
faith and that the government 
should consider the Islamic 
deputies as representatives of 
the nation in line with King 
Hussein's policy of respecting 
various views, abiding by the 
Constitution and serving 
national in t er ests. 

Minister of Interior 
Salameh Hammad cited some 
excesses on the part of the 
Islamists winch were consi- 
dered as violating the norms. 

Minister of Awqaf and 
Islami c Affair s Abdul SahlBO 
A1 Abbadi addressed the 
meeting demanding that all 
parties adhere to Islamic 
principles and values which 
require that the mosque pul- 
pits serve as a platform for 
propagating affection and 
solidarity and not a source for 
dissent and slander. 

Jnstioe Minister Hisham A1 
Tal stressed the independ- 
ence of the judiciary and 
underlined the sovereignty of 
tiie law. After presenting 
their views, tiie deputies and 
ministers were received by 
tiie Regent, who made his 
comments on their demands. 
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(Continued from page 12) 

the West Bank.” 

He said by next week talks 
would begin on elections in 
the West Bank and Gaza as 
stipulated in the Israel-PLO 
peace accord. ‘ 

Palestinians have argued 
snefa - elections would reouire 
an Israeli army pullback in 
the West Bank — which 
Israel says is problematic be- 
cause of the need to protect 
more than 100,000 Jewish 
settlers in the area. 

Dr. Shaath, who was to 


Civil power transfer draft ready 

travel to Cairo Monday night 
to head the Palestinian de- 
legation, said elections could 
be held by the end of the 
year. 

Both Mr. Shahal and Dr. 


Shaath, whose 

tiem would have qualified him 
for arrest here before last 
September's accord, said 
they were pleased .with the 
meeting. 

Dr. Shaath said he was 
glad to be in Tel Aviv “m the 
very pleasant and positive 
company of Mr. Shahal.” 


Rabin sees Syrian wish for peace 


(Continued from page 1) 

East tour this month bv U.S. 
Secretary of State warren 
Christopher. 

Syria and Lebanon, where 
Damascus is the main foreign 
wer broker, have lagged 
ehind Jordan and the Pales- 
tine liberation Organisation 
(PLO) in conducting peace 
talks with Israel which 
opened in Madrid in 1991. 

After the hour-long meet- 
ing with Mr. Mubarak , Mr. 
Rabin urged Syria to make a 


es 


“gesture” to convince the 
Israeli people of its desire for 
peace. 

He gave as an example the 
lateEgyptian President Anwar 
Sadat’s visit to occupied Jeru- 
salem in 1977, which raved 
the way for the Israeh -Egyp- 
tian peace treaty of 1979. 

Syria said Monday it was 
up to Israel to make the first 
move and has criticised Jor- 
dan and the PLO for under- 
mining the Arab position by 
striking "separate ” deals with 
Israel. 


Arafat wants talks on Jerusalem 


(Continued from page 1) 

Israel has indicated it will 
wait the full period, which 
would schedule final status 
talks beginning May 1996. 

Israel’s Police Minister 
Mosbe Shahal rejected the 
idea of talks on Jerusalem 
now. 

“There is agreement that 
tiie issue is not discussed at 
this stage, it will be raised in 
the future negotiations on the 
permanent solution,” Mr. 
Shahal said. 

He added that “Jerusalem 
is under Israeli sovereignty 
and united. It had been so for 
27 years and null remain so in 
the future.” 

“Jerusalem from our point 
of view is the capital of our 
independent Palestinian 
state,” Mr. Arafat said. 

Israeli and PLO nego- 
tiators met in Jerusalem for 
the first time on Monday, 
officials on both sides said. 

On the record, officials de- 
nied any significance to the 
venue for meetings of four 
joint sub-committees on eco- 
nomic cooperation. 

But Palestinian sources 
hailed the move as an Israeli 
admission that the status of 
tiie city was still to be deter- 
mined. 

“This means that Israel has 
accepted the debate that the 
status is still to be negoti- 
ated,” said one Palestinian 
source who declined to be 


identified. 

During the meeting Israel 
rave the green light Monday 
for Palestinian agricultural 
products to be shipped to 
Israel from the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip in line with 
autonomy, officials said. 

Palestinian fanners will 
start shipping produce to 
Israel on Tuesday, but there 
will be quotas for eggs, chick- 
en, potatoes, cucumbers, 
tomatoes and melons. 

An economic agreement 
signed on April 29 in Paris 
stipulated the free entry of 
most Palestinian agricultural 
goods into Israel, as part of 
self-rule launched in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho less 
than a week later. 

Israeli farmers are to be 
compensated to the tune of 
$50 milliOD over four years 
for the change in policy, an 
agricultural ministry spokes- 
man said. 

The director general of the 
ministry, Yohanan Bacbi, 
and his counterpart in the 
Palestinian self-rale author- 
ity, Mohammad Rai, met at 
the Notre Dame Hotel oppo- 
site the Old City to finalise 
tiie agreement, the spokes- 
man said. 

Agriculture revenues rep- 
resent around 33 per cent of 
the gross national product of 
the West Bank and around 25 
per cent of that of the Gaza 
Strip, according to the Bank. 


Brotherhood Insists on politics 

(Continued from page 1) 


with Israel) falls, the popular 
front will be solid in its 
opposition to all forms of 
normalisation.” 

Mr. Thneibat said His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
asserted “our role in political 
opposition,” during a meet- 
ing that Prince Hassan called 
with the leadership of the 
Brotherhood to congratulate 
them “on the confidence of 
the brothers” in the elections 
for the movement’s shoura 
council last month. 

Addressing the reference 
to Jerusalem in the Washing- 
ton Declaration. Mr. 
Thneibat rejected the separa- 
tion between religious and 
political sovereignty over 
Jerusalem because accepting 
the Israeli recognition “of 
(Muslim) religious and not 
political sovereignty over 
Jerusalem amounts to giving 
up” the Holy City. 

He said the Brotherhood 


considers accepting only reli- 
gious sovereignty over Jeru- 
salem “which is as sacred as 
Jaffa and Haifa “amounts to 
recognition of the legitimacy 
of the Jews.” 

Referring to the con- 
troversy between Jordan and 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) over the 
Holy City, Mr. Thneibat said 
“Jerusalem has always been a 
uniting factor for Muslims 
and we will not accept that it 
becomes a reason for con- 
flict.” 

Mr. Thneibat said the 
Brotherhood welcomes a ple- 
biscite on the peace process if 
it will be fair and free. But he 
added that such a plebiscite 
should have been carried out 
before the start of negotia- 
tions with Israel. 

Asserting that the move- 
ment is concerned with 
national unity and the well- 
being of the Kingdom, the 
Brotherhood leader said his 
movement was worried about 
the “undemocratic practices” 
of the government. 


Cairo meeting drafts ‘code of conduct 9 


(Continued from page 1) 

for final approval to a higher 
environmental committee 
which will meet in October in 
Bahrain, she added. 

Delegates said the environ- 
mental talks were aimed at 
building confidence between 
the Arab and Israeli parties, 
by demonstrating that en- 
vironmental problems trans- 
cend political differences and 
borders. 

Syria and Lebanon are 
boycotting ail multilateral 
talks, insisting progress in 
their bilateral talks with 
Israel must come first. But 
most other Arab states, in- 
cluding Jorddn, and Gulf and 
north African countries, are 
taking part. 

The draft code of conduct 
said countries must strive for 
conservation of natural re- 
sources and economic de- 
velopment must be in har- 


mony with environmental 
concerns. 

It also highlighted the need 
for technological cooperation 
in the region, where water 
shortages are a major prob- 
lem. 

The meeting was chaired 
by Japan. 

Japanese delegate Tochi- 
nori Shigeie told Reuters the 
delegates decided on guiding 
principles for domestic poli- 
cies and regional coopera- 
tion. 

“We are not working on 
legally binding things, given 
the general situation in the 
Midale East, but we made 
very good progress," Mr. 
Shigeie said. 

He said recent moves to- 
ward peace, including Israel's 
agreements with the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
and Jordan, had given an 
impetus to the two-day meet- 
ing. 


Romanovs dream again 
of the throne of Russia 


By Lynnley Browning 
Reuter 

ST. PETERSBURG — Rus- 
sian Communists crushed the 
house of Romanov in 1918, 
slaughtering the imperial 
family in a cellar, but their 
descendants dream still of a 
return to the throne. 

If will nor be by force — 
“impossible, too ugly," says 
Prince Andrei Romanov, the 
71 -year-old great nephew of 
the lost Tsar Nicholas II. 

Nor will it be soon. "The 
time is not yet ripe,” adds 
Prince Dmitry, 68, great 
grandson of Nicholas I, who 
ruled Russia from 1825 to 
1855. 

There are other complica- 
tions too. such as precisely 
which prince would sit on the 
Russian throne. 

“It must be decided with a 
vote by the Russian people." 
said Prince Dimitry, chair- 
man of the Copenhagen- 
based Romanov Fund for 
Russia. 

Muted hints that Romanov 
descendants long for the 
dynasty to lead Rusisa once 
more emerged during the 
ceremony this month at the 
Hermitage Museum, the 
tsar’s former winter palace, 
to mark an exhibition 
“Nicholas and Alexandra: 
the Court of the Last Russian 
Emperors.” 

Four Romanov princes 
attended the event and as 
they examined the 600 paint- 
ings and objets d'art from the 
last tsar’s collection, they 
pondered the past and hinted 
about the future. 

“Russians want to catch up 
with their history,” said 
Prince Andrei. “They need 
to know that Yekaterinburg 
did not end everything," he 
added, referring to the killing 
of the royal family in the 
Urals city of Yekaterinburg 
on the orders of the Bolshe- 


viks. 

Portraits and scenes of the 
royal court showed a happy, 
privileged life before the Bol- 
sheviks, led by Vladimir 
Lenin, snuffed out the 400- 
year-old dynasty and ushered 
in the Communist era. 

A handful of Romanovs 
escaped os revolution and 
civil war swept Russia. None 
of those who stayed survived. 

Today, their descendants, 
who prefer the French spell- 
ing of their name. Romanoff, 
are spread out from Australia 
to Europe. 

Some are staking their 
claim to a crown that no 
longer exists. 

Maria Vladimirovna, the 
daughter of Russia's last 
rightful heir to the throne, 
calls herself the grand prin- 
cess and claims her son, 
Georgy, is crown prince. 

"Nonsense." said Sergei 
Medvedev of the St. Peters- 
burg-based Noble Federa- 
tion. a nationwide organisa- 
tion uniting former Russian 
nobles. “Her son's father is a 
Hohenzollem” — a member 
of the German dynastic fami- 
ly which ruled ’in Branden- 
burg-Prussia from 1415 until 
1918. 

Added Prince Dimitry: 
“She's a Romanov all right 
but is not the head of tiie 
family.” 

In Russia, squabbles over 
the succession are nothing 
new. 

Twenty-seven pretenders 
tried to assume the Moscow 
throne in the 17th and 18th 
centuries. 

“Beware of false Roma- 
novs," warned Prince Nicho- 
las, the current head of the 
dynasty. 

Princes without a throne, 
rebels without a cause — the 
Romanovs are happy the for- 
mer imperial, capital of St. 
Petersburg is rediscovering 
its aristocratic heritage. 
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en emirates 


ABU DHABI (R) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
trying to harmonise 
ruies within fne seven-mem- 
ber federation to prepare for 
a possible Arab Gulf com- 
mon market. Monday began 
levying a four per cent tariff 
on most imports, customs 

offidrJs said. 


“The good thing is that this 
offers unified guidelines for 
consumers and importers," 


Cbaid Basil, president of the 
Higher Council of Tariffs, 
lokj Reuten. 

. duties will be imposed 


Products made in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
will also be duty-free as well 
as those destined for reex- 
port. 

Local manufacturers can 
import free of charge raw or 
partially worked materials for 
use in cbeir plants, it said.' 

The law maintains the 
rights of rulerS of the seven 
emirates to exempt import 
items or designated com- 
panies from customs duties. 


“Everything else is four 
per cent in all the emirates," 
Mr. Basit said. "The good 


by r;vcn emirates. 

'Bw'oro the rules took 
cf customs departments 
ll:r; jchous ihe UAE were 
ch-rjTng different tariffs and 
e\e some imports 

vU:-: a T/erc taxable in ocher 
cnr'TfrJS of the federation set 


years ago. 

Basit said tobacco im- 


tvhiali already attract a 
~r.: government tax, 
have to pay the 


thing is anything exempt in 
Dubai is exempt in Fujairah. 
Anything in Abu Dhabi is 
exempt m Ras A! Khaimah." 

He said awnnal tariff re- 
venue for all seven emirates 
was expected to rise four-fold 
to up to 1.5 union dirhams 
($408 million). 

Enforcing a common tariff 
within the UAE is alsn essen- 
tial as a first step towards 


par cent customs 


unifying customs with its five 
GCC partners that have 


. '- I ZlSlTm g the tobacco 
y, per cent. 

U' :he tobacco tariff 
l - to 50 per cent, 
; eminent plan to 
. ‘.7 -rooking. 

. .alcohol, which 
to non-Muslims 
: .to;' 1 ; hotels, remained 
. ~ : r c .lit, an Abu Dhabi 
.-;Yi h officials said, distri- 
■ ■; ccpiss of the schedule. 
: r'zsr.s include ferti- 
. !C' psstiddes, wood, 
. ilisTals, fishing nets, 
ul pearls, unworked s3- 
•.ad geld, iron, steel and 
inlax building mate- 
■. ai:d fanning products. 

and at least 10 
. oh:: cf foodstuffs are 


GCC partners that have 
sought to create a common 
market for the alliance set in 
I960 that also includes Saudi 
; Arabia, Bahrain, Xmnit,. 
Oman and Qatar. 

Mr. Basit said it was not 
yet clear how die rates would 
affect GCC discussions on 
aligning tariffs throughout 
the region. 

Customs officials from the 
six GCC states met last week 
to agree on two schedules for 
tariffs between five to 10 per 
cent and exemptions on more 
than 70 categories of food- 
stuffs. 

No decision was 
announced. A GCC official 
said Monday that finance 
ministers would discuss the 
issue in September. 


eria abolishes 
ies on exports 


L .3 "2 y?.) — Nigeria said 
S . . ; t: -"sd abofehed. (hi ties 

:: .:\i7.Tc2 as part of the 
tY: review of its 1994 


ness community for the sharp 
reduction in foreign exchange 
earnings from the non-oil 


7 • rr.<fio, Quoting K- 
Minister KaJu Idika 
'■ ihe military gov- 
jr..7:.*.a;_c;so decided that a 
exchange would 
osubiisiied in the Nigerian 
Abuja. 

ll liriCi the Nigerian naira 
currency would remain fixed 
at Z2 to the dollar. 

luring i '.e exchange rate of 
tfc„* at more than twice 
its free market value was the 
most controversial step taken 
by Gor.aral Sani Abadn’s gov- 
chj!T.c::i in the budget in 
Jnnscir y Co reverse eight years 
of ec ironiic reforms mtro- 
Ut :cc.J by the former military 
a»ta:h;;:*.ir:-.tion. 

‘i'l-.-i measure has been 
wi:l»y blamed by the busi- 


earnmgs trom tne non-oil 
sector. 

The organised business 
sector baa suggested that a 
second foreign exchange win- 
dow be opened to stimulate 
exports so that exporters 
would earn more naira by 
exchanging their foreign ex- 
change earnings at free mar- 
ket rates. 

Retaining the fixed ex- 
change rate is bound to furth- 
er strain Nigeria's relations 
with its foreign creditors, 
who have decided there will 
be no debt relief for Nigeria 
unless it relaxes economic 
controls. 

The government 
announcement said institu- 
tional bottlenecks in the way 


of exports would be re- 
moved. It gave no further 


details. 


mm 


want our love to be the way it 
back in college. I even bought 
me plastic press-on pimples! 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
g by Hand Arnold and A^Mon 


i -v.imbie (hose lour jumbles. 
■ ‘ ■ her to each square, lo form 
• canary words. 


. ONIS 
ti r 


ITS not quite right yet 


SmMi 


! AFU 


ROING 


-i-.-AMNS 


WHAT TTE 

oef sxv m 

APPRENTICE NKPBP 
PLENTY OF. 


Now arrange the aided letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


. ?r here: 


(Answers tomorrow) 

. „ . | jumbtes: MIRTH FOYER PANTRY COHORT 


jn«j£ 
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Beirut Stock 
Exchange needs 
transparency law 


High fuel prices put dampener 

on good oil freight rates 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon 
must quickly prepare a new 
law on company transparency 
before the Beirut Stock Ex- 
change can reopen after an 
11-year gap, the chairman of 
the Lebanese . Stockbrokers’ 
- Association said. 

“We know that without 
transparency foreign people 
will not trust the stock ex- 
change here," Nabii Aoun 
told Reuters after his 
nomination to the new stock 
exchange committee 
appointed on July 21 to 
reopen the market. 

Mr. Aoun satd no 
Lebanese company has good 
transparency. Even the $2.6 
billkm Solidere Company set 

X to rebuild central Beirut, 
kc shares are traded on a 
separate Beirut secondary 
market, has not yet published 
a balance sheet. 


shares of two or three of the 
pre-1983 listed companies but 
several new issues were 
under preparation. 


LONDON (R) — Shipown- 
ers have seen rates for trans- 
porting crude oil rise sharply 
since foe first half of the year, 
but increased fuel prices 
mean it is too early to be 
toasting a market turnar- 


ound, analysts said Monday. 
“It’s too soon to act the 


Mr. Aoun said his own 
finance house, Fidus SAL, 
was preparing share issues for 
more than $100 mflfion. 


Up to half the $170 million 
cost of refurbishing and ex- 
panding Beirut’s Phoenicia 
Intercontinental Hotel, 
which was gutted during the 
civil war, will be raised on the 
Beirut Stock Exchange, he 
said. • 


Share issues will also be 
launched to raise about $10 
million towards building the 
$25 million Faraya-Mzaar re- 
sort hotel, $15 million for an 
aluminium plant and $3 mil- 
lion for a pharmaceutical 
plant, he added. 


“It’s too soon to get the 
champagne out," said Martin 
Stopfora, of Clarkson Re- 
search Studies Limited. 

“Earnings were down to 
exceptionally low levels ear- 
lier m the year so we would 
expect a bounce bad:,” Mr. 
Stopford said. 

Increased freight rates re- 
flect above all a hike in bun- " 
ker (fuel) prices, brought on* 
by rising oil costs, brokers 
said. 

“We’ve seen an increase in 
bunker prices from $65 per 
tonne to $100 as well as an 
increase in fixing (of ships)," 


said a broker at ship-brokers 
Galbraith's. 

Demand for ships was 
helped by evidence of growth 
in oil demand in the United 
States, parts of Europe and 
Asia, coupled with concerns 
over the short-term availabil- 
ity of oil supplies due to 
unrest in Yemen and Nigeria, 
analysts said. 

Rates for transporting oil 
on very large crude carriers 
(VLCCS) operating out of 


$10,192 the previous week 
and rates for newer vessels 
rose to $17,019 from $15,572. 

In early June, Clarkson put 
average earning for older 
VLC& at $4,580, and for 
newer vessdes $9,649. A 
VLCC has a' deadweight ton- 
nage of 200,000 to 300,090 
and carries around two mil- 
lion bands of oil. 

But brokers said the high 


too low t° meet the break- 
even costs of modern ton-, 
nage," SSY said in its month- 
ly report. 

“Rates are likely to in- 
crease further, perhaps 
another five worldscale 
points, then possibly steady 
off,” one broker said. 

Brokers said that as rates 
rose further, shipowners 
would be tempted to stave off 
scrapping older ships, which 


the Mideast Gulf shot up last 

week to worldscale 50 for a 


uui - — . — crr&DDing Older snips, wmta 

would* mean more ships chas- 
ing the o_f car- 


trip to Japan and an average 
W43 for trips westbound — . 
based on the system of quot- 
ing freight rates used by 
brokers — from the low worl- 
dscale 30s in early June. 

Brokers Clakson said aver- 
age daily earnings on older 
VLCCs rose 16 per cent last 
week to $11,813, from 


“Returns are nothing like 
as high as the increase in 
worldscale would suggest," 
the_brpket at. Galbraith’s 
said. 

“The apparent improve- 
ment in shipowners' net re- 
venues is largely an illusion 
even at W43 (for Mideast 
Gulf westbound), firmer 
bunker prices mean that 
voyage earnings are still far 


goes and act as an antidote to 
the rise in rates. 

“If better trading condi- 
tions are envisaged, this mayi 
deter further scrapping activ- 
ity. This would delay prog- 
ress in the elimination of 
substandard vessels as well as 
forestalling the onset of more 
balanced supply/demand con- 
ditions in 1995/96,” SSY said. 


China posts strong trade growth 


“Good transparency 
means a balance sheet every 
month and all shareholders 
can go and look at the books. 
For the moment Lebanese 
law does not require any 
transparent y," Mr. Aoun 
said. * 

* He said lawyers have be- 
gun studies for a transparen- 
cy law and he believed the 
exchange could reopen under 
new rules in 40 or 60 days, 
trading 10 of the 40 stocks 
listed before it closed in 1983. 

A number of new issues 
were also waiting in the pipe- 
line. 

Mr. Auon said legal re- 
quirements for die market 
could be met very quickly. 
Internal regulations will be 
prepared by the committee, 
which holds its first formal 
meering this week, and a 
finance ministry decree on 
transpare n cy with the force 
of law would avoid waiting 
for a parliamentary law. 


The issues were likely to 
take place this year. 


Ciments Libanais, Leba- 
non's second biggek com- 
pany, was also likely to fi- 
nance a planned new $150 
million plant through the ex- 
change and the Sibline Ce- 
ment Company was expected 
to make a flotation for a new 
plant with a one million ton- 
nes capacity. 


French and Finnish com- 
panies setting up a cellular 
telephone network were ex- 
pected to create a manage- 
ment company that could 
raise money on the exchange. 
Another banker said a con- 
cessionary company to build 
a toll motorway to the Syrian 
border was also likely to raise 
capital on the Beirut Stock 
Exchange. 


“Our objective is to avoid 
parliament because it will 


GIRL MISSING 


take a long time... we can go 
to narliament later.” Mr'. 


to parliament later” Mr'. 
Aou^ said. . 

He. said -committee lawyers, 
were instructed last week to 
study the regulations of the 
U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission, French Stodc 
Exchange law and London 
Stock Exchange law. 


BEIJING (R) — China’s 
strong trade performance this 
year is a result of a stable 
currency, recovery in major 
export markets and a massive 
injection of foreign invest- 
ment, economists said Fri- 
day. • 

But they said the trade 
picture was unbalanced with 
nearly half of all trade 
accounted for by one pro- 
vince — Guangdong — and 
foreign ventures producing 
nearly a third of die exports. 

In the first six months of 
1994, China’s trade grew 25.4 
percent over the same period 
m 1993 to $97.6 billion, with 
exports climbing 30.2 per 
cent to $48.39 billion and 
imports rising 21.1 per cent to 
$49.21 billion. 

That cut the trade deficit 
from $3.49 billion in the first 
half of 1993 to $820 mflHon in 
1994, with June the first 
month in 16 that (Irina post- 
ed a surplus. 

One Chinese trade official 
raid the strong export growth 
was due to signs of recovery 
in the United States, Japan 
and Europe and unification 
of the exchange rate since 
Jan. 1, with the yuan stable at 
8.7 to the dollar since then. 


He said the structure of 
exports was improving, with 
manufactured goods account- 
ing for 83.1 per cent Of car- 
ports, up from 80.5 per emit 
m the same period m 1993. 

Export items showing the 
fastest growth were textiles 
and garments, shoes, toys, 
travel goods, aluminium, - 
ring, soyabeans and peanuts, 
while exports of sugar, crude 
oQ and oil prodnets fell. 

Fastest-growing imports 
were crude oil and oil pro- 
ducts, telephone switching 
systems, machine tools, 
shops, edible ofl and raw 
materials for the textilemdus- 
try, jnriiwttng cotton. 

The official said another 
positive factor was reform of 
the foreign trade system, 
aimed at allowing more 
Chinese firms to trade on 
their own. 


Excluding fonagn-invested 
ventures, more than 7,500 
firms have ihe right to do 
trade, of which 2,234 are 
man u f ac turers, he said. 

One Japanese economist 
said China’s trade remains 
too dependent on the south- 
ern province of Gnangdoi^, 
adjacent to Hong Kong, and 
on foreign ventures. 


“If they can give us a re- 
sume of all this we can im- 
mediately take the deci- 
sion.... in my opinion the 
new law on transparency will 
be ready in 40 or 60 days,” he 
said. 

Mr. Aoun expects 10 of the 
40 pre-1983 listed companies 
to be qudted on the ex- 
change. “Some of the former 
companies have dosed, some 
have been taken over. Only 
10 will be able to follow the 
rules of the Beirut Stock Ex- 
change," he said. 

The market’s main initial 
activity would be trading the 


18-year-olcl Sri Lankan 
Mate SandamaJi Perrera 
left her mother house on 
Jabal Al Qal’a last 
Wednesday and did not 
return home yet 
Kindly If anybody had 
any information, 
please contact the Srt 
Lankan Embassy In 
Jabal Amman - phone 
645311 - 645312 or 
643720. 

Anyone who hides 
her or employs her 
will be legally re- 
sponsible. 


FINEST QUALITY 
AND 

LOWEST PRICES 


^ DAJANl’S 


Gold jewelry, gems & fine presents. 

Amra Hotel Shops. 6th Circle. Amman. 


DID YOU KNOW THERE 
ARE 600, 000 DOCTORS IN 
THIS COUNTRY 7 


AS A WORLD FAMOUS . 
5URGE0N, DO YOU THINK 
THAT'S TOO MANY DOCTORS? 


ONLY IF THEY'RE ALL 
.ON CALL T0NISHT., ^ 
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Guangdong, which has 
attracted more foreign invest- 
ment than any other pro- 
vince, accounted for $40.95 
billion or 42 per cent of Chi-, 
na’s trade in the first half of 
1994. 


This was far ahead of Shan- 
ghai, second with $8.18 bil- 
lion, and Jiangsu, third with 
$5.5 billion. 


Fbreign-mvested ventures 
accounted for 36.7 per cent of 
China’s trade at $35.78 bil- 
lion, up 453 per cent on the 
same 1993 period, and 
accounted for 27.8 per cent of 
total exports. 

The Japanese economist 


said most ' of these firms are 
involved in processing im- 
ported raw material and that 
rhina must expand its ranpe 
of exports, use more of its 
own raw materials and up- 
grade the technology used m 

production. 

He said the falling deficit 
was doe in part to Beijing’s 
measures to cod the overhe- 
ated economy. The govern- 
ment’s austerity plan, im- 
■ plemented in July, 1993, has 
led to a cut in domestic de- 
mand. 


China posted a trade de- 
ficit of $12,187 billion for all , 
of 1993, its first deficit since 
1989. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY AUGUST 2, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
A group affair may not turn 
out as expected and conld re- 


investigating wisely and com- 
ing up with the right answers. 


quire that yon be at your most 
devendf in order to deal with 


deveiself in order to deal with 
these special circumstances 
that - “need your immediate 
attention. Relieve tension and 
anxiety. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Listen to what a 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You can easily obtain the data- 
you need at this time fora very 
important project. Gronp 
affairs are fine now since they 
can bring excellent results. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 
20) This is a good day to confer 
with trusted advisers and gain 
excellent suggestions from 
them. Take no risks with your 
money. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) . 
Good friends wiT gladly intro- 
duce you to influential persons 
who can help you in career 
matters. Sidestep a trouble- 
maker. 


-good friend has to say so that 
you can gain a personal goal 
. mpre readily. Strive for io- 
‘ erased happiness with your 
family. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Put more effort 
into your tasks and gain more 
benefits. Consult an expert for 
ideas to improve your financial 
position for the future. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Study 
whatever has been puzzling 
you in the past and come up 
with the right answers. Be 
logical about any new en- 
deavour. • 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Study your 
monetary status and find the 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 
to July 21) This is a good day 
for expansion in your line of 
endeavour and adding to pre- 
stige you now enjoy. Take 
needed health treatments. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Engage in social activities 
which are character b uilding 
and can bring advancement in 
your career. Improve your 
budget to have more money 
when needed. 


monetary status and find the 
right way to gain more secur- 
ity. Come to a better under- 
standing with a loved one. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Attend to .outside 
tasks early in the day for best 
results. Avoid a temptation to 
spend more money that you 
can afford to be without. 


PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Put a new plan to 
work which could give you 


won: wnicn could give you 
added income in the days 


VIRGO: (August 22 to 
j September 22 ) Be sure to keep 
promises you have made to 
j others. Use your ability for 


aaaea income in the days 
ahead. Be more willing to do 
extra work which is assigned to 
you. 

Birthstone of August: 
Peridot — Golden Ouax 


[THE Daily Crossword * 


Bamica Gordon 


ACROSS 
1 Coumartanor 
5 HaUmttric 
10 David, eg. 

H Stead 

15 Hearsay 

16 Subsume tor 
butter 

17 Furnished 
15 In fan 

ZQWflR-tcnowntria 

22 Charge with gas 

23 Lavish 
24Dra/gp. 

23 Overrules 
28 Windflowers 

33 Bakery hanoa 

34 VIP in Kuwait 

35 Variable star 

36 Wearing 

37 Small drafts 

38 Fed 

39 Affluence 

40 One of the 
Kennedy* 

41 Partial darkness 

42 Compounds 
tabu to athtouts 

44 Tributary ota 
river 

45 Expression of 
greeting 

46 Airtight closure 

47 Having a husky 
voice 

3i Gather witn 
difficulty 

54 Having trouble 
36 Swerve 
58 Phase 
89 "To a rag, 

60 afferent 

61 indeMu 
number 

62 Deviated from 
course 

63 Mother olApodo 





DOWN 
1 Everything 
2TeB 
talas 
3Shaltar 
4 Not working 
SCityin 
Belgium 


6 Madras money 

7 Sum totals: 
abbr. 

8 Japanese drama 
9V«tonahes 

10 Coconut raw 

11 TAEnama 

12 Bump into 

13 Smafl opening 
19 Enlarge a hole 
21 Crude mmerafc 

24 Varnish 
ingrerflent 

25 FraWes 

26 Applause 

27 Work on one's 

hair 

28 Accumulate 
23 Honest 

30 Rover 

31 Sflp away trom 

32 More wnsbta 
34 Dismagnte 
37 Private road 

41 Scorch 
*3 Tobacco kUn 
44 Dreaded 


’» Pmh Sah rt 


nnnn nnnnra nnnrc 

nnnn nnmnn nnnn 
nnnn nniinn nnnn 
nnnnnnnn nnnnnti 

EBEPQrc rannnnnnn 
nnnnn r^nn rnon 
nnn 

nnnn nnnn r:nnnn 
noujjcinnn nn^nnn 
nr nnnn nnn^ 
pnnnnn nnnnnnnn 
E nnnn nnnn 
0 nr3nn nnnn 
rcnnn nnnnn nnnr 



48 Public tfisplay of 50 Lasso 
jKST.. 51 away • 1 
sound 52 River In Zaira 
48 Aware 53 Nudrrik 

48AttamtorHjattng 55 Lawyers' gp. 
*“18 57 Vintage car 
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Arab Gulf bourses busy despite higher interest rates 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Gulf 
stock markets have remained 
relatively active although in- 
terest rates on the U.S. dollar 
and national currencies have 
recovered to levels close to 
the returns from shares, deal- 
ers have said. 

. Except in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), share 
prices increased last week in 
the other Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states and 
some of them reported re- 
cord turnover with the float- 
ing of shares of new com- 
panies. 

Brokers said the improve- 
ment in the interest rates had 
bad a little impact on most 
GCC stock markets because 
of expectations of strong per- 
formance by trading institu- 
tions and tneir share prices 
were already low. 

“In Saudi Arabia, share 
prices have lost nearly 50 
per cent over the past two 
years due to lower govern- 
ment spending, weak oil 
prices and other factores. In 
Kuwait, prices have also de- 
clined by around 25 per cent 


since liberation in 1991,” said 
Zuhair Kaswani, a leading 
UAE stockbroker. “This 
means further large losses are 
unlikely because low prices 
mean higher return.'' 

‘This contrasts with the 
UAE, where prices have 
sharply risen over the past 
two years and therefore the 
impact of the higher interest 
rates could be felt more. 
Most UAE share prices have 
already dropped," he pointed 
out. 

The surge in UAE share 
prices to record levels this 
year have pushed down re- 
turn to around five percent 
from more than seven per 
cent two years ago. 

Interest rates jumped by 
nearly 75 per cent in the first 
half 1994 to 4.6 per cent at 
the end of June, from 2.6 per 
cent. 

Despite speculation of re- 
cord performance by most 
trading in stituti o ns , the in- 
terest recovery reversed a 
steady rise in the UAE's un- 
official stock index, Minch 
stood at 1,992.64 points last 


week compared with 2,043.10 
at the start of the year. 

The 1,0000-point index lost 
another four points this 
week. 

“There is more demand for 
investment in deposits be- 
cause of higher interest rates 
but the expected good per- 
formance of most trading in- 
stitutions is still attracting in- 
vestors to the bowse, a 
UAE bank manager told 
AFP. 

In Saudi Arabia, share 
prices continued to rise for 
the second week running af-- 
ter losses throughout the 


year, mainly due to low oU 
prices and a 19 per cent re- 
duction in government 
spending, die main factor in 
economic growth. 

The index increased to 

136.75 points at the end of 
the week compared with 

135.75 points in the previous 
week. But die level is far 
lower tbn 180 points recorded 
in January ana foe record 213 
points in March 1993. 

Although it does not have 
an official exchange, Saudi 
Arabia has the most adv- 
anced bank network for 
sharedealing and turnover is 


m 


the Middle 
at around 
in 1993. 


the highest 
East, 

$4.65 

Bankers said they expected 
a boom in the stock market as 
the kingdom, the world’s top 
oil producer and exporter, 
has announced plans to priva- 
tise public institutions as pit 
of reforms to cushion the 
impact of weak exude prices. 


Kuwait’s market, which is 
still recovering from the 1990 
Iraqi invasion, also saw an 
increase of 3.2 points this 
week, pushing foe index to 
above 100 pomts for foe first 


mat in three months, accord- 
ing to dealers. 

Bahrain’s floor was also 
busy. Although prices of 
some companies slightly de- 
clined, those - of commercial 
banks jumped by 8.78 per 
cent. .. 

In (Oman, turnover hit a 
record $10.1 milli on last 
week and foe index peaked at 
134.00 points after a new 
fund, Oryx, began trading. 

Dealing has remained 
quiet in Qatar, which has 
joined foe UAE to anoounc- 

Ians to set up an official 

ange. 
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Russia pyramid funds may fail 
like dominoes, government official says 


MOSCOW (R) — Dozens of 
get-rich-quick investment 
funds across Russia may to- 
pie like dominoes if the state 
fails to police the market 
following the collapse of 
MMM, the country's biggest 
money-spinning scheme, a 
top official warned. 

Maxim Boyko, chairman 
of Russia's Privatisation 
Agency, told Reuters in a 
weekend interview that look- 
alike schemes which have 
sprouted across Russia may 
start collapsing as desposits 
taper off amid fears the own- 
ers are cheating. 

“All pyramid schemes are 
bound to run off the cliff at 
some point — the sooner the 
better.” said Mr. Boyko, also 
a top adviser to reformist 


Privatisation Minister Anato- 
ly Chubais. 

MMM suspended opera- 
tions last week after a ran on 
its shares fuelled by official 
warnings about its financial 
health. The company denies 
any wrongdoing. 

Mr. Boyko said MMM’s 
collapse would shake pnblic 
confidence m the market.but 
was unlikely to slow down 
reforms. On foe contrary, he 
said the scandal would 
prompt foe government to 
press ahead with enforcing 
much-needed legislation. 

“MMM was a complete 
disaster. The government has 
learnt its lesson. From now 
on, it’ll intervene in similar 
schemes. People will be cau- 
tious and think twice before. 


investing their money,” he 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Monday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.3868/78 

1.5704/14 

1.7620/30 

1.3280/90 

32.33/36 

5.3692/42 

1579.CVD.5 

98.46/56 

7.7258/58 

6.8600/50 

6.1871/21 

$ 1.5430/45 

$384.10/384.60 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
I talian lire 

Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


The scandal, the 
yet in Russia’s emerging 
share markets, sucked in sav- 
ings worth billions of roubles. 
.Thousands of investors mas-, 
sed outside MMM’s Moscow 
offices daily after the firm 
stopped buying back its 
shares in most locations last 
week. 

The scandal is bad news for 
■president Boris Yeltsin’s gov- 
ernraent — and good 
ammuni tion for parliament 
anti-reformers opposed to 
privatisation, a key plank in 
foe reform platform which 
officials say has made 40 mo- 
tion Russian shareholders. 

Doctors, lawyers, army 
officers and even journalists 
sank cash into MMM, a 
scheme that apparently de- 
pended on a constant flow of 
new investors for its payouts. 

Reform e rs fear the col- 
lapse may bring share own- 
ership into disrepute and 
taint capitalism before it has 
had a chance to establish 
itself in Russia. 

. The opposition will hope 
foe disaster will discredit the 
government sufficiently to 
shake Mr. Yeltsin's grip. But 
parliament has just started its 
summer break and whether 
the scandal will create a poli- 
tical tremor remains to be 
seen.. ■ ■ 

Prime Minister Viktor 
' Chernomyrdin said Sunday 
the government would not 
compensate people who lost 
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MLLA' 

D’ANGELO 



FOR RENT & SALE 


AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT I 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 
Air-conditioncb I .osxige 
and Outside Tei ec 


Many villas and apart- 
ments' furnished or unfur- 
nished. 


For lYiore details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
TeL 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 


A SECURE 

FLATOTELl 
Sweifiyeh 

( 53 ® 



FUtO.Td 

ECURITY 


y HOSPITALITY 
df GASTRONOMY 



ail jmll {Jizq r mil 


5AW.DI 7DMR5 

wdi & Co, 


Gftcxzl Saw 


Extensive Travel 
Services for 
Businessmen and 
Expatriates 


Phone 616217 .Fax. 654769 
P. 0. Box 183764 Amman -Jordan 
More reikable Vnxn a Gawd I 


Budget 



FAR AND AWAY 
ABETTER 
DECISION 

TEL : 698131 
FAX : 673312 




TOR 

ADfOSffEEB 

(mm 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nfghfly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday dosed 
inday: JJrinks^lJ NigWUmg 


A Menu of Delicious Snacks 
TeL 685211 Fax B17779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmeteert 



Restaurant 

"pnencA &ui6iKe. 


lanes & Straw 
7 days a weds 

Enjoy Our Selection of . 


SEA FOOD 


Tel: 


■■■ 


6 S 0093/4 F«jc *23864 

Shmesam-Near Babkfae 

Amman - Jordan 


La Vita Lounge 
1 2:00 pm - y .... Late 


SZEEHWftN 6ARBEIQ 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typted afaMM Foods 
Chefs 


Opts 1136- 3J0*6&- 


Tmkm a «ray is available 

Shat At-Arab Street 
Urn Uthenah Gunm gnM Centre 

Tel.: 881174 
• mx Tasted Mwegs Loved 


The First Ctes Hotel In 
Amman that bat a , ' 
KRchenette in every rofotU 
"SaMKrTV. Reception" 




wlsnaS&i! 



FOR REN 


Muro V3» mdApvtnnls ' 
in Amman. 

For further details please call 

SANABEL REAL ESTATE 

TEL : 864230 FAX 864231 
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OAIMITEL 

'U2i|l|ls 


r 


Amman - Tel. 607193 
•P-OBox 9403 - ftx 002434 
1 Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal R^ldence For 
Expatilefeejmd 
Businessmen 


CHEN'S 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 



Engineers' Housing 


The lirsCjft best 

Estate, near Kilo 


■ Chinese Rettaurant 

Supermarket 


in Jordan 

MongottaQ Barbsque for 


1st Circle. Jabal Arman, near 

Lunch Friday only 


Ahhyyah Gris School 

Tel: 818214 

- 

Tahamybra&fab ’ 

Come and tasieour 
specialities 


Open daily 12:00*3:30 ' ' 

Open daily 12&0 - 3 JO p.m. 
6;30 - Midnight 


p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

\ Air Conditioned Hall ./ 

Tel $39968 


SELECT HOTEL 


Superior Hold Services for 
isjtficssmcn & Families & ils 



eGrEsCo BaR 


@ Good Drinks & 
Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


J-fbal A1 Webdeh/Tel .637101 /637 1 02 




STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
J Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


JUMBO photo 

39% larger 

Free enlargo- 
20 x 30 


Shmeeani - Opp. Grindtaw 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Cleaning Services 
Every Day 


first, efficient, and 
professional Cleaners 



Phone 604671 


S Electrolux 


RariouKant 
You Snow 

OarPfazas&Sandwichcs 
N«vTnj The 

Italian Pasta 

TKdaxo Way 



money ip MMM but admitted 
it was partly to blame for the 
crisis by not preparing legisla- 
tion. Some finance ministry - 
officials would be punished. 

MMM offered a rouble re- 
turn of nearly 100-fbld in less 
than six months — a powerful 
hedge against inflation for 
ordinary Russians struggling , 
to live on monthly wages of . 
around $100. 

The company's share price \ 
collapsed to below 950 rou- 
bles ($0.45) at the end of last 
week from 115,000 (£55) — 
where it bad climbed from 
less than 2,000 roubles ($1) in . 
February, 

Mr. Boyko said the money- . 
making scheme would prob- 
ably be formally closed down ■ 
pending a finance ministry 
audit. 

He called for a ban on 
dozens of similar shadowy 
schemes which have attracted - 
hordes of investors. Several 
smaller ones have already 
folded, landing their owners 
in jail and leaving helpless 
investors in rage. 

MMM’S' inner workings 
were as mysterious and elu- 
sive as its president Sergei 
Mavrodi, who became some- 
thing of a local hero and one 
of foe tpp 10 richest Russian 
busine ssmen. 

In nightly televirion com- 
mercials, MMM promised 
annual dividends of 3.000 per 
cent. Like many other get- 
rich-quick schemes in Russia. 
MMM was selling redemp- 
tion certificates issued against 
shares. These had little value 
and did not give owners any 
rights in the company. 

“We demanded MMM’s 
accounts and they' said a bus- 
load of documents had been 
lost,” Deputy Finance Minis- 
ter Andrei Kazmin said. 
“How can we trust a com- 
pany which has lost its docu- 
ments?” ■ * 

“No one knew that the hell 
they were doing,” Mr. Boyko 
said. “MMM had no prospec- 
tus, no share registration, no- 
thing. Now we have to edu- 
cate our public and it will be 
very painful. " 


Bangladesh 
garment 
exporters 
ban child 
labour 


DHAKA (AFP) — Bang- 
ladeshi garment exporters 
have banned child labour in a 
bid to avert a boycott by 
major Western buyers, a 
Dhaka daily has reported. 

The Bangladesh Garment 
Manufacturers and Exporters 
Association (BGMEA) de- 
cided that the ban would 
come into force from Nov. 1, 
foe Morning Sun newspaper 
said? ' 

BGMEA officials could 
not be readied for comment. 
But the report said . the asso- 
ciation would exclude any 
member found using cheap 
child labour. 

Bangladeshi Labour and 
Manpower Minister Abdul 
Mannan Bhuivan has 
announced that child labour 
will be universally restricted 
by October: Factory owners 
‘are to provide schooling for 
children. 

The moves comes after 
factory owners were wanted 

by major importers, includ- 
ing the United States, which 
praised the BGMEA deri- 
sion . Customers had 
threatened to stop imports 
unless child labour was 
ended. 

The sector employs some 
700,000 people, 80 per cent 
of them women and a “very 
small percentage” of child 
tabourets, in over 1,400 factor- 
ies, according to the 
BGMEA. Bangladeshi law 
currently bass foe use of 
workers aged under 12. 

But social workers have 
warned that stopping under- 
aged children from working 
could force them into crime 
or prostitution. 

Bangladeshis garment ex- 
ports jumped 23 per cent in 
1993, earning $1.8 billion to 


become, foe coun 
port earner 
i sources said. 


un try’s top 
, BGMI 
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Sports 


GOODWILL GAMES 


Organisers scramble to 
make ice in heat wave 


•ST. PETERSBURG, Russia 
'(AP) — First it was a swim- 
ming pool with brackish wa- 
ter. Now it’s an ice rink with 
□o ice. 

‘ ’ While small glitches have 
■ troubled these Goodwill 
-Games, organisers did not 

• figure that making ice in one 
of the world's northernmost 

" cities would be one of them. 
"There have been prob- 

- lems in other big events. I’ve 

- been too, but there's almost 
always been ice.*’ said Amer- 

' lean pairs skater Stephanie 
Stiegler. 

... Organisers promised the 
^Yubileiny Palace of Sports 
would have ice on Tuesday 
' for the short-track speedskat- 
ing events, although skaters 
.were dubious about how 
'.good it would be. Figure 
. skating, one of the glamour 
events of the games, begins 
Wednesday. 

- Boxing ended Saturday at 
-.the same venue. Workers 

poured water on the white 
-concrete floor Monday, but 
Unseasonably hot, humid 
c wgather was slowing the 
/freezing and forced practice 
4t> an adjacent auxiliary rink. 
>r‘I can't imagine having a 
■'competition as big as this one 
/and having preparations like 

* this happen," said American 
"skater Elaine Zayak, the 

1992 world champion. "They 
^(Russians) are used to every- 
thin j» and anything, and in 


the United States we're used 
to things like this being done 
to perfection.” 

Practice in the auxiliary 
rink was an adventure. The 
ice was soft and brown- 
coloured, apparently picking 
up the shade of the floor 
beneath. American pairs ska- 
ter Lance Travis, who teams 
with Stiegler, could not get 
over it. 

“It looks like it has been 
mixed with oil,” Travis said. 
"It’s got a weird texture to 
it.” 

"The ice (in the main rink) 
will be ready, the question is 
what will the quality be?” 
Zayak asked. “I don’t want 
to get hurt out there. The 
practice ice is very danger- 
ous. It’s like a three-hour 
public session has just been 
on it. I just hope the other ice 
is better.” 

Peter Oppegard, a former 
Olympic bronze medallist in 
pairs who coaches Travis and 
Stiegler. downplayed the 
safety problems. 

"Americans tend to be 
used to nicer, more perfect 
ice" Oppegard said. "I don’t 
think the practice conditions 
are bad enough you could call 
them dangerous. But every- 
one has their own opinion. If 
the ice is thin, they'll have to 
adjust the jumps.” 

Even Russian Artur Dmit- 
riev, who has won Olympic 
gold and silver pairing with 
Natalia Mishkutienok, said 


practice conditions were 
poor. 

"Usually we have ice here 
in better condition,” said 
Dmitriev, who lives in St. 
Petersburg and trains reg- 
ularly on Yubileiny’s main 
rink. “It's bad but OK for 
practice.” 

Organisers of the biggest 
sports event in post-Soviet 
Russia were red-faced early 
in the 16-day event when 
murky, green water from a 
failed filtration system forced 
a one-day delay in swimming. 
They pledged no delays in 
skating. 


Jefferis 
wins gold 
for New 
Zealand 


“Ice will be ready, don't 
worry, ” deputy mayor Vitaly 
Mutko said. “This is a very 
serious matter for us — half 
of Russia's national team 
comes from St. Petersburg 
and we don’t want to let the 
city down. It’s so hot now, 
talking about ice there's a 
certain contradiction.” 

"This is not a pool where 
there's murky water or health 
issues,” added Goodwill 
Games President Jack Kelly. 
“It's just a matter of being in 
the summer and ice takes 
longer to make.” 


retained their lead from 
Saturday’s cross country to 
win team gold. France took 
the silver and Germany Xhe 
bronze. 


Kelly said die Lenin Sports 
and Concert Complex was 


the only other large facility in 
St. Petersburg with ice mak- 
ing machinery. But that 
venue is being used for bas- 
ketball. gymnastics and 
wrestling. 


Formula One investigates pit lane 


at German Grand Prix 


HQCKENHEIM, Germany 
— The pit lane fireball 
ivhich engulfed Jos Verstap- 
pen's Benetton at Sunday's 
German Grand Prix will be 
fully investigated by Formula 
Cnc experts this week. 

But there was no sugges- 
_tion of an immediate ban on 
. mid-race refuelling, reintro- 
1 ifcced at the start of one of 
~ the grimmest seasons in 
world championship history. 

• • The FIA safety commis- 
sion and a special expert 
advisory group formed by the 
sport's ’governing body will 
carefully examine all aspects 
of the latest safety crisis, 
riiaking recommendations 
and ordering improvements 
where necessary. 

Gerhard Berger. who 
achieved a stirring victory for 
Ferrari after four years in the 
doldrums, represents the 
drivers on the safety body 
and is in the pro-refuelling 
camp. 

"It is something we have to 
■’ look more carefully at — 
thankfully no-one was hurt 
; arid that is good. We have to 
wait and see." he said. 

"I am actually pro- 


refuelling because it is an 
advantage for me because the 
engine is using more fuel. 
And it makes the race more 
interesting because you have 
different strategies and it 
looks good as you have cars 
coming in and out of the pits. 

“If you can refuel a plane 
at 30.000 feet (9,800 metres) 
without any problem, you 
should be able to refuel a 
racing car. All these things 
are definitely difficult, so it is 
a challenge and I like it, but I 
don't want anyone to get 
hurt. 

“We have to look carefully 
at what happened exactly and 
if there was a mistake or 
whatever, and then to think 
about it." 

Verstappen and five Be- 
netton mechanics were tre- 
ated for minor or slight burns 
to the upper face after the 
incident, two of the six were 
detained overnight in hospit- 
al for observation. 

The prompt reaction of 
specially-trained fire and 
medical crews averted a dis- 
aster as flames exploded out- 
wards and upwards from the 
stricken Benetton. 


A FIA spokesman said 
Monday that the emergency 
teams dealt with the blaze in 
a most professional manner. 
“Everything worked very, 
very well.” he said. The fire 
was extinguished in four 
seconds. 

He said that the manufac- 
turers of the refuelling equip- 
ment were meeting Benetton 
Wednesday to discuss the 
cause of the accident. 

Benetton technical director 
Ross Brawn said: “We will 
hold a thorough investigation 
and until we have done that, I 
cannot make any further 
comment.” 

Nothing is going right for 
Benetton at present. Their 
world championship-leading 
driver Michael Schumacher 
only competed at Hock- 
enheim under appeal against 
a two-race ban for his British 
Grand Prix misdemeanours. 
He retired with car failure 
while in second place. 

Two days earlier Brawn 
had denied claims that his 
team had used an illegal 
“launch control” automatic 
starting device at the San 
Marino Grand Prix. 


Hungary hosts the next 
round of the championship 
Aug. 14. Pit lane infernos 
apart, teams hope there, will 
not be a repeat of the multi- 
ple crashes which halved the 
26-car grid with only one lap 
gone. 


In spite of the collisions the 
track was cleared of broken 
'cars and debris remarkably 
quickly, so there was no risk 
of the race being stopped. 

“You would not re-start a 
1,500 metres race if two or 
three runners fell, so why 
should it be any different in 
Formula One?” added the 
FIA spokesman. 


Berger said there was a 
good chance that the prob- 
lematical Italian Grand Prix 
Sept. 11 would be called and 
replaced by a race at the 
Nuerburgring in Germany. 


He sa id Monza was 
dangerous and drivers’ re- 
commendations for changes 
to the famous Lesmo curves, 
requiring better run-off areas 
and the felling of trees, had 
met opposition from conser- 
vationists. 
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..Romano 


PHILIPPINE RESIDENTS 


BARCELONA (R) — Brazi- 
lian World Cup star Romano 
failed to turn up for the for- 
mal presentation of the 1994- 
95 Barcelona team Monday, 
earning sharp criticism from 
Dutch coach Johan Cruyff. 

’ “This shows a lack of re- 
spect for his teammates," 
Cruyff told journalists at the 
presentation. 

"We hope he will turn up 
and, when be does we will 
take the decisions which must 
be taken.” 

Spanish news reports said 
the striker had decided to 
prolong his holiday at home 
in Brad, where he has been 
since his country’s World 
Cup triumph in die United 
States last mouth. 

Around 20.000 fans 
attended the presentation 
which included Romanian 
World Cup midfielder 
Gheorghe Hagi among the 
new signings for the cham- 
pions. who have won four 
Spanish league tides in a row. 

“He’s a great player who 
will give us the quality we 
need. Also he has a good 
long-range shot, something 
which Laudrup lacked,” 
Cruyff said. 

Striker Michael Laudrup 
left Barcelona for arch -rivals 
Real Madrid in July after a 
season of disputes with 


Cruyff, who often left the 
Dane out of his match squads 
in favour of his other three 
foreign players. 

Hagi, who joined Barcelo- 
na from Italian dub Bresda 
after two seasons at Real 
Madrid will be vying with 
Romario, Hristo Stoichkov 
of Bulgaria and Dutchman 
Ronald Koeman for the three 
foreign places permitted in 
the team each match. 

Barcelona's other new 
signings are goalkeeper Juten 


Lopetegui from Logrones, 
striker Xavier Escaicb and 


defender Abelardo ] Fernandez: 
from Sporting Gijon, midfiel- 
der Francisco Sanchez Jara 
from Osasuna and midfielder 
Delfi Gcli from Albacete. 

The Catalans released 
Spain’s veteran World Cup 
goalkeeper Andoni Zubizar- 
reta, who Ihas joined Valencia, 
while striker Julio Salinas has 
moved to league runners-up 
Deportivo Coruna and defen- 
der Juan Carlos to Valencia. 

Barcelona were due to 
travel to the Netherlands 
Monday evening to start pre- 
season training. During their 
10-day stay, they are ex- 
pected to play several friend- 
lies against rivals that include 
former Dutch champions 
PSV Eindhoven and Ger- 
man side Bayer Leverkusen. 


ATTENTION PLEASE 


Interested to live in a new established building? 

f ~* nntolninn Q fnmichort nr I inflllTUShsd SflSlt- 


Containing 8 furnished or unfurnished apart- 
ments, each apartment has 3 bedrooms, living 
room, kitchen and bath. 

For details and special arrangement, 
please call the owner Mr. Abu Hasan 
Tel. No. 692099 


DELUXE APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Modern ground floor, 3 bedroom apartment, 
furnished or unfurnished, for rent. Located 
between the Fourth and Fifth Circles, overlook- 
ing Abdoun. 

For more details, call 617317 
between 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
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THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(R) — New Zealander 
Vaughn Jefferis won the indi- 
vidual three-day event gold 
medal in a nail-biting finish at 
the World Equestrian Gaines 
Sunday. 

Jefferis, riding Bounce, 
finished the showjumping 
with a total of 55.6 faults. 



■. ft 


Dorothy Trapp, partnering 
Molokai, took the silver meo- 
al for the United States on 
56.8, with bronze going to 
Britain's Karen Dixon on Get 
Smart with 60.8. 








{CM? f 3QF 






British-based Jefferis, in 
third place at the start of the 
day, was the only one of the 
leading trio to go dear in the 
show jumping. 

Trapp, one of only three 
competitors to finish the 
cross-country inside the opti- 
mum time, moved up flora 
fifth to a well-deserved silver 
medal on Molokai while Bri- 
tain's Dixon edged forward 
from fourth to rake bronze. 

Overnight leader, Austra- 
lia's Prue Cribb on Navar- 
one, made three mistakes in 
the show jumping and slipped 
to a disappointing ninth 
place. 


Dan O’Brien 


O’Brien must master 1,500 to 
break world decathlon record 


ST PETERSBURG (R) — 
When world decathlon re- 
cord holder Dan O’Brien 
finally deddes running 1,500 
metres is not the equivalent 
of climbing Mount Everest, 
the 9,000-point barrier seems 
certain to fall. 

Twice this season, the 
American world champion 
has allowed record opportu- 
nities to slip failing to push 
himself in the conducting race 
of the two-day event 10- 
disdptine event. 

“A lot of guys would die 
for the opportunity to set a 
world record. Here we have 
passed up two opportunities 
di a month,” Mike Keller, 
O'Brien's coach, said after 
his athlete jogged home in 
five minutes 10.94 seconds at 
the Goodwill Games. 

O’Brien, ahead of world 
record pace after Thursday's 


first day, eventually collected 
8.715 points, 176 behind his 


8,715 points, 176 behind his 
1992 world record. 

Both at the U.S/ 'cham- 


pionships in June and again 
at the Goodwill Games 
O'Brien was on world record 
schedule before unimpressive 
efforts in the 1,500 metres. 

As a result, O’Brien has 
not even topped Eduard 
Hamalainen's 8.735 world 
best this year. 

“I do not see it,” Keller 
said. “Two or three years ago 
he said be was ready to get 
the event down. I do not 
want to have to say we never 
got 9,000 points because be 
could not run the 1,500." 

The time mil come when 
needed, O’Brien said, 
perhaps at Talence, France, 
in September when he will 
face Hamalainen of Belarus 
in the year's top decathlon. 
And he pointed out that both 
in talence in the 1992 world 
record and at Stuttgart last 
year in the world cham- 
pionships he ran fast enough 
to win the event. 

But his attitude to the 
1,500 would surely appall his 


Classic Radiers vs. 
Broncos in Spain 


Romario misses Barcelona presentation 


BARCELONA, Spain (AP) 
— Different country, same 
result. Even when the JDemrer 
Broncos and Los Angeles 
Raiders play in a foreign 
country, the fans get their 
money’s worth. 

Jeff Jaeger, who beat the 
Raiders' AFC west rivals 
twice last season with game- 
winning kicks, did it again 
Sunday with a 39-yard field 
goal, in overtime to give Los 
Angeles a 25-22 victory in an 
American bowl preseason 
game. 

The game, played before 
the smallest American bowl 
crowd since the series began 
in 1986, featured three 2- 


point conversion attempts as 
both coaches experimented 
freely with the NFL's new 
rule. 

Despite the many substitu- 
tions and youthful errors 
typical of a preseason open- 
er, it was classic Raiders vs. 
Broncos. The Raiders threw 
long to open the game, and 
the Broncos rallied, though 
without John Elway, to tie It 
in the fourth quarter. There 
was also plenty of pushing 
and shoving. 

"It was a good experience 
for us," said Denver head 
coach Wade Phillips, whose 
team lost back-to-back games 
to the Radiers, including a 
42-24 defeat in the playoffs, 
at the end of last season, “but 
we'll be ready for the Raiders 
when they come to our place, 
the third (regular season) 
game of the year. We're 
pointing toward that one.” 

The game opened in typic- 
al Raiders fashion. On the 
first play from scrimmage, 
Denver's revamped secon- 
dary was burned when Jeff 
Hostetler hit a wide open 
James Jett deep over the 
middle for a 75-yard touch- 
down pass. 

It was Jett’s second mo- 
ment of glory at the Montjuic 


Olympic Stadium. He won a 
gold medal here in 1992 as a 


gold medal here in 1992 as a 
member of the U.S. Olympic 
400-metre relay team. 

“I got chills the other day 
when I was out here,” said 
Jett, who led the league with 
23.4 yards-per-catch as. a 
rookie last season. ."Bacrelo- 


na has been very good to 
me.” 

With the early lead, Los 
Angeles bead Art Shell im- 
mediately made good on his 
promise to go for die 2-point 
conversion, as Hostetler hit 
running back Tyrone Mont- 
gomery in the right flat to 
make it 8-0. 

Denver struck back thanks 
to another new rule. Jeff 
Jaeger's ensuing kickoff, 
from toe 3Qryard-tine instead 
of 35 and off a one-inch 
(2.5-centimetre) tee, was a 
low drive taken by rookie 
Butler By'not'c and returned 
to toe Los Angeles 42. Six 
plays later. Jason Elam hit’ a 
35-yard field goal to make it 
8-3. 

With most of the starters 
gone by the second quarter, 
Denver took the lead when 
backup quarterback Tommy 
Maddox engineered back-to- 
back touchdown drives of 64 
and 27 yards against the 
second-string Raider de- 
fence. 

Denver-rookie Derrick 
Clark, an undrafted free 
agent out of Evangel College 
of toe Naia, scored on a 
1-yard run on toe first drive 
and second-year player Glyn 
Milbura caught a 9-yard 
touchdown pass on the 
second to make it 15-9. 

Phillips went for two after 
both touchdowns, but Madox 
one-hoped his pass attempt 
each time. 

The Raiders tied it on their 
first drive of the second half 
when 39-year-old backup 
Vince Evans hit Daryl Hobbs 
on a 20-yard fade route to toe 
left comer of the end tone. 
Then took the lead early ion 
the fourth quarter when 
rookie Calvin Jones scored 
on a 3-yard sweep. 

Jones, a third-round draft 
choice from Nebraska, had 
six carries for 25 yards on the 
71-yard drive and could be 
the answer to the Raiders’ 
running game woes. 

“It’s a learning process,” 
said Jones, who finished with 
nine carried for 31 yards. 
“Everybody here has power 
and speed. They make 
adjustments. I have to make 
adjustments." 


Jordan Times 
Tel.: 667171 


sports psychologist. 

“It is an event I do just 
because it is in toe decath- 
lon,” O'Brien said. “I have 
yet to develop the mental! 
toughness that it takes to run 
the 1 ,500. 1 have yet to find a 
liking for it.” 


World record attempts be- 
come irrelevant, he said, 
when you are winning by 650 
points on steamy afternoons. 

But as O'Brien talks and 
fails to improve, Hamalainen 
closes in on O'Brien’s record. 


“I would not be surprised if 
Eduard Hamalainen broke 
the world record at the Euro- 
pean championships,'’ 
O'Brien said. “He’s in very 
good shape right now, and his 
second day events are coming 
along great." 

• O’Brien can hardly say the 
same about himself. 

He surged to the third- 


faighest first-day score ever at 
toe Goodwill-Games, tallying 


. 4,736 points. But after open- 


IWS IN BRIEF 


Goodyear wins Marlboro 500 


BROOKLYN, Michigan (R) — Canadian Scott Goodyear 
survived a race of attrition to win his second career Indycar 
race in the Marlboro 500 Sunday at the Michigan Interna- 
tional Speedway, site of bis only other victory. Goodyear, 
who also won here in 1992, drove a Lola Ford-Cosworth. 
He was followed by Dutchman Arie Luyendyk in a 
Lola-Omor in second place and American Dominic Dobson 
in a Lola Ford-Cosworth in third. Defending champion and 
pole-sitter Nigel Mansell of Britain was 26th after reporting 
a throttle linkage problem on lap 43, which forced him 
from the race he had been leading. “You just can’t drive a 
race like that at these speeds,” Mansell said. “It’s just so, 
so dangerous. The car was handling absolutely fantastic. 
We were in the lead, and we were realty happy. It just went 
from being perfect to being flat out everywhere. I’m very 
disappointed, but at least we were going well until we had a 
problem.” 


Eddery delays return 


LONDON (R) — Pat Eddery has decided not to return to 
racing at Brighton Tuesday and now plans to resume at 
Deauville, France, Thursday. The Irish jockey was taken to 
hospital Saturday suffering from stomach pains which are 
now thought to have been caused by dehydration due to 
losing weight. Eddery’s agent, Terry Ellis said Monday: 
"Pat had been wasting for two of bis rides at Goodwood 
and dehydration triggered the stomach problem. He will 
now rest until Thursday, when he is due to partner Yenda 
at Deauville.” 


Beckenbauer predicts Bayern lift 


MUNICH, Germany (AFP) — Bayern Munich is set to 
bea>me a force in Europe again after a four-year decline. 


. — -i e— ■ » wui-jrsm ueiuiic, 

club vice-president Franz Beckenbauer predicted here 
Monday. The former German captain, who came out of 
retirement last season to lead the side to the title, said: 
■ now show 11131 we 0311 P^y at the highest level 
again “The decline of the last four years is over.” Bayern, 
with former Juventus coach Giovani Trapattoni in charge, 
mso boasts new signing Jean -Pierre Papin, bought after the 
FrencHb mteraationai was offloaded by AC Milan. Switzer- 
JMd s Alam Sutter has also joined Bayern from Nurem- 
berg. 


Harding’s house ransacked 


7" Things went from bad to 
f ?H? e £ W °. rld ®o*ing Council light-heavyweight 
mampion Jeff Harding. Harding lost his world title last 

Eg W “ °»- tpo “!2 d ? ver 12 b y Jamaican 
? lsraar ^’ N.D. The Austrian boxer 


n»Mirr,.w4 k j — T. . .. rtusuauan ooxer 

J225lf?7 Monc L a y t0 « nd hu5 Sydney home had been 
35* and a ****** 'tems stolen during his absence. 


SS"? *252 * of items stolen during his absence. 

J2lL? *2!? t 5 d .V, Sa J d H ^ ding ' s manager, Paul Hotz. 
ransacked the place. Every drawer was tipped out 

^ important sentimental toings from his 
ufJr Utar some jewellery and a whole lot of 
E* £££& who has 3 23-2 record, will announce his 
H^sSd PlaDS a news conference later this week, . 


Win for Dream Team II 


(AFP) r Shat l uiUe O’Neal scored 
led down eight rebounds here Sunday, 
U S ^ \ Exhibition victory over the 

shofe team - 2 1 ** wh0 made 8 of 13 

,5? the field, came off the bench to snark the 

rout°ofU B f ^ SSOdation MA) stars in flopsided 
Stote f c^i'o^ C c?^ C0, ! pe 5? 0n ' Price scored l2 
S£2em th ? f nJS?^ 8 f0r Dream Team n > which will 
S^ l :?^ Umted States 31 * e world championships in 
Toronto in the next two weeks. 




mg toe next afternoon with a 
110 metres hurdles personal 
best, he stumbled. His best 
effort tn the discus, 48.10 
metres, and his final pole 
vaultl clearance, 4.90 metres, 
failed to meet even the stan- 
dards he routinely achieves in 
practice. 


“We are losing 25 feet 
(eight metres) from practice 
throws to competition 
throws,” Rick Sloan, 
O'Brien's other coach, said. 

The pole vault also Was a 
disappointment. 

“I’ve been jumping 5.10 or 
5.20 on a daily basis in prac- 
tice," said O’Brien, who has 
placed special emphasis on 
the event after failing to 
make a height at the 1992 
U.S. Olympic trials and mis- 
sing the Barcelona Games. 

But practice vaults and 
throws produce no points. As 
Keller said of the 1,500: "He 
.qeeds to do it (in competi- 
Not say it.” 
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Sports 



Martinez beats Sanchez Vicario 
to capture U.S. Hardcourts title 


recor 


STRATTON MOUNTAIN, 
Vermont (R) — Concfaita 
Martinez, serving efficient] y 
and playing with patience, 
rallied to beat fellow Spa- 
niard Arantxa Sanchez Vicar- 
io in a three -set final of the 
$400,000 U.S. Hardcourts 
Sunday. 

Martinez, seeded second 
and ranked third in the 
world, lost only 12 points on 
her serve in the final two 
sets and beat top-seeded, 
second-ranked Sanchez 
Vicario 4-6 6-3 6-4 in a two- 
bour, 10-minute battle of 22- 
year-olds. 

In five matches en route to 
a successful defence of her 
tournament title, Martinez 
dropped only the one set. She 
has lost only one of 23 match- 
es in the past three months. 

last week, the two Spa- 
niards teamed to lead Spain 
to victory in Federation Cup. 

Martinez earned $80,000 
for the triumph and Sanchez 
Vicario got $36,000. 

Both have won Grand 
Slam titles this year. Sanchez 
Vicario beat Mary Pierce in 
the French Open final and 
Martinez defeated Martina 
Navratilova at Wimbledon. 


After smashing an over- 
head into the net at set point 
in the first set, Martinez slow- 
ly gained control of the duel 
as Sanchez Vicario, known 
for her tenacity and patience, 
started to make numerous 
unforced errors^ 

“Normally, I make more mis- 
takes when I play her," said. 
Martinez, who beat Sanchez 
Vicario for only the second 
time in seven meetings. “This 
time I had a lot more pati- 
ence. 

“Also, I served well. I 
wouldn't say I served hard 
but I used the angles so that 1 
was able to open the court on 
my next shot. I tried to be 
patient and aggressive at the 
same time.” 

. Martinez won 18 of 2Q 
points at the net in the final 
two sets. 

Martinez, annoyed that she 
missed the crucial overhead 
that would have brought her 
to deuce in the 10th game of 
the first set, battled Sanchez 
Vicario evenly in some en- 
suing long rallies with the top 
seed being forced to take 
most of the risks the rest of 
the way. 


“I made more mistakes, 
more off the backhand," said 
Sanchez Vicario, usually a 
very consistent performer, “I 
took risks and sometimes 
they didn't work out.” 

Martinez was broken in the 
ninth game of the first set and 
Sanchez Vicario hung on to 
take the set after fighting off 
a break point in the 10th. The 
smash by Martinez that found 
the net was her 20th unforced 
error of the 55-minute set. 

But Martinez regained her 
composure in the final two 
sets. She did not allow San- 
chez Vicario to reach deuce 
on her 10 service games while 
earning one service break 
each in the second and third 
sets. 

Sanchez Vicario was 
broken at love in the fourth 
game of the second set and at 
15 in the first game of the 
third. 

“I made the mistakes and 
gave her the chances to win 
and she took it,” said San- 
chez Vicario. 

“When you win a Grand 
Slam, you have more confi- 
dence. She’s playing that 
way.” 
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Graf faces first major test 


SAN DIEGO (AFP) — 
World number-one Steffi 
Graf admits she cannot 
please all the people all of the 
time. 

When her great rival Moni- 
ca Seles disappeared from the 
scene after being stabbed on 
court, Grafs domination of 
the women's game was a 
great it was considered bad 
for the game. 

Shock defeats at this year’s 
French Open and at Wimble- 
don were enough to prompt 
rumours that she was on the 
verge of quitting. 

And when she decided to 
play in an exhibition event 
instead of representing hosts 
Germany in the Federation 
Cup finals in Frankfurt two 
weeks ago, Graf suddenly 
discovered she had been cast 
as public enemy number-one 
in her home country. 

But Graf, who faces her 
first serious test since her first 
round loss to Lori McNeil at 
" Wimbledon when she de- 
fends her title at San Diego 
this week, just shrugs off the 


controversies. 

“Losing in Paris and at 
Wimbledon is still with me,” 
she admits, “but retirement is 
certainly not on my mind at 
all. I still love playing and 
now that Fm mentally re- 
freshed I am aiming at the 
U.S. Open. I'm eager to 
show everyone what I can 
do.” 

Graf said she was so upset 
she watched no Wimbledon 
tennis after losing in the first- 
round to McNeiL 

“I beard that Martina had 
reached the final and I was 
very happy for her,” said 
Graf, addmg: “But I had no 
real interest in what hap- 
pened after I lost." 

“I watched movies, some- 
times twice a day.-.took long 
walks to be by myself. ..I ran- 
.... lifted weights... I did any- 
thing to keep my mind off 
what had happened. 

Graf, 25 and coached by 
former Swiss champion 
Heinz Gunthardt, is dearly 
irritated by the short memor- 
ies of press and officials. 



Steffi Graf 

“When I was winning all 
my matches at the start of the 
season, everyone said it was 
too easy. They wondered 
when I would lose my first 
set. Then they wondered 
when I would lose first 
match. 

“Now, after losing just two 
matches, they are writing me 
off and talking only of me 


retiring.” 

The German player, who 
has won 87 tour titles, fifteen 
of them Grand Slams, and 
who has been beaten only 
three times against 42 wins so 
far this year, is determined to 
prove that her recent losses 
were just temporary set- 
backs. 

“No one puts more press- 


ure on me than me,” she 
says, adding: “And that is 
good for me. I am eager 
again and I want to show that 
I can do better.” 

I 

Grafs main opponents at 
the $400,000 event in San 
Diego will be Spanish duo 
Arantxa Sanchez, the French 
Open champion whom Graf 
beat for the title twelve 
months ago, and Wimbledon 
winner Conchita Martinez. 

Between them the Spa- 
niards have been sweeping ail 
the honours. 

They led Spain to victory in 
the Federation Cup final in 
Frankfurt and then clashed in 
the final of the U.S. Hand- 
court championships at Strat- 
ton Mountain — Martinez 
beating her compatriot in 
three sets. 

Other top players appear- 
ing in San Diego include 
powerful American teenager 
Lindsay Davenport and the 
1993 Wimbledon finalist, 
Jana Novotna of the Czech 
Republic. 


Swimming champion Daryni 
quits international competition 


BUDAPEST (R) — Four- 
times Olympic swimming 
champion Tam as Darnyi, the 
most successful sportsman in 
Hungary's history, is quitting 
international competition. 

“I will no longer enter 
world championships, either 
in the 200. or the 400 metres 
medley,” said 27-year-old 
Darnyi in a television inter- 
view, ruling himself out of 
future Olympics as well. 

He added: “I could have 
entered the world cham- 
pionships in Rome (in 
September) and maybe get a 
silver or a bronze. I am still 
good for a four minutes 16 
seconds or 4:17. After much 


thought, however, 1 decided 
that 1 would rather not enter 
and retire unbeaten. 

Darnyi has a superb re- 
cord, including double indi- 
vidual medley golds at two 
Olympics and two world 
championships. 

He has won all the major 
championship individual 
medley events he has entered 
since 1985, but was riven a 
tough fight for the 400 med- 
ley gold at the European 
championships in Sheffield 
in last December by 19-year- 
old Finn Jani Sievmen. 

Daryni set world records 
for both distances at the 1991 
world championships. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAfl SHARIF 
A TANNAH H1RSCH 
CiM Tran mmu lawn. me. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Both vulnerable, aa South 
you hold: 

♦A &62 ?J 4 0 A 52 *Q 1083 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South W«rt 

1 7 Pass 1 * Pan 

1 NT Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q-2 — -Aa South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*7 ?A 97 OQJB +AK 10973 
The bidding haa proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 

1 * Pass 1 v Paw 

% 

What do you bid now? 


Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
! bold: 

> #7 UQJ6 0A97 4AK10973 

> The bidding has proceeded: 

! Sooth Weal North East 


1 


I * Pi 

? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.4 — Both vulnera ble, aa South 
you hold: 

*A109762 ?8fi OKQ *A42 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North Cut Sooth West 

1 NT Paw 3 * Paw 

4 4 Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Qjj — -Both vulnerable, aa South 
you hokL 

*K6 9Q954 4A9742 *J8 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
dub. What do you respond? 

Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, ea South 
you hold: 

•KJ95 <?AJ632 0A2 *74 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
*p«de. What do you respond? 


Arbachakov knocks out Soto 
to retain WBC flyweight title 


TOKYO (AFP) — Russian 
cham pion Yuri Arbachakov 
successfully defended his 
World Boxing Council 
(WBC) flyweight title here 
Monday when he knocked 
out Hugo Rafael Soto of 
Argentina in the eighth 
round. 

Arbachakov, never beaten 
in his professional career, 
fired a salvo of his favourite 
straight rights to the face and 
then finished off witb a left 
uppercut to the body to deny 
the WBCs top contender in 
his first attempt at a world 
title. 

The knockout time was 
three minutes six -seconds 
into the eighth round. 

“I was cautious of bis coun- 
ter attacks, as I couldn't see 
his punches from low angles 
and I received some heavy 



blows to my body, I hurt my 
ribs,” Arbachakov said. 

“I couldn’t hit with my 
rights well in the beginning 
because he knows it is my 
favourite punch, so I tried to 
hit bard with my left and I hit 
the target. It was a great 
day,” said the Russian, who 
jumped on the mat as he saw 
the Argentinian couldn't 
stand up. 

The two boxers exchanged 
powerful punches from the 
outset but the champion re- 
sponded with more accurate 
punches and a tight guard to 
win the first four rounds. 

The South American 
champion fought back, pro- 
ducing effective left hooks, 
although he was cornered to 
the ropes several times. 

.However, the seventh and 
eighth rounds appeared to be 
a lopsided arfair with 
Arbachakov' repeatedly un- 
leashing his favourite straight 
rights, combining with left 
uppercuts, before the final 
blow was administered with 
only several seconds left on 
the clock. 

It was a fifth consecutive 
defence of the title since 


Arbachakov wrested it from 
Muangchai Kittikasem of 
Thailand in June 1992 to be- 
come Russia's first profes- 
sional champion. 

Witb the win, the 27-year- 
old Russian stretched his re- 
cord to 19 wins with 15 of 
them inside the distance. 

For the Argentinian, 26, it 
was his first attempt at a 
world title. He now stands 
with 38 wins against two de- 
feats, two draws and two no 
contests. 

“I will train myself from 
the first step again and I hope 
I will be able to challenge him 
in the future,” said Soto. 
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Agassi beats Stoltenberg 
to win C ana di a n Open 


TORONTO (R) — Where’s 
the money is what eighth- 
seeded Andre Agassi won- 
dered after winning the S1.72 
milli on Canadian Open Sun- 
day with a 6-4, 6-4, victory 
over nnseeded, up-and- 
coming Jason Stoltenberg of 
Australia. 

During the awards cere- 
mony. Agassi, who also won 
here in 1992, looked into the 
winner’s envelope for his 
$245,000 prize money and 
came up empty. 

“I do have one complaint,” 
joked Agassi to the crowd. 
“This is the second time I 
won this tournament and this 
is the second time they stiffed 
me.” 

Agassi expects the cheque 
in too mail. 

Stolteaberg's runner-up 
earnings of $129,000 is his 
best payday yet. 

“1 tell I did my best today. 
I feel great,” said Stolten- 
berg. ‘Tm disappointed not 
to have won today but I'm 
going to take a lot of positive 
from this match.” 

The 24-year-old Aussie is 
having a great summer. He 
also reached the final of last 


week's event in Washington, 
D.C., where he lost to 
Sweden’s Stefan Edberg. 
Stoltenberg, whose current 
number 33 ranking is a career 
high, will reach the high 20s 
in the new rankings. 

But against the 20th- 
ranked Agassi, in three meet- 
ings Stoltenberg has yet to 
capture a set. 

Agassi, who is late 1988 
soared as high as number 
three in the world, is also 
enjoying a surge. 

The Las vegan player 
known for his colourful per- 
sonality as much as his game 
is beading back towards the 
top 10, landing at number 15 

this coming week after win- 
ning his 21st career title, his 
second of 1993. 

Agassi knew it would be 
dangerous to give Stolten- 
berg too many second serves 
to pounce on so he concen- 
trated on making his first 
serve work. 

The strategy paid off as 
Agassi posted an impressive 
87 per cent rate of success on 
bis first serves in the 80- 
minute match. On the first 
serves that went in, Agassi 


won 73 per cent of the points. 

“I thought Jason would be 
trying to come at me.” Agassi 
said. “I knew be wanted to 
put the pressure on me and 
come to the net. 1 wanted to 
keep him at the baseline.” 

Agassi was completely suc- 
cessful in his goal. 

“It was difficult to get to 
the net,” Stoltenberg said. 
“He was trying to keep the 
ball high and deep, and me 
away from the net.” 

Agassi did offer Stolten- 
berg seven break point 
opportunities, but the Au- 
stralian never capitalised on 
the chances. 

After Agassi broke serve in 
the fifth game of the first set. 
Stoltenberg could have re- 
couped the break in the next 
game. But all four break 
points he had in that sixth 
game went by the wayside. 

The second set was a mir- 
ror image of the first set with 
Agassi securing the lead by 
breaking Sioltenberg's serve 
in the fifth game. 

Stoltenberg had three 
chances to break Agassi's 
serve in the third game of the 
second set, but couldn't do it. 



Andre Agassi 


Novacek wins third Dutch Open 


HILVERSUM, Netherlands 
(AP) — Karel Novacek out- 
lasted Richard Fromberg 
over three long sets, edging 
past the Australian 7-5, 6-4 
7-6 (9-7) late Sunday for the 
Dutch Open title. 

“I was the one who played 
the smartest game against 
Richard, I was able to domin- 
ate him with my serve,” 
Novacek said. 

The pair had similar styles, 
both j predo mm antdy staying 
on the baseline and relying 
on big serves and big fore- 
hands. 

The match began with both 
players* service dominating. 
The first deuce was not until 
the ninth game, and the first 
break point, which went to 
Novacek, did not come until 
the 11th. 

Fromberg mis-hit forehand 
that ballooned wide to give 
his opponent the break, and 
Novacek quickly took advan- 
tage, serving out for the set in 
the next game and finishing it 


with a pair of aces. 

“Richard plays very well 
when he can dictate, but to- 
day I tried to be the one to 
make the derisions,” said 
Novacek, who began to play 
increasingly aggressively. 

In the third game of the 
second set the Australian 
appeared to wilt, as two 
Novacek passing shots and 
two unforced errors from 
Fromberg gave the Czech a 
break at love, a 2-1 lead and 
enough to win the set. 

“I was surprised by Karel’s 
service today, I didn't break 
him the whole match,’ said 
Fromberg. “I felt if Td had 
more second serves to hit, I 
could have come back." 

Service domination set in 
again, with the next 19 games 
going with serve. 

Fromberg twice had 
chances to win the third-set 
tiebreaker. An overhead 
forehand from Novacek gave 
him the first mini-break, but 
the double-faulted consecu- 


tively to hand back the initia- 
tive to the Czech. 

“Those two doubles were 
the difference in the tie 
break,” said Fromberg. “I 
was still thinking about the 
first one when I hit the 
second.” 

Then at 7-6 and on set 
point to Fromberg, 
Novacek’s passing shot hit 
the baseline.. Novacek won 
the next point and Fromberg 
then handed the Czech his 
first victory in l'-s years by 
netting a forehand.’ 

Novacek started the match 
between the two unseeded 
players as favourite despite 
bis ranking of 76th compared 
to Fromberg’s 52. The Czech 
ended 1993 with a ranking of 
17. 

“I was injured, and my 
motivation suffered.” said 
Novacek. “But I’m back 
ready to play now.” 

Novacek previously won 
the Hilversum title in iyS9. 


A VILLA FOR RENT 
FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 
IDEAL PLACE FOR DIPLOMATS ' 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 salons, sitting room, 
indoor garden, dining room, 3 bathrooms, big hall 
for reception (can be used as study room), small 
maid room with a bathroom, large kitchen, 2 
garages, beautiful garden with different fruit trees. 
Located in one of the most beautiful areas in 
Qvupifinh 

Call the owner, Tel. 813591 


SEMI VILLA TO LET IN WESTERN AMMAN 

Furnished. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms. 1 
glassed-in veranda, with telephone line, centrally heated. 
Location: Shmeisani. 

For more information, call Samer, 

Tel. 642021 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Tel. 665595 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 pjn. 


FOR RENT 

A ground floor of a villa 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, saipn, dining and sitting rooms, 
garden, garage and telephone line, central heating. 
Furnished or unfurnished/ 

Location: Engineers, tfoUslna on Abdullah Ghosh eh Str. 
Near Pizza Hut ofTMecca Rd. 

Interested, please call 811 OOff 


A FULLY FURNISHED 
DELUXE FLAT FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms, salon, dining room, kitchen, two 
bathrooms, separate central heating, telephone, 
garden. In Abdoun, near the American Embassy. 

Tel. 818207 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE NUNES 
CO LTD 

ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION 
TO TENDER 
NO. 21F/94 

JPMC announces the invitation to Tender No. 
21F/94 (For the supply, of 500 tones of CAUSr 
TIC SODA). 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 
2:00 p.m. local time Saturday August 20. 1994. 
Application for documents should be accom- 
panied by a non-refundable fee of JD (50) for, 
each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting tenders is 12:00 
hours local time Saturday August 27, 1994. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 
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Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN _ 

Tel.: 675571 

Nabtl A1 Mashini Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham’s Tel: 62S1SS 

AH LAN THEATRE 

Rivhard Gere/Sharon Stone 
in 

INTERSECTION 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 

Sharihan-Mahmoud Hamideh — 
Hussein Fahmi ln 

Women’s market 
Arabic 

Shows: 1230, 3:15, 5, 6:30, 8-JO, 10J0" p.n 

' 

CONCORD <1’ 

DAVE 

CONCORD *2* 

Hook 

Shows at: 12J0, 3 JO, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 

Next shew we present Rabieh 
n. Shahab In the comedy: 

THE TRUTH 1S...OLEWA 

Cinema and Theatre 
Eddie Murphy — in 

BOOMERANG 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:00 

Starting Aug, 15 the political play 

“SAHRA KANAUN1EH”. 

.Today & Everyday 
Abu c -Awwad in social comedy 

"PUNCTURED BAG” 

Presen! their piay 

WHAT A PEACE! 

(Safar* Ya Salam) 

Dally at 8:30 pm. 

The theatre is dosed on Tue 
days. 
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Hrawi says no 
eace without 


yria, Lebanon 


FAYADEEH, Lebanon (AP) 
— President Elias Hrawi, 
handing out graduation, 
swords to 264 Lebanese army 
officers, said Monday Middle 
East peace was impossible 
without Syria and Lebanon. 

“There will be no peace in 
the Middle East without 
Svria and Lebanon irrespec- 
tive of ail the separate signa- 
tures they collect,” he said in 
a speech marking Lebanon’s 
49th army day. 

He was alluding to the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
risation’s (PLO) May accord 
Tilth Israel implementing li- 
mited Palestinian self-rule 
and the joint Jordanian- 
Isr.'.eli declaration last week 
in Washington ending 46 
yjurs of belligerency. 

Washington has pledged to 
cr:;ii’nue efforts to bring ab- 
et;: similar breakthroughs on 
thj Syrian and Lebanese 
tracks with Israel. 

U.S. Secretary of State 


Y/srren Christopher, who 
v.-as in the Middle East two 


recent bombings against Jew- 
ish and Israeli targets in Latin 
America and Europe can be 
traced to Hizbollah. He said 
groups like Hizbollah must 
be defeated. 

His comments, coupled 
with Israeli accusations of 
Hizbollah involvement in the 
attacks, sparked fears in 

Lebanon of massive Israeli 
retaliation with alleged 
American consent. 

"We should not be 
punished because we are not 
an obstacle to just and com- 
prehensive peace,” said Mb’. 
Hrawi. 

Mr. Hrawi called on Israel 
to withdraw, or announce a 
withdrawal timetable, from 
an occupied enclave in South 
Lebanon, and pledged that 
his fledgling army would pre- 
serve peace along the 
Lebanese-Israeli border. 

Otherwise, “the resistance 
against occupation will con- 
tinue as long as the occupa- 
tion lasts,” be said. 


weeks ago, is preparing to set 
out on a new shuttle between 
Syria and Israel later this 
rionth. 

“We shall maintain full 
coordination with sister 
Syria,” Mr. Hrawi said. “The 
Syrian and Lebanese* tracks 
in the peace talks with Israel 
are inseparable.” 

Syria has 40,000 troops sta- 
tioned as post civil war 
peacekeepers in most of the 
country and sets Lebanon’s 
political agenda. It seeks an 
end to Israel’s occupation of 
the strategic Golan Heights, 
seized in the 1967 Middle 
East war. Israel has offered a 
pi osed and partial withdraw- 




Mr. Hrawi criticised 
threats made against Shi’ite 
Muslim Hizbollah guerrillas 
in recent days. 

Foreign press reports have 
accused the pro-Iranian 
group operating in Lebanon 
of involvement in the July 18 
bombing of a Jewish centre in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
which killed at least 95 peo- 
ple. 

Mr. Christopher said last 
week some or perhaps all the 


Mr. Hrawi was flanked by 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
and Parliament Speaker 
Nabih Bern at the graduation 
ceremony at the military 
academy in Fayadieh, a pine- 
wooded hilly suburb east of 
Beirut. 

With the Beirut skyline 
and a giant national flag in 
the background, the cadets 
knelt on their right knees as 
they collectively took the 
oath of defending Lebanon’s 
sovereignty, territorial in- 
tegrity and constitution. 

Cadets in royal blue uni- 
forms approached the stand' 
one by one to receive from 
Mr. Hrawi a sword signalling 
promotion to a lieutenant 
rank in the army. 


The ceremony was fol- 
lowed by a military parade 
staged by army units in 
camouflage fatigues. General 
Emile Lahoud, a British- 
trained officer credited with 
reuniting the army after its 
disintegration in the 1975-90 
civil war, saluted from the 
review stand as troops filed 
past to the rhythm of drum 
beats and martial music play- 
ed by a military band. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kuwait cabinet approves Islamic law change 


KUWAIT (R) — The Kuwaiti cabinet, seeking to streng- 
then the role of Islam in everyday life, has approved a draft 
hvt to amend civil legislation in accordance with Islamic 
isw, newspapers said on Monday. The cabinet said on 
Sunday it had approved a draft by a committee of 
academics and officials that has spent more than two years 
studying how to make all laws conform with Islamic Sharia 
izw. The draft law, which concerns the 1,100 articles of civil 
law including regulations on banking practice, will have to 
re passed by parliament, where the well-organised Islam- 
: 'ts are the single largest group, before it becomes law. 
"The cabinet has approved the draft law,” newspapers 
quoted a cabinet statement as saying. An article dealing 


-r.ith futures trading was among several additions to the 
rivil law advocated by the committee. Cabinet Affairs 


Minister Abdul Aziz A1 Dakhii was reported as saying. He 
*..we no details. Among other major proposals was one 
linking Islamic Sharia the basic source judges would need 
i.> refer to if they could not find a legal text to guide them. 


Lebanon threatens retaliation in Egypt row 


j' El RUT l AFP) — Lebanon has threatened to raise 
■.ustoms duties on Egyptian imports if Egypt does not lower 
its duties on apples, the only Lebanese product it imports, 
an official said Sunday. “Not only is the balance of trade 
’_' *twccn the two countries 90 per cent in favour of Egypt, 
r-jt Egypt has recently raised by six per cent the customs 
riutics of 55 per cent imposed on apples,” the Lebanese 
-.Tficial said. “If Cairo does not substantially lower its 
.ustoms duties and does not stop fixing the price of apples, 
-.vhich has become far too expensive for Egyptian house- 
-ives. Lebanon will find itself forced to impose the same 
rate on Egyptian products imported by Beirut.” Egyptian 
products imported by Lebanon include water melons, 
rarlic, onions and beans. Informed sources say Lebanese 
Foreign Minister Fares Bouez discussed the lowering of 
ustoms taxes with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak 
during his visits to Egypt. 


Emigres seek refugee status in Canada 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Thousands of immigrants from the 
.former Soviet Union are applying for refugee status in 
LTanada, and 150 requests have been approved despite 
israeli objections, a daily said Sunday. “Israel will wage a 
campaign in Canada to expose the claims’ absurdity.” 
Haaretz quoted Deputy Foreign Minister Yossi Beilin as 
wiving. “To gram Israelis refugee status is ridiculous.” 
Israel argues its democratic system prevents oppression of 
citizens and allows freedom of emigration, eliminating the 
basis for any claim to being a refugee. Foreign ministry 
spokesman Raft Gamzu confirmed die report in principle 
but did give the number of applications. 


3Aan killed near Cologne was Turk 


COLOGNE (AFP) — A young man found beaten to death 
at the weekend by a pond in the Cologne region was a 
Turk, aged 20, and the motive for the killing could have 
been racist, police said Monday. The man, whose name 
was not given, was found by a fisherman at dawn Sunday in 
a cool of blood, partially burned and covered by an 
inflammable liquid. His head had been bashed in, probably 
by the baseball bat found next to the body. A police 
spokesman said death had occurred not long before the 
discovery, os the victim’s clothes were still on fire. The 
dead man came from Bremen in the north-west and 
investigators were trying to clarify the reasons for his visit 
to Cologne. A racist motive was “plausible,” but “other 
reasons are not being excluded,” he added. 


Iran holds 
suspect 
in shrine 
bombing 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — In a 
gun battle in a Tehran suburb 
Monday, Iranian security 
forces shot and captured a 
man suspected in the June 
bombing of a shrine in north- 
eastern Iran that killed 26 
people, state-run Tehran 
Radio reported. 

The broadcast, monitored 
in Cyprus, identified the man 
as Mahdi Nahvi. It claimed 

he was a member of the 
Iraq-based opposition group, 
Mujahedeen-e-Khalq. 

Iran’s intelligence minister, 
Ali Fallahiyan, told the radio 
the alleged bombeT had been 
rushed to a hospital and 
would be operated on. The 
broadcast was monitored in 
Nicosia. 

Mr. Fallahiyan said the 
man was in critical condition, 
but added he hoped for a 
quick recovery so that more 
information could be 
obtained about his activities. 

The intelligence chief said 
the man had been identified 
by a special security squad in 
the eastern suburb of Tehran 
pars as he was entering a 
public telephone office early 
Monday to make a long- 
distance call. 


Mr. Fallahiyan said a tele- 
phone number found on the 
alleged bomber belonged to 
the Mujahedeen office in 
Germany. “In great likeli- 
hood that is where he was 
dying to call,” Mr. Falla- 
hiyan said on the radio. 

He said security agents had 
identified the man from 
photographs circulated after 
the June 20 blast killed 26 
people at a shrine in the 
northeastern city of Mas- 
hhad. The minister said a 
manhunt had been ordered 
following the blast. 

Mr. Fallahiyan said the 
alleged bomba- had pulled 
out a gun after he was 
ordered by security officers 
to bald He did not disclose 
how many times, or where, 
the man was shot. 

Iran has blamed the bomb- 
ing on the Mujahedeen, 
which denied the charge. 

Last month Iran said it had 
captured three women in the 
act of planting several 
bombs, one at the grave of 
the late Ayatollah Riibollah 
Khomeini, leader of Iran’s 
1979 Islamic revolution. 

The Mujahideen denied on 
Monday it had any link with 
Nahvi. 

In a statement issued in 
Paris it accused the Tehran 
government of setting off the 
bomb in Mashhad to justify 
further suppression of the 
opposition. 

Doctors at a Tehran hos- 
pital operated on Nahvi after 
his capture to remove bullets 
from several parts of his 
body. 

“t hope Ins operation will 
be successful so that we can 
obtain more information 
from him,” Mr. Fallahiyan 
said. 

A large manhunt involving 
agents of his ministry, the 
armed forces, police, and pa- 
ramilitary Basij forces at bor- 
ders and in the interior had 
ben launched to track Nahvi 
down, he said. 

Information volunteered 
by people helped the security 
forces to find Nahvi wbose 
picture — a thin, mous- 
tachioed man in his 20s — 
was printed in-newspapers a 
week after the Mashhad ex- 
plosion, Mr. Fallahiyan said. 

The minister said Nahvi 
was first identified by 
Bahram Abbaszadeh, who 
was arrested on June 24 when 
trying to plant a bomb at a 
Sunni Muslim mosque during 
mass prayers in southeastern 
city of Zahedan. 

Tehran says the Mashhad 
blast and the aborted bomb- 
ings, as well as the kilting of 
two Christian preachers, 
were part of a plan to foment 
sectarian violence and des- 
tabilise Iran. 


Regent calls on Audit Bureau 
to build ‘bridges of confidence 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
visited the Audit Bureau on 
Monday and urged its staff to 
expand its control network 
over various government de- 
partments and their spend- 
ing. 

Special attention should be 
given to the collection of 
public funds and the protec- 
tion of state-owned land, the 
Regent said at a meeting 
attended by the bureau’s 
chief, Eid Kharabsheh, and 
his senior staff. 

The Audit Bureau acts like 
a watchdog over government 
departments* financial “ex- 
penditure and submits annual 
reports to the prime minister 
about violations. 

In the course of conducting 
its duty in relation with other 
departments the Audit 
Bureau should buikl bridges 
of confidence with the minis- 
tries with the aim of protect- 
ing public interests, the Re- 
gent said. 

The Crown Prince sug- 
gested that the bureau set up 
a central department to make 
purchases for the various 
government institutions. 





Os Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, on Monday visits the Audit Bureau 
(Petra photo) 


He said that such a central 
department can at least make 
the main purchases of major 
state-owned firms operating 
in the sooth arranging for 
their purchases of equip- 
ment, and machinery and 
tyres as well as take care of 
maintenance work. 

Stressing the need for up- 


grading the bureau and offer- 
ing its staff material and mor- 
al incentives to perform more 
efficiently, the Prince said 
that Jordan must be prepared 
through wise planning to en- 
ter the coming decade with 
better and stronger national 
economy. 

Dr. Kharabsheh outlined 


the general activities of the 
bureau, noting that it is oper- 
ating with 492 employees 
who prepare their annual re- 
ports about the performance 
of tiie government offices. 
Any excesses in public spend- 
ing and violations of rules are 
immediately reported, he 
said. 


Draft on civilian power 
transfer is ready, PLO says 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat has approved a draft 
document on transferring 
health and education powers 
to the Palestinians, a Pales- 
tine liberation Organisation 
(PLO) delegate said here 
Monday at the opening of a 
fresh round of talks to extend 
autonomy. 

“There is no problem from 
the Palestinian side and we 
will see now the position of 
the Israeli leadership towards 
the draft document,” Palesti- 
nian delegate Hassan Asfour 
told AFP. 

Palestinian and Israeli 
negotiators last week ham- 
mered out. the draft declara- 
tion on the two issues, saying 
that needed only to be 
approved by their respective 
leaderships. 

The Israeli team would not 
comment to the press upon 
its arrival at the Nile-side 
luxury hotel where the talks 
are being held. 

The fourth round of talks 
to extend autonomy was sup- 
posed to have begun on Tues- 
day, but there was no im- 
mediate explanation why it 
was moved up to Monday. 

The health and education 
issues are two of five areas 
that will be discussed in ex- 
tending self-rule throughout 


the West B ank, The others 
are taxes, social affairs and 
tourism. 

The two sides are also to 
discuss issues left over from 
die May 4 accord which laun- 
ched self-rule in the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho, including 
Palestinian prisoners, border 
crossing points and the size of 
the autonomous Jericho en- 
clave. 

The teams are headed by 
Nabil Kassiss for the Palesti- 
nians and Genera] Danny 
Rotscfaild for the Israelis. 

Nabil Shaath, the chief 
Palestinian negotiator, said 
Monday that talks with Israel 
on expanding some aspects of 
autonomy to the West Bank 
are nearing completion. 

Dr. Shaath spoke after a 
one-hour meeting with Israeli 
Police Minister Moshe Shah- 
al in Tel Aviv, in winch he 
pressed for a release of 
thousands of Palestinians still 
jailed by Israel. 

Mr. Shahal told reporters 
Israel would free up to 10 
women, “some of whom have 
nearly completed their 
terms” and none of whom 
have “blood on their bands” 
— Israel’s key condition for 
any release. He also prom- 
ised improved conditions and 
visitation rights. 

But the gestures foil for 


short of Palestinians’ de- 
mands. Israel released about 
4,500 Palestinians in recent 
months, but some 5,000 are 


still in jail, 500 of which are 
accused of murders. 


The Palestinians have been 
demanding priority for the 
release of up to 49 women, 
some of which are reportedly 
ffi. 

Israel’s tough line on the 
prisoners has hindered sup- 
port among Palestinians for 
the peace process that in May 
yielded antonomy for the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho, said 
Mr. Shaath, who is planning 
minister in Mr. Arafat's self- 
rule government. 

“This has become a focal 
point among Palestinian peo- 
ple,” . he said. A release 
“would make better suppor- 
ters of peace out of all or us.” 

Dr. Shaath said the Israel- 
PLO talks in Cairo were ab- 
out to produce agreement on 
extending Palestinian self- 
rule throughout the West 
Bank in five civilian areas — 
education, culture, health, 
tourism and taxation. 

“I would say that by the 
end of his week, maximum by 
the beginning of next week, 
we will have finished (and) 
tiie peace process will reach 


3 held 
in Panama 
plane blast 


(Continued on page 7) 


Arafat upholds A1 Nahar closure 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafot on Monday 
made permanent an order 
closing a pro-Jordanian news- 
paper, leaving the Palestinian 
community with a single Ara- 
bic daily. 

“This paper has to respect 
our laws,” Mr. Arafat told a 
news conference in Gaza 
City. ‘They have to get a 
licence first of all from the 
Palestinian National Au- 
thority.” 

Opponents saw the move 
as an infringement on free- 
dom of the press as well as a 
deepening of the rift between 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and 
Jordan. 

Mr. Arafot was angered 
over a summit last week in 
Washington between King 
Hussein and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
which stressed the Monarch's 
continued control over the 
Muslim holy sites in Jeru- 
salem. 

Mr. Arafat demanded 
Monday that Israel begin 
talks oih Jerusalem's future 
immediately. 


The closure of A1 Nahar 
leaves Jerusalem with just 
one daily, the pro-PLO A1 
Quds. 

Two other newspapers, AI 
Fajr and Ai Shaab, dosed 
over the past two years for 
financial reasons. 

The fight over AI Nahar 
began last Thursday when 
Palestinian officials blocked 
the paper from entering Gaza 
and Jericho. Arafot aides la- 
ter said it lacked a license and 
failed to carry reports from 
WAFA, the official PLO 
news agency. 

Al Nahar had been operat- 
ing under an Israeli license 
and had a circulation of about 
5,000 in Jerusalem, Gaza and 
Jericho. 

Othman Halak, the paper’s 
publisher, said last week that 
if he could uot circulate the 
paper, he could not afford to 
continue printing it. 

On Monday he could not 
immediately be reached for 
comment. 


Israel-PLO accord, had 
issued no regulations about 
the press and that the lead- 
ership was interfering in press 
freedoms. 

“Arafat cannot ask for a 
license without having laws,” 
said Daoud Kuttab, a re- 
spected Palestinian journal- 
ist. “He cannot demand a 
license from only one paper.” 

A petition signed by 37 
journalists also protested the 
closure. 

Hanan Ashrawi, former 
spokeswoman for the PLO 
peace negotiating team and 
now a human rights activist, 
called for all publications to 
be treated equally. 

“If Al Nahar needs only a 
license, then it is a technical 
issue and not a violation of 
freedom of speech," Ms. 
Ashrawi told the Associated 
Press. “It can be solved easi- 
ly. with a uniform standard 
for 


Opponents of the closure 
order complained that the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity, created under the May 4 


for everybody.’ 

After Al Nahar was block- 
ed last week, the owner of 
the Akbbar Al Balad weekly 
political magazine suspended 
publication in protest. It re- 
mains closed. 


PANAMA CITY (Agencies) 

— Pan amanian authorities 

have detained two Iranian 
nationals and a Lebanese 
ci tize n in the July 19 bombing 
of a Panamanian plane that 
killed 21 people, 12 of them 
Jewish, official sources said 
Sunday. 

The three were detained as 
they tried to leave Panama at 
the Paso Cano as Costa Rican 
border crossing. 

Authorities said they en- 
tered Panama in June using 
false passports, allegedly to 
make purchases at the Colon 
free trade zone on the Carib- 
bean coast, where most of the 
Jewish businessmen killed 
had companies. 

A bomb was planted in the 
Alas airline commuter plane, 
which crashed during a flight 
between Colon and Panama 
City, killing everyone on 
board, according to prelimin- 
ary police reports. 

Officials in President Guil- 
lermo Endara’s government 
last week suggested Israeli 
experts might come to assist 
local authorities in the inves- 
tigation, but there has been 
no further word on whether 
Israel will send help as it did 
to Buenos Aires afteT the 
July 18 bombing of a Jewish 


charity building. At least 100 
lolled in that 


were 


people 
attack. 

Authorities here have not 
released the identities of the 
three people under arrest in 
the Alas bombing. 

Nor have they commented 
on the case of Lebanese 
national Lya Jamal, 26, 
whose body was found 
among those killed, but has 
not been sought by next of 
kin. 

Police were looking for 
dues in Jamal’s case, and in 
those of the three detainees, 
including a possible link to 
alleged drug trafficking, a 
police source said, speaking 
privately. 

One of the passengers kil- 
led in the crash was Saul 
Schwartz, a Jewish business- 
man who was investigated by 
the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration. 

Argentine investigators 
have little firm evidence to 
identify the bombers in the 
July 18 blast a top official 
said in an interview Sunday. 

“As for as the police are 
concerned, the investigation 
is very advanced, but it’s a 
different matter proving it 
judicially,” Interior Minister 
Carlos Ruckauf told foe Clar- 
in magazine. 


Zimbabwe eager to get its troops out of Somalia 


HARARE (Agencies) — 
Defence Minister Moven 
Mabachi said Monday that 
Zimbabwe was keen to with- 
draw its troops from Somalia 
after one of its soldiers was 
killed in an attack by militia- 
men on Saturday. 

“We cannot continue oper- 
ating under such conditions,” 
Mr. Mabachi told a new 
conference. “After foe expiry 
of foe U.N. mandate in Octo- 
ber we will be more than 
willing to invite our boys 
home.” 

Zimbabwe has a battalion 
of 800 men with U.N. 
peacekeeping forces in Soma- 
lia and Mr. Mahachi said he 
wanted them to operate as a 
unit rather than be split into 
companies as is the case at 


present. 

“While we are prepared to 
continue participating in 
Somalia we are of the opinion 
that our battalion should 
operate as an intact unit 
rather than splitting the force 
when 'adequate support can- 
not be provided.’’ 

Some 140* Zimbabwean 
soldiers were in a camp at 
Belet Huen in Somalia on 
Saturday when around 3,000 
of warlord Mohammad Farah 
Aideed’s Somali National 
Alliance (SNA) militiamen 
approached the camp and de- 
manded foe release of 465 
Somalis who had taken re- 
fuge there, Mr. Mahachi 
said. 

"The refugees refused to 
leave the camp and, adhering 


to the humanitarian mandate 
of UNOSOM (foe U.N. op- 
eration in Somalia), the Zim- 
babwean soldiers could not 
leave foe refugees to foe mer- 
cy of the gunmen. 

“The company commander 
on the ground, realising that 
be was greatly outnumbered 
and the consequences should 
he put up a fight, did not 
offer any resistance,” Mr. 
Mahachi said. 

“During the commotion 
that ensued, a Zimbabwe 
national army member was 
shot and killed after he had 
resisted surrendering his 
weapon.” 

He was the second Zim- 
babwean soldier to die in 
action in Somalia since troops 
were sent there in 1992. 


Mr. Mahachi told the news 
conference that it was up to 
foe United Nations to decide 
whether a Zimbabwean 
battalion was still needed in 
Rwanda. 

“We agreed together with 
other African countries to 
send peacemakers to Rwanda 
at foe height of the militar y 
conflict in that country. 

“Now ■ that foe Rwanda* 
Patriotic Front has formed a 
government, it is up to foe 
U.N. to decide on foe way 
ahead,” he said. 

U.N. officials in Moga- 
dishu confirmed foe Belet 
Huen incident and said five 
Zimbabweans were missing/ 

U.N. military spokesman 
Major Ride McDonald told 
reporters. 


“It appears that foe aim of 
foe attack was to loot UN- 
OSOM equipment aud in- 
volved a large number of 
armed Somalis. One soldier 
was killed and others went 
missing.” 

Maj. McDonald said a few 
captured peacekeepers were 
r elease d on Sunday after 
negotiations and were evacu- 
ated Mogadishu. 

“A search will go on for 
those still missing,” Mr. 
McDonald said. 

Mai- McDonald said UN- 
OSOM would launch an in- 
quny into foe incident — 
which followed recent fight- 
ing between Aideed forces 
and those of rival north 

S d w h ^ warlor d Ali 
Mahdi Mohammad. 
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Army chemist 
turns on China’s 
addicts 


BEUING (R) — A military 
chemist specialising in anti- 
dotes to chemical weapons 
has turned his guns on a new 
target — China’s growin g 
anny of drug addicts. Profes- 
sor Pan Kinfti of the People's 
Liberation Army’s Anti- 
Chemical Warfare Institute 
claims to have concocted an 
herbal antidote to narcotics 
addiction, foe official Xinhua 
News Agency said Monday. 
Injections of the drug dubbed 
“HT\ Dr. Pan says, "can 
help drag addicts to kick foe 
habit quickly and without any 
side-effect”, Xinhoa re- 
ported. Dr. Pan is so confi- 
dent he is seeking global pa- 
tents. The chemist said he has 
extracted foe antedote from 
m edicinal herbs that grow in 


foe mountains of southwest 
China ’s Yunnan and Guangki 
provinces. His institute is in 
Guangki. ‘Tests on 5,000 
subjects shows that the medi- 
cine is 100 per cent effec- 
tive,” Xinhua quoted Dr. 
Pan as saying. “A drug addict 
gave up foe habit without 
pain in just two to seven days- 
after receiving the injection.” 
China’s herbalists often tout 
new cures ft) all manner of 
illnesses and other medical 
conditions, including addic- 
tion to narcotics. Only on 
Sunday a doctor in eastern 
Zhejiang told Xinhua he also 
had developed a highly effec- 
tive, low-cost “new method 
to extricate drug addicts from 
severe addiction”. Xinhua 
gave no details of his cure. 
Earlier this year a company 
in north China’s opium- 
plagued Shaanxi province 
said it was marketing an 
addiction-busting cigar rolled 
from traditional medicinal 
herbs. 


Doubting vicar 
delivers last 
sermon 

STAPLEFIfiLD, England 
(R) — A vicar who was sack- 
ed by foe Church of Engkmd 
because be did not believe in 
foe literal existence of God 
delivered his last sermon. Re- 
verend Anthony Freeman 
addressed his congregation in 
foe small West Sussex town 
of Staplefi eld for foe last time 
ahead of an order revoking 
his licence to preach from 
midnight. Rev. Freeman told 
foe larger than normal con- 
gregation and. dozens of re- 


porters and photographers in 
unity church that 


20 cows roasted 
alive during 
thunderstorms 


PERIGEUX, France (AFP) 
Twenty cows were roasted 
«ive after ligh tnin g struck 
the barn they were sheltering 
m, firemen in this southwest- 
ern town said. The cows were 
victims of violent storms 
which swept across foe Dor- 
dogne region Sunday. Flre- 
men answered around 70 
emergency calls in the space 
of just over three hours, 40 of 
them m foe town of SariaS, 
near foe Dordogne River, 
where numerous buildings 
were flooded. The thundex- 
ftonns sparked two fires in 
pirn buildings near Jumilac- 
|c-Grand ( northern Dor- 
ppgue. It was in one of these 
blazes that foe cows perished. 


♦i 


foe I9fo century 
he felt a little like persecuted 
Biblical Prophet Jeremiah: 
“At least no-one has put out 
a warrant for my arrest” 
Local bishop Dr Eric Kemp 
ordered the ban after giving 
Rev. Freeman a year to re- 
consider remarks published 
in an 80-page book God Wi^h 
Us in which he appeared to - 
question foe existence of God 
and the Anglican dogma of 
foe trinity of foe Father, the 
Son, and foe Holy Spirit 
Rev. Freeman wrote: “There 
is nothing out there or if 
there is, we can have no 
knowledge of it.” On Sunday 
he insisted that did not make 
him an atheist. “I am not an 
atheist — that is nonsense. I 
have proclaimed I believe in 
God," he told parishioners, 
some of them weeping. He 
said be had no regrets abouf 
writing foe book and said his 
views were an attempt to find 
“space” within the church for 
different opinions about foe 
ways in which God existed. 
■His sacking has disappointed 
many in his congregation but 
pleased others who felt he 
was a little too modern in his 
thinking for foe predomi- 
nantly rural parish. “I like 
him as a man and he has been 
very kind but... it is Kke 
being an astronaut who 
doesn't believe in the moon,” 
said parishioner Lesley 
Pntchard-Gordon. 
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